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y HIS Work wasoriginally publiſb- 
ed under the Title of Family Diſ- 
courſes by A Country Gentleman. 
The Reception, which They then met 
with in the World; and the Opinion, 
which the beſt Judges have entertained 
of their great Utility to the Cauſe of . 
Virtue and Religion, abundantly juſti- 
ty the Son of their moſt excellent Au- 
tho in the Republication of them with 
his Name prefixed; A Name ſo very e- 
minently diſtinguiſhed for Abilities and 
Virtue; and moſt highly honoured, 
throughout the whole Courſe of Life,by the 
Friendſhip and Efteem of the beſt and 
greateſt Men of his Time: Particular- 
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TO THE READER. 


ly of the late moſt worthy Prelate, towhom 
they were at firſt inſcribed ; and under 
which moſt reſpectable Sanction they are 
again offered by the Editor to the 
World. 

Happy he is in the Opportunity, 
which now preſents :tſelf, of teſtifying 
his Love and Veneration for the Memo- 
ry of One of the Beſt of Parents and of 
Men; and of expreſſing bis Reverence 
of the Virtues, his Gratitude for the 
Patronage, and his deep Senſe of the 
Honour of the long-continued Favour 
and Countenance of Biſhop TREvOR. 
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CHARLES WESTON. 


1775. 


To THE 
HONOURABLE 
AND 
RIGHT REVEREND 


RICHARD TREVOR, 
Lord BIs Ho of DURHAM, 


My Lok, 


TAY H E Author of theſe Diſ- 
courſes 1s induced to in- 
ſeribe Them to your Lord- 


ſhip, not only by his Obligations for 
u that 
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DEDICATION. 


that conſtant Regard and Friend- 
ſhip, with which You have ho- 
noured him through all the Ine- 
qualities of Life ; but alſo from a 
long Acquaintance with your ſteady, 
zealous Attachment to the intereſts 
of Morality and Religion. 


They were written for the Uſe 
of a Private Family, with a View of 
diſpoſing the Members of It to a 
ſerious Conſideration of the Duties 
of our Preſent State, and the Hopes 
and Fears of Futurity. 


If They may, by God's Bleſſing 
have that Effect upon the Minds of 
any other Family, or upon any one 


Perſon whatſoever, who may want 
ſuch 


DEDICATION. 


ſach an Incitement ; the End of 
their Publication will be ſo far an- 
ſwered. if 


> 


The Deſign therefore cannot fail 
of your Approbation: But the Exe- 
cution may. 2 


For this reaſon, to exempt You 
from the diſagreeable Dilemma of 
either mortifying One, whom you 
would chooſe to oblige, Ly a Re- 
fuſal of his Preſent; or of allowing 
your Name to be prefixed to what 
You might think, in any reſpect, 
objectionable; the Writer has de- 
termined to publiſh to the World 
this Mark of his Affectionate Re- 
ſpect to your Perſon, and Reve- 
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DEDICATION. 
rence of your Virtues, without any 
revious unten jon either of 
the Book itſelf, or his Deſign of 
dedicating it to Vou. 
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DISCOURSE I. 
Jos Hu mv. 15. 


Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve. 
As for me, and my _ we will ſerve 
5 LORD. 

—\ HIS is ſpoken by Joſhua the 
great general of the Jews, and 
Conqueror of many Gentile 

Nations: By Him, who bore the ſame 

Name (for Joſhua and Jeſus ſignify the 

ſame) with our ever-bleſſed Saviour; 

and who was a Fore-runner and Type of 

Him, in that He performed thoſe things 

in the Land of Canaan, which Chriſt was, 

ſeveral hundred Years after, to perform 
in all Lands. I mean, that He over- 
turned and deſtroyed the Kingdom of 

A 2 Satan 
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4 DISCOURSE I. 
Satan in thoſe Countries, where Dead 
Men, and Images of Wood and Stone, 
and even Devils, were prayed to; and 
introduced in their ſtead, the Worſhip 
of the One, True, Almighty, Everlaſting 
This great and good Man, having 
had full Experience of the Wiſdom, and 
Power, and Goodneſs of Jehovah, the 
Protector of Iſrael; and of the Inability 
of the Heathen Deities to defend either 
their Worſhippers, or Themſelves ; af- 
ter relating to the People under his Go- 
vernment the mighty and wonderful 
Things, which had been done for them 
by the Lord of Hoſts, who had juſt put 
them into poſſeſſion of the Land pro- 
miſed to their Fathers; demands of 
Them (as it is implied in the Words of 
the Text) Phat God they would, for the 
future, ſerve; whether the Dumb Idol 
b u of 


DISC OU RSR I. x 
of the Gentiles, the Work of Men's 
Hands, or the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth; whether the weak and vanquiſh- 
ed Deities of -Canaan, or the almighty 
God of Jacob.  -- | 

He declares his own fixed Reſalytion 
to ſerve the Lord, with his Family. He 
gives the Reaſons of his Reſolution, 
and ſupports his Opinion by the ſtrong- 
eſt Arguments; but forces no Man to 
come into it: He treats his Hearers as 
Reaſonable Creatures, puts no Violence 
upon their Conſciences, but leaves their 
Religion to their own Choice; reſem - 
bling, in that Circumſtance too, the 


great Author of Ours. 
may perhaps wonder, that it 
id ſeem neceſſary to Joſhua to hold 


this Language to the Children of Iſrael ; 
A People, whom God had ſo lately de- 


livered from the Slavery of Egypt; 
| =Y * whom 
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whom He had miraculouſly conducted 
through the Red Sea, and through all 
the Terrors and Diſtreſſes of a vaſt 
barren Wilderneſs; to whom he had 
juſt given the Country of their Enemies 
to inhabit, A Land flowins with Milk 
and Honey, to Them, and their Chil- 
dren after Them; 4 Land, for which 
They did not labour; Cities, which They 
built not; Vineyards, and Oliveyards, 
whith They planted not. They knew too 
that their Fathers had periſhed in the 
Deſart, through the juſt Judgment of 
God upon their Obſtinacy and Ingra- 


titude; And they themſelves had been born, 


and lived to that day, in the midſt of 
the Mercies of God, and ſtill rebelled 
againſt Him; for they had not yet 
put away the ſtrange Gods, which their 
Fathers ſerved in Egypt, as you may 
read in the 14th and 23d verſes. And 

. indeed 
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indeed this People of the Jews. is re- 
preſented in holy Scripture, as a fißf⸗ 

necked, that is, a ſelf - willed and per- 

verſe Generation; eyer prone to Idola- 

try; inſenſible to the Bleſſings; mur- 

muring againſt the Commandments, and 
hardened againſt the Threatenings of ; 
their Lord and Saviour. | 
As Joſhua was therefore ready to be 
taken from them by Death, and was 
well acquainted with their Diſpoſition to 
forſake Jehovah, and ſerve other Gods; 
he thought it his Duty to draw from 
them before his Departure, a politive 
Declaration of their Intentions with re- 
ſpe& to that moſt important Queltion, 
What Religion They would embrace, 
and adhere to; and by his own Reſolu- 
tion and Example to induce them to 
make the right Choice. Chooſe you, 
* ſays He, This Day, it it ſeem Evil to 
A 4  * you 
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$ DISCOURSE I. 
« you to ſerve the Lord, Whom Ye 
& will ſerve: Whether the Gods, whom 
c your Fathers ſerved, or the Gods of 
* the Amorites in whoſe Land you 
« dwell,” Fg £ 
What, therefore, was their Choice? 
Why, ſuch a one at that time, as might 
be expected from a highly favoured and 
more grateful People. They declare 
that They will ſerve no other God, but 
Him, who brought Them out of the Land 
of Egypt and Houſe of Bondage, and 
who did thoſe great things in their Sight. 
And we read that they kept their good 
Reſolution all the days of Foſhua and 
of the "Elders, who outlrved Toſhaa. 
But alas! Thoſe, who are acquainted 
with Scripture Hiſtory, (with which we 
ought all to be acquainted,) know, how 
ſadly They afterwards fell off; how They 
ſold Themſelves to commit Idolatry, and 
| all 


DISCOURSE. 9 
all Wickedneſs in the Sight of God; and 
the terrible Vengeance, which attended 
their Rebellion againſt Him, | 
Let us now fee; ſince we are aſſured 
by St. Paul, that all Scripture was 


written for our Inſtruction, what Ap- 
plication We may make to Ourſelves, 


and what uſeful Leſſon We may learn 
from that Portion of it, which is the 
Object of our preſent Attention. And 
in order to this, 1 would recommend to 
you the two following Conſiderations: 
Firſt, how far our Caſe may reſemble 
theirs in having a like Choice to make, 
Whom we will ſerve.  2dly, 'Whggher 
the Choice; which they, in Imitation of 
their great Leader, made, that hey would 
ſerve the Lord; be worthy of our Imita+ 

tion allo, | 
And Firſt, with reſpect to the Choice 
to be made. It is true, that the Caſes 
are 
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10 DISCOURSE I. 


are not exactly alike: and We may 
bleſs God, that they are not ſo. We 
may indeed, and ought to praiſe his 
holy Name, that We were born in the 
pure Air of Reformed Chriſtianity; 
trained up from our Infancy in the Wor- 
ſhip of the only true God, and Him, 
whom He hath ſent; and in an Abhor- 
rence both of Pagan, and Popiſh, Idola- 
try. But though we have neither the 
Temptation, nor Opportunity, of falling 
down before Graven Images, and ador- 
ing the Work of our own Hands, as the 
Children of Iſrael did; there is yet an- 
other kind of Idolatry, of which We 
too may be guilty, and other Falſe Gods, 
whoſe Service We may, and which Many 
do, prefer to That of our Almighty 
Creator. 

We read in Scripture, that Covetouſneſs 
is Idolatry: we read too of ſome Peo- 


ple, 


D E SC:\OJUCR SE! I a 
ple, whoſe God is their Belly. Now, for 


the ſame reaſon, that the Apoſtle ſtiles 


Covetouſneſs Idolatry, all other Vices 
to which Men yield their Affections in 
Preference to the Law of God, may be 
juſtly called by the ſame odious Name. 
For God requireth the Heart; and if 
we dedicate it to any ether Maſter, it 
is ſetting up an Idol in our Hearts againſt 
him. In like manner, if We inſlave 
Ourſelves to Gluttony, or Drunkenneſs; 
Our Belly then becomes the Object of 
our Worſhip. Or, if Pride, Ambition, 
Revenge, Diſhoneſty, or any Carnal 
Luſt, has got Poſſeſſion of our Souls, 
to the Excluſion of Religion, and Vir- 
tue; We may then be truly ſaid to have 
choſen that favourite Paſſion, whatever 

it be, for our God. 
Thus you ſee plainly, that if (to uſe 
the Words of Joſhua to the Iſraelites) it 
ſhould 
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ſhoutd ſeem Evil io us to ſerve the Lord 
as They had the Choice of the Gods of 
Egypt, or Gods of the Amorites, whom 
They might worſhip; ſo We alſo have 
Cod many, and Lords many, even 
every Vitious Appetite of our Hearts, 
ready to receive our Adoration, from 
the moment We ceaſe to be the Servants 
of the Living God. 

But there is ſtill Another, and That a 
capital Object of Idolatrous Worſhip, 
mentioned in Scripture, The great Ad- 
verſary of God and Man, the Devil; 
| who is named by our Saviour the Prince, 
and by St. Paul the God, of this World. 


* Him too it is in our Power to ſerve: 


and it is to Him, in truth, that We 
transfer our Allegiance and Duty, when 
We forſake the Service of our Maker 
and Redeemer, Thoſe ſinful Luſts, 
which get the Dominion over Us, are 

but 
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but inferior and ſubordinate Deities, 
Miniſters of his Kingdom. When the 
Riches, or Power, or Glory, or Plea- 
ſures, of this World have blinded our 
Eyes, and withdrawn Us from that 
Obedience, and - Zeal, and Gratitude, 
which We owe to our true Maſter and 
Sovereign; it is He, that Father of all 
Wickedneſs and Falſhood, at [whoſe 
Altar We facrifice; It is He, before 
whom We fall down and worſhip. 

Since it is therefore evident, that it is 
as much in the Choice of Us Chriſtians, 
as it was in That of the antient People 
of God, to determine what Deity We 
will ſerve; and ſince We have ſeen the 
Declaration made by Them in the like 
caſe, viz. That They would ſerve the 
God of their Fathers, who is the God 
of our Fathers alſo, and of Us; let us 
examine, in the ſecond place, whether 
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their Choice be worthy of our Imita- 
tion. 

And, whereas the great and conſtant 
Object of all our Wiſhes, and of all our 
Endeavours is Happineſs : it ſeems ſuf- 
ficient, for determining that Point, if 
we can diſcover, in which Service our 
trueit Happineſs lies, Preſent, and Fu- 
ture. | ſay Preſent, and Future; for, in 
order to form a right Judgment of this. 
matter, we ought to take them to- 
gether: not to confine our Reflections 
to the condition of Man in this tranſi- 
tory Life; but to conſider Him in his 
whole Exiſtence, as Mortal Here, but 
Immortal Hereafter. It is true, that 
many plauſible things may be ſaid to 
ſhew, that, from a due Senſe of the 
Dignity of Human Nature; from the 
natural Deformity of Vice, and Beauty 
of Holineſs; a Man ought to prefer the 

Latter 
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Latter. to the Former, even though there 
were Nothing to hope, or to fear, beyond 
our Continuance in this World. But it 
is an Argument hard to be ſupported, 
and not like to make many Converts; in 
thoſe Caſes eſpecially, where the certain 
Conſequence of Vice is Pleaſure, and 
of Virtue Suffering, Let Us there- 
fore take Things as they are; conſider- 
ing Ourſclves as placed here by our gra- 
cious Creator, upon our Trial for a bleſſed 
Eternity; and accountable to Him for 
our Obedience, or Diſobedience to his 
Commands. In this view, our Preſent 
and Future State become inſeparable; 
ſince all our Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions Here, have ſo evident a Con- 
nection with an Hereafter. And, That 
being our real Caſe, can there be any 
poſſible doubt on which Side our trueſt 
Intereſt lies; Whether in ſerving God, 

or 


* 


9 
20 
"mm YT CERT > — 


_ | do. fas = K r jy — 
TIEN A rs r HERR 
l . * v 05 4 
FR 
2 * 


5 — 


K AM ten 


n 
1 


16 DISCOURSE l. 
or Mammon: in labouring with all the 
Powers of our Mind to deſerve the Love 
and Favour of our Father which is in 
Heaven; or in expoſing Ourſelves ta his 
dreadful Indignation? 
It muſt indeed be acknowledged, chat 
the Paths of Religion and Virtue are 
ſometimes rugged, and difficult; and 
that He; who is reſolved to adhere, at 
all Events to his Duty, and to keep 
his Conſcience void-of Offence ; may. be 
exerciſed with very ſevere, as well as very 
flattering, Temptations, But He knows 
that his Perſeverance will have its Re- 
ward; and enjoys the Foretaſte -of it, 
even in the midſt of Bodily Sufferings 
and Self-Denials. Whereas on the con- 
trary, the very Proſperities of the Wicked 
Man are full of uneaſy Reflections; Mo- 
mentary Enjoyments, mixed with Anxiety; 


and over ballanced, as well as imbitcer- 
ed, 
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ed, by the Apprehenſion of Painful Con- 
ſequences, Temporal and Eternal. His 
outſide Appearance may be all Gaiety 
and Joy; but his retired Thoughts will 
diſturb his Reſt. In the Preſence of his 
Diſſolute Companions, He carries the 
Face of Happineſs; but his Solitude is 
miſerable. We have it from the mouth 
of the Lord Himſelf, by his prophet 
Iſaiah, that „There is no Peace to the 
Wicked.“ And certainly there can be 
no ſolid Satisfaction in rebelling againſt 
our Maker, Benefactor, and Judge; 
nor indeed any Satisfaction at all, till 
the Conſcience of the abandoned Sinner 
is hardened by a long Practice of Wick- 
edneſs, and becomes the more dange- 
rouſly liable to God's Diſpleaſure, in 
proportion as He apprehends it leſs. A 
State of Mind, which ſurely no think- 
ing Man would envy ! Such is the Condi- 

B tion 
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tion, and Such, as I have here repre- 
ſented Them, are the Wages of the Ser- 
vants of Sin in this World. What 
They may be in the next, God grant 
that We may, None of Us, ever ex- 
perience. 5 | 
But let Us turn our Eyes to a more 

pleaſing Picture, and more chearful proſ- 
pet, Let us view the true Servant and 
Worſhipper of God, reaping the firſt 
Fruits of his virtue; enjoying the in- 
eſtimable Delights of a good and quiet 
Conſcience; happy in the Bleſſings of 
the Poor, in the Eſteem of all good 
Men, but above all in the Approbation 
of his moſt juſt and merciful Maſter. 
Compare now this ſincerely Religious 
Man with the Wretch, who has pre- 
ferred the Indulgence of his ſinful Luſts 
to the Service of his God ; who has load- 
ed his Conſcience with the Guilt of Diſ- 

honeſty, 
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honeſty, Uncharitableneſs, Falſhood, or 
Impiety. Compare Them in Wealth, 
and in Poverty; in Worldly Proſperity, 
and in Worldly Diſtreſs ; in Health, and 
in Sickneſs; in the Hour of Death, and 
in the Day of Judgement: and Then, 
upon that Compariſon, make your 
Choice, and declare Whom You will 
ſerve. 
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JEREMIAH XXll. 23, 24. 
Am Ja God at hand, ſaith the Lord, and 
not a God afar off ? Can any hide himſelf 
in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not ſee Him? 
Do not I fill Heaven and Earth? ſaith 
the LORD, 


N theſe words we have what a- 
mounts to an Aſſertion from the 
Lord Himſelf of that Attribute of 

his Divinity, which is called his Omni- 

preſence, or Preſence in all Places. A 

great and ſingular Quality! in which 

We, and all his Servants thro' his whole 

Creation, are very deeply intereſted. 

Let Us therefore, as We have juſt 
now preſented our Prayers and Praiſes 
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to Him, the Author of our Being, turn 
our Thoughts, for a while, to the Con- 
templation of this wonderful Property 
of his Divine Nature. A ſubject always 
highly proper for our Meditation, but 
more particularly fo at this Moment; 
ſince, if God be not Every where Pre- 
ſent, it is in vain that we offer any 
Petitions, or any Thankſgivings, unto 
Him. 

Now it is not from this Portion of 
Scripture only that we learn that Je- 
hovah is a God at hand, as well as a God 
afar off. It is the uniform Language 
of the Inſpired Writers ; confirmed too 
by our own Reaſon, and by the Necel- | 
ſity of the Thing itſelf. 

One of the Imperfections of Created 
Beings is to be confined to the narrow 
Limits of ſome certain Space. We ſee 
Obje&s, which We cannot reach; and 

hear 
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hear Sounds, the Cauſe of which We 
cannot ſee: We are informed, by the Re- 
lation of others, of the Tranſactiôns of 
Countries far removed from Us: and 
by Hiſtory, of the Deeds of former ages. 
But Diſtance does not exiſt with regard 
to the Diety—either of Place, or of 
Time. If it did, his Knowledge muſt 
be deficient. Now That, which wants any 
Thing, cannot be Perfect: but God is 
Perfect. 

Neither could He have created, and 
ſtill ſupport and govern this vaſt ex- 
tended Univerſe; if He were abſent 
from any Part of it. The Miniſtry of 
Angels, or any Subordinate Beings, 
might be liable to Deception ; and, if 
Neceſſary, would be a Proof of Weak- 
neſs, or a Limited Power, which Things 
are inconſiſtent with the Idea of God. 
We believe however, that He employs. 

B 4 4 thoſe 


26 DiISCOURSE'H 


thoſe Miniſters of his Word upon va- 
rious Occaſions: the Scripture aſſures 
us of it. But when He condeſcends to 
uſe their Service, it muſt be for their 
Sakes, not for his: To give Them Op- 
portunities of increaſing their Know- 
ledge, and exerciſing their Gratitude 
and Obedience, and all the powers, 
which They have received from Him. 
It cannot be, becauſe He ſtands in need 
of their Miniſtry, or of Information 
from Them: If He did, They would 
be ſo far ſuperior to Him, and He 
could not be their God. 

In like manner we ſpeak of God, as 
reſiding in a particular Part of the Uni- 
verſe; and pray to Him, under the Title 
of Our Father which is in Heaven, But 
Theſe are Deſcriptions ſuited to the Nar- 
rowneſs of our Conceptions who form 
our Ideas of Majeſty, and power, from 

what 
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what We have ſeen, or heard, of the 
Courts of Earthly Princes. God may 
have been pleaſed to chooſe ſome parti- 
cular Place for the Reſidence of his holy 
Angels; for a viſible Exhibition of ſome 
Part of his infinite Glory; and for their 
Adoration at the Foot of his Throne. 
But We ought to conceive of Him (as 
Solomon did, and as, no doubt, They do) 
as of a Being, Whom ½e Heaven, and 
Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain; but 
Who is always equally preſent through 
all the Regions of infinite Space. 

Neither was this true Notion of the 
ſupreme Deity entirely unknown to the 
Wiſeſt of the Heathen People; ſuch as 
ſaw through the Error, and Abſurdity, 
of the then eſtabliſhed Religion. For 
the Prieſts, and Lawgivers, who ſettled 
and directed their Public Worſhip, muſt 
have entertained very mean Thoughts: 
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of the Chief of their Gods; fince, in their 
Syſtem, Every Thing had it's particular 
Deity. The Sun could not ſhine, nor 
the Earth yield it's Fruits, nor the Rivers 
flow, nor even an Oak flouriſh, without 
a God or Goddeſs of their own. In the 
mean while the Principal Object of their 
Worſhip; whom They ſtiled ihe King 
of Gods and of Men; was aſleep, or on 
a Journey, as Elijah reproached the Idol 
of the Iſraelites : or had placed himſelf 
upon the Top of ſome high Mountain, 
to ſee what might paſs upon earth. 

Theſe you will certainly judge to be 
very low and contemptible Repreſenta- 
tions of Divine Power. Yet the Reli- 
gion of Papiſts, who might have learnt 
more worthy Thoughts of the Moſt 
High from the Bible, if it were a Book 
in any Credit with 'Them, is full of the 
lame Abſurdities; ſince They too have 
allotted 
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allotted a great Multitude of Canonized 
Mortals to aſſiſt the all- ſufficient Creator 
in the Exerciſe of his Government, and 
. to ſhare his Worſhip: A particular Pa- 
tron, from amongſt Thoſe who ſleep in 
their Graves, to every Country, and 
City, and almoſt Every man: and; 
which exceeds even the Impiety of Pa- 
gan Idolaters ; have erected a Power on 
Earth to diſpenſe with the Laws of the 
Supreme Almighty God, 

What great Reaſon then have We to 
praiſe his holy Name ; Who, by his 
Grace and Mercy, are no longer under 
thoſe groſs Deluſions; but worſhip, as 
we are taught by the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
the One only God in Spirit and in 
Truth! | 
But have We Ourſelves ſufficiently 
conſidered the uncontrolable Power, the 
unerring Wiſdom, and, above all, the 

| Uni- 
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Univerſal Preſence, of the God whom 
We worſhip? Do We think, when We 
are upon our Knees before him, to 
Whom we are paying our Adoration ? 
Do We endeavour to fix our Atten- 
tion, to purge and purify our Minds 
from all ſinful Thoughts; and to hold 
up clean Hands in his Sight, who not 
only heareth the Words of our Mouth, 
but knoweth the Hearts, from whence 
They proceed ? 

Let me read to you a pious Prayer of 
King David, from the 139th Pſalm, — 
« O Lord, Thou haſt ſearched Me, and 
„known me: Thou knoweſt my Down- 
e fitting and Up-rifing : Thou under- 
s ſtandeſt my Thoughts afar off. Thou 
% compaſſeſt my Path, and my Bed; 
and art acquainted with all my Ways. 
For there is not a Word in my Tongue; 
but, Lo! O Lord, Thou knoweſt it 
<« alto- 
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« altggether. Whither ſhall I go from 
« thy Spirit? Or, whither ſhall I Bee 
from thy Preſence ? If I aſcend up 
into Heaven, Thou art There; if I 
make my bed in the Grave, behold 
« Thou art There alſo. If I take the 
« Wings of the morning, and dwell in 
ce the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea; even 
c there ſhall thine Hand lead me, and 
« thy right Hand ſhall hold me. If 
] fay, ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall cover 
me; even the Night ſhall be Light 
« zbout Me: Yea, the Darkneſs hideth 
* not from Thee ; But the night ſhineth 
« as the Day : The Darkneſs and the 
“Light are both alike to Thee. 

Theſe were the Sentiments of that Re- 
ligious Prince, upon the important Sub- 
ject now before Us. But We may carry 
our thoughts farther ; and when We are 
offering our Supplications and Thankſ- 


givings 
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givings before the Divine Majeſtyg We 
may conſider all the Hoſt of Heaven, 
the Angels and Arch-Angels, Cheru- 
bim and Seraphim, thoſe glorious and ex- 
alted Beings, as proſtrated in a like hum- 
ble Adoration before the Moſt High 
God. We may repreſent him alſo to 
our Minds, as receiving the Homage of 
all his Reaſonable Creatures through the 
immenſe extent of his Creation; not 
only of Thoſe, who inhabit this ſmall 
ſpot, the Earth on which We dwell : 
but alſo of a Multitude, which no Man 
can number, of other Worlds, the Work- 
manſhip of his Hands. Surely, We 
cannot dwell too long upon this great, 
aſtoniſhing Reflection: We can never 
ſufficiently admire, and reverence, and 
adore, that infinitely comprehenſive Mind, 
which is capable of attending, at one 
and the ſame inſtant, to ſuch a number- 
g leſs 
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leſs variety of Worſhippers ; of knowing, 
and ſupplying all their Neceſſities ; and 
not Theirs only, but Thoſe alſo of Mil- 
lions upon Millions of other Living 
Beings, who have no Voice to utter their 
Petitions, nor Tongue to ſpeak his Praiſe. 
Let us raiſe our Imaginations ſtill 
higher, and endeavour to enlarge our 
Conceptions upon this amazing, but 
plealing Object: though, when We 
have ſtretched Them to the utmoſt Line 
of Human Intelligence, the Picture 
drawn in our Thoughts will fall ſtill in- 
finitely ſhort of the great Original. 
Let us however lift up our Hearts and 
Minds to the Lord; and endeavour to 
conceive of Him, not only as filling 
Heaven and Earth, and thoſe vaſt 
Heavenly Bodies which roll around Us, 
and the whole unbounded Extent. of 
Space; but alſo as /he High and Lofty One 
who, 
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who (according to the ſublime Deſcrip- 
tion of the Prophet Iſaiah) inhabiteth Eter- 
nity. To our limited Capacities a Com- 
putation by Days, and Tears, and Ages, 
is neceſſary: With God there is no 
Reckoning of Time; but a Thouſand 
Years are to Him as one Day, and one 
Day as @ Thouſand Years. To Us there 
are Things, already done; Things, that 
are doing; and Things, that are yet 
to do: In the infinite Comprehen- 
fion of God there is no Paſt, nor Pre- 


, fent, nor Future, as diſtinguiſhed in 


our narrow Conception; but every 
Tranſaction of innumerable Ages, and 
of innumerable Beings, All that is, or 
has been, or can be hereafter, from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting, is ſeen, and 
known, and preſent to the Eternal 


Mind. 


Thus 
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Thus far our Meditations have been 
employed upon the Omnipreſenceof God; 
as applied to Place, and Time. There 
is ſtill another View of it, which deſerves 
our very ſerious Attention; I man, his 
Knowledge of the Thoughts of Men. 
For, with reſpe& to Them alſo, we may 
be aſſured that our God ig a God at hand, 
and not a God afar off. You have heard 
the Opinion of the Pſalmiſt upon this 
matter. The Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
preaches the ſame Doctrine. He tells 
us, that God is a Diſcerner of the Heart; 
that there is no Creature that is not mani- 
feſt in his Sight ;, and \that all Things are 
naked, and open, unto the Eyes of Him, to 
whom We are accountable. And this great 
Truth is confirmed bv many other Paſ- 
ſages of Holy Scripture. 

To what a Height then muſt it raiſe 
our Ideas of God, and how greatly in- 
| C creaſe 
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creaſe our Wonder and Reverence, to 
conſider the aſtoniſhing Capacity of 
that Being, who ſees at one View all the 
Recollections, and Reaſonings, and De- 
ſigns, and Wiſhes of innumerable think- 
ing Creatures; gives a conſtant Attention 
to their Thoughts, whether good, or 
bad; and liſtens to the ſecret Devotions 
of ſo many Hearts! Who has no need, 
as poor ſhort-ſighted Mortals have, to 
be acquainted with the Actions of Men, 
in order to judge of their Intentions ; but 
knows the Sincerity of the Sincere, and 
the Hypocriſy of the Hypocrite, in it's 

very firſt inward Conception | 
I have thus laid before You what has 
occurred to Me, upon conſidering that 
Declaration of the Lord in the Prophet 
Jeremiah, which I choſe for the Subject 
af this Diſcourſe : and have endeavoured 
to lead your Minds to ſome faint Idea 
of 
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of that inexpreſſibly wonderful and tre- 
mendous Attribute of the Deity, His 
UNIVERSAL PRESENCE ; that, whenever 
you raiſe your Thoughts to Heavenly 
Things, and to GoD the Father, and Pre- 
ſerver, and Judge, of all Men, you may 
think of his adorable Majeſty as filling 
Earth, as well as Heaven; and may 
remember that you can ſpeak no Word, 
nor perform an Action, nor entertain a 
Thought in your Hearts, which can 
eſcape his infinite Knowledge; and may 
live as becomes Thoſe, who know Them- 
ſelves to be always in the Preſence of 
the Almighty. 

I have ſomething farther to ſay upon 
this Subject; but muſt reſerve it to our 
next Meeting. 
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JEREMIAH XXiii. 23, 24. 


Am J a God at hand, ſaith the Lord, and 
not a God afar off ? Can any hide himſelf 
in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not ſee Him ? 

Do not I fill heaven and Earth? ſaith 

_ the LORD. 

s there is Nothing fo worthy 

of our Daily Contemplation 

as the ſeveral infinite Perfec- 
tions of the God, who made us, and 
to whole Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, and 

Mercy we are indebted for All that 

we enjoy Here, and hope Hereafter: 

ſo there is no One of thoſe great and 
adorable Properties, which can raiſe our 


Minds to more exalted Conceptions of 
C 3 the 
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the Divine Majeſty, than This of his 
Univerſal Preſence, which is here aſſert- 
ed by the Prophet. 

In a former Diſcourſe I laid before 
you ſome Reflections upon that noble, 
and inexhauſtible Subject. I ſhewed 
you that the Omnipreſence of God was 


a Doctrine of Scripture confirmed by Rea- 


fon ; and conſidered it in three different 
Lights, as reſpecting Place, and Time, 
and the Thoughts of Thinking Beings. 
I reſerved for another opportunity to 


examine What Uſe We may make, for 


our own Advantage, of thoſe awful and 
intereſting Declarations, that. God 


c filleth Heaven and Earth; that no 


& Man can hide himſelf from His Sight, 
&« being a God at hand, and not a God 
« afar off from You, and from Me, 


and from all Mankind. 


It 
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It is indeed a delightful Thing to be 
acquainted with theſe ſublime Truths; 
the Mind of Man takes Pleaſure in 
what is magnificent and amazing. But 
it is not enough to have Our Souls af- 
fected, for the preſent moment, with 
Admiration and Reverence, If We hear 
theſe Things of God with an eager Cu- 
rioſity; liſtening to them with the ſame, 
and no greater, nor more laſting Atteri- 
tion, than we do to a Tale that is told; 
if we make no Application of them 
to the Enlargement of our Piety and 


Improvement of our Morals, there is 
great danger leſt ſuch Knowledge 


ſhould only increaſe our Condemnation. 
Let us therefore now conſider in 


what reſpects We may properly apply 
the Senſe, which we have of the con- 


ſtant Preſence of God amongſt us, to 


the Increaſe of our Devotion towards 
C 4 Him, 
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Him; to the Amendment of our Lives, 
and a conſcientious Diſcharge of our 
Duty: and what Motives to Comfort 
in Diſtreſs, to Reliance upon his Good- 
neſs, or Fear of his Diſpleaſure, may 
ariſe from that Perſuaſion. | 

And, in the firſt place, 1 dare ſay you 
will all be beforehand with me in mak- 
ing this Reflection, that, if God be at 
hand to hear our Prayers and Praiſes, 
we ought to be zealous and conſtant 
in offering them up to Him, both in 
the Public Congregation, and privately 
by Ourſelves: That We ſhould rejoice 
in every Opportunity of returning our 
ſincereſt Thankſgiving to our Heavenly 
Father for his innumerable Bleflings ; 
and imploring the Continuance of them 
for the Sake of Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, 
in whoſe Name we are commanded to 
preſent all our Petitions, 


At 
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At the ſame time, if we take care 
to poſſeſs our Minds as we ought with 
juſt Apprehenſions of that moſt 
awful Deity, in whoſe Preſence we ſtand ; 
we ſhall approach the Footſtool of his 


Devotion, remembering from whence 
we were taken; That we are but of 
the Duſt of the Earth; not only weak 
and helpleſs, but ſinful and polluted 


nite Condefcenfion in permitting us to 
have any Intercourſe, even through our 


his offended Majeſty. 

And this Conſideration ſhould ad- 
moniſh us to keep our Attention fixed, 
as much as poſſible on the Subject of 


our Prayers; that we may not diſpleaſe 
Him 


Throne with the deepeſt Humility of 


Creatures; unworthy, through our ma- 
nifold T ramgreſſions, of the Leaſt of 
his Mercies: and acknowledging his infi- 


bleſſed Mediator and Interceſſor, with 
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Him, to whom we make them, by 
the Mixture of any other Thoughts, 
much leſs any light and unworthy ones. 
If you had a Favour to aſk of a Man 
like Yourſelf, your Mind would cer- 
tainly go with your Words: How much 
more, when you are admitted to the 
Privilege of making your Deſires known 
to your Almighty Creator? 

The next thing is, when you join 
with the Congregation in confeſſing, and 
bewailing your Sins, and aſk God's Par- 
don of them, that you do it with a firm 
Reſolution of forſaking them; ſince it 
is a Mockery of his Juſtice to beg For- 
giveneſs of thoſe Provocations, which 
you intend to continue; and a kind of 
Defiance of His Vengeance, who is at 
hand to inflict ſome dreadful and immediate 
Puniſhment upon your Hypocriſy. 


2 Thus 
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2. Thus far we have conſidered the 
Divine Omnipreſence, aþ a reaſon for 
our Increaſe in Devotion and Piety to- 
wards Gad. Let us ſee what effect 
it ought to have upon our Behaviour, in 
reſpect to the Amendment of our Lives. 

Now there is not perhaps a Man 
living, not even the greateſt Sinner; 
who ; if the Queſtion were put to him, 
Which was moſt to be feared, God or 
Man ; would not anſwer, God. And yet 
we ſee, that the Practice of Multitudes 
ſuppoſes the very ReveriAto be the true 
Anſwer. For They appear by their Ac- 
tions to be much more afraid of the 
Creature than of the Creator. In the 
Preſence of the Earthly magiſtrate, who 
can at moſt but defroy the Body, they 
will commit neither Murder, nor Rob- 
bery, nor any other Crime puniſhable 
by the Law. But in the Sight of the 

Moſt 


a 
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Moſt High God, who can defiroy both 
Body and Soul in Hell, they ſin without 
Fear or Remorſe. 

And in like manner, thoſe ſmaller 
Proficients in the School of Wickedneſs, 
who will talk Prophanely, or Obſcenely, 
in the hearing of their Maker, have till 
ſo much Revyerence for their Parents, 
Maſters, and other Superiors, that they 
put on an Air of Sanctity and Modeſty be- 
fore Them: little conſidering, how highly 
their Offence againſt God is aggravated 
by their refuſing to abſtain from thoſe 
Things, out of Regard to his Command- 
ment, and to his Preſence ; which they 
ſhew that they can abſtain from, to 
eſcape the Cenſure, or Chaſtiſement of 
Men. 

And ſurely, there muſt be a ſtrange 
Perverſity in the Nature of thoſe Men, 
and a wonderful Abſurdity in their Rea- 
ſonings, 
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ſonings; who, knowing that a juſt, all- 
powerful Being, the Lord, who deteſt- 
eth Iniquity, is the Inſpector of all their 
Actions, the Obſerver of all their Words, 
and a Witneſs to all their Thoughts 
can yet bring themſelves to act, and 
ſpeak, and think, as if they were out of 
The reach of his Knowledge, or could. 
hide themſelves in ſecret Places, and 
be covered by Privacy and Darkneſs 
from the All-ſeeing Eye of God. 

It was a maxim of Pagan Philoſophy, 
that a truly good man would not be 
tempted by any Profit, or Honour, or 
Pleaſure, to do an ill Action, though 
He could be ſure of it's Concealment 
both from Gods and Men. We Chriſ- 
tians, who have the Word as well as 
Works of God, to Aſſure us of his Ex- 
iſtence; under a full conviction of the 
fulneſs of his Power, of the Perfec- 


tion 
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tion of his Knowledge, and of the Cer. 


tainty of his univerſal Preſence ; nei- 


ther doubting of his Hatred to all kinds 


of Sin, nor of his Reſolution to puniſh 
it to the utmoſt—are ſtill ſatisfied, and 
at eaſe in our Minds, if we can hide 
our Abomination from the Eyes of our 
Fellow Mortals. 

If This appears to you, as it un- 
doubtedly muſt, the higheſt degree of 
Stupidity and Madneſs; you may learn 
Wiſdom from the folly of others. Ima- 
gine, that you were allowed to ſee with 
your mortal Eyes the great Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, in all the Splendor 
of his Glorious Majeſty, and all the 
Beauties of his perfect Holineſs; would 
not ſuch a Viſion ftrike you through 
with Terror and Aſtoniſnment! Would 
it not fill your Hearts with 1 humbleſt 
Veneration, and Fear of offending 


Would it not raiſe in you an ardent 
Ambition 
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Ambition to render yourſelves accepta- 
ble in his Sight ? Why cannot we then 
reſolve to behave always, as if we ſaw 
Him, by whom we are ſure that We 
are ſeen? What are all the deluſive, 
tranſitory Enjoyments of Vice; com- 
pared with the Approbation of that 
Mighty Being, in whoſe Preſence is Full- 
neſs of Foy, and Pleaſures for the Virtu- 
ous for Evermore ? 

We are told by the pious Plalmiſt, 
that He ſet the Lord always before Him. 
If We followed his Example, would it 
be poſſible for us to injure our Neigh- 
bour, in the Sight of the God of Juſtice ? 
Gould We be cruel, or uncharitable, be- 
fore the Father of all Mercies ? Or pol- 
lute our Hearts with ſinful Thoughts, 
under the Inſpection of ſpotleſs Purity? 

This reflection, if we accuſtomed our 
Minds to it, would be che moſt availing 

Preſer- 
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Preſervative againſt all . Ungodlineſs. 
We ſhould ſay, as Joſeph did, when 
tempted to commit a ſhameful Tranſ- 
greſſion, How can I do this great 
« Wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? 
Againſt that avenging God, in whoſe 
Preſence Jam? We could never bring 
Ourſelves to take his Name in vain, by 
ſuch prophane Oaths, and impious 
Curſes, as are uttered every Day by 
thoughtleſs Men ; nor dare even to men- 
tion it in our common worldly Conver- 
{ation ; if we conſidered that we were 
heard by Him, who has declared that 
He will not hold ſuch Tranſgreſſors 
guiltleſs. We ſhould dread to make 
the leaſt unjuſt Profit to Ourſelves by 
ſecret Pilfering, Over-reaching, or any 
kind of Diſhoneſty ; if we reflected, that, 
though concealed frem Man, it is known 
to Him, who hath, ſaid: Thou /halt not 

$8 | Steal, 


DISCOURSE UI. 49 


Steal. And laſtly, we ſhould never in - 
vent any Falſhood; not even to ſave Our- 
ſelves from Worldly Diſgrace; if it were 
deeply impreſſed on our Minds, that 
every Word of our Mouth is ſpoken in 
His Hearing, who hateth a Lye, being 
the God of Truth, | 

3. To ſuch, as -make theſe good 
Uſes of the Doctrine of God Almighty's 
conſtant Preſence with Them, for the 
Inlargement of their Devotion and Piety; 
and whative, as in his Eye, in a ſincere 
Repentance of their Sins, and a conſci- 
entious Adherence to their Duty, through 
a Dread of diſpleaſing Him; there ariſes, 
not only an inexpreſſible Delight from 
the Hope of his gracious Acceptance, 
but the higheſt Conſolation in every 
worldly Diſtreſs. If they fall into cir- 
cumſtances of Calamity and Grief; are 
oppreſſed with Poverty, or Sickneſs; ex- 
D poſed 
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poſed to the Scorn and Outrage of Wick- 
ed Doers; they have learnt from Scrip- 
ture that God is at their right Hand, and 
therefore are not moved. They know 
that He is not only a Help, but @ very 
preſent Help in Trouble; and that They 
may ſafely rely on his Good Providence, 
not to ſuffer them to be tempteg by Afflic- 
tions beyond what they can bear. 

Under this conviction, they will 
wait patiently for the Lord; and though 
out of the Reach of any —_ Aſſiſt· 
ance, their Knowledge that He, their 
Protector, is not afar off, will inſpire 
Them with Comfort in Sorrow, Cou- 
rage in Danger, and Cheartulneſs in 
Want or Pain; as having a firm Aſſu- 
rance that God is an Eye-witneſs both 
to their Diſtreſſes, and their Behaviour 
under them; that He will, in due 
Time, grant them Deliverance from 


Sut- 
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Sufferings, and reward their patient Re- 


ſignation to his Holy Will with an Eter- 


nal Weight of Glory. 


4. This is the Light, which ſprings up 


in Darkneſs to the true Believer. What 
ſhall we ſay to the caſe of thoſe unhap- 
py Men, who have lived as if there were 
no God in the World; or no God, who 
obſerved their Actions? Who can de- 
ſcribe the Horror and Anguiſh of that 
Man, whoſe firſt Thought of the Pre- 
ſence of God is upon the Bed of Death; 
and who can now ſee the Lord only in 
his Terrors, as @ God at Hand no longer 
to exerciſe Mercy, but to execute Judg- 
ment ? | 

In this Light too it becomes us 
all, whilſt we are in Health, to conũ- 
der how near our God is to us; For in 


this Light too, the Declaration in the 


Prophet may be juſtly applied. We 
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can know nothing with greater Certainty 
than theſe Truths, that there is no De- 
pendance upon the Continuation of our 
Lives, no not for a Day; and that aer 
Death cometh the Judgment. We may 
therefore juſtly conſider our Judge, as 
already at the Door. A terrible Con- 
ſideration to the Wicked, but full of all 
Comfort to the Righteous! A moſt ſe- 
rious and important one, to all Mankind! 
And, whether the Souls of departed Men 
ſhall be removed, immediately after 
Death, to ſome Receptacle, which God 
day have prepared for them to remain 

in till the great Day of Account; or 
whether They ſhall ſleep in the Grave 
with their Bodies to the Time of our 
general Reſurrection; we may moſt 
truly, and moſt uſefully, in every Hour 
of our Lives, repreſentour Ever-bleſſed 
Lord to our Thoughts, as ready to al- 
e cend 
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cend his Judgment Seat : We may even 
imagine that we behold Him, as the 
Prophet Daniel did in a Viſion, ſitting 
on the Throne of his Glory, a Throne 
like the fiery flame, and it's Wheels as 
burning Fire, with Rivers of Fire 
coming forth from before Him; a 
Thouſand Thouſands of Angels mini- 
ſtering to Him, and Ten Thouſand Times 
Ten Thouſand ſtanding before Him. 
When you have ſet before your Eyes by 
Meditation this ſolemn, and affecting 
Scene; turn then to the Goſpel, and ſee 
the whole Race of Mankind divided, by 
the only Diſtinction, that will then re- 
main, the Juſt from the Unjuſt: the 
former on the Right, the latter on 
the Left Hand of that high Tribunal ; 
All waiting to hear the impartial Sen- 
tence, which is to determine their final 
Condition. 

D 3 By 
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By looking forward to this tremen- 
dous Concluſion of our Mortal State, 
We may, by God's Bleſſing, make a 


7 | [ wiſe and certain Proviſion for Eternity ; 
| 1 0 0 and by an habitual Conſideration of his 
14 Preſence with Us Here, ſecure to Our- 
1 ſelves a happy Enjoyment of it for 
_ | Ever. h | 

fn | | This is the One Thing neceſſary : God 
| | if | grant Us all Grace to attend to It. 
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PSALM IxXXv. 6, 7. 


Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, 
nor the Weſt, nor from the South. But 
God is the Judge: He putteth * One, 
and ſetieth up Another. 


3 HIS Pſalm ſeems to have been 
written with the Deſign of aſ- 
ſerting the Univerſal Dominion, 
and Providence, of God, Some have 
taken it to be a kind of Dialogue 
wherein God declares, and Man ac- 
knowledges his Sovereignty over All, 
with his juſt Reſentment againſt the 
Wicked, and his Favour to the Righte- 
ous. 


* 
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The two verſes, which are the ſub- 
ject of this Diſcourſe, will bear ſuch a 
double Interpretation, Promotion may 
be underſtood of every kind of Superiori- 
ty, which One Man has over Another, 
in Birth, Dignity, Fortune, Health, 
Strength, Underſtanding, Learning, and 
any the like Advantages either of Body 
or Mind: or it may mean the Rewards 
of Virtue, or Obedience. 

Of all theſe God Almighty is the Ori- 
ginal Giver: They do not come with- 
out his expreſs Order, or Permiſſion, 
from this Place, or from that, ſo as 
that we ſhould be able to trace them 
up tb any other Cauſe, either Accidental, 
or in our own Power; or that we might 
' go for them, as a Merchant does for his 
Cargo, to the Countries (be they Eaſt or 
Weſt, or North, or South,) where he 
is ſure of finding it. But it is God, who, 
| being 
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being the King of the whole Earth, or- 
dains all the Diſtinctions of High and 
Low, Rich and Poor, Capable or De- 
ficient, according to. his own unerring - 
Judgment of the Fitneſs of each Indivi- 
dual for the Poſt, which he is pleaſed to 
aſſign him; and who proportions the 
Recompences of Righteouſneſs, and the 
Puniſhments of Sin to the ſeveral De- 
grees of Each, by his certain Knowledge 
of the reſpective Merits of his Subjects. 
In both theſe Senſes it is truly affirmed 
by the Author of this pious Pſalm, that 
God is the Judge; who putteth down One, 
and ſetteth up another. 

Let us therefore conſider, what tis 
ferences may be drawn from theſe great 
Truth*, for the Direction of our Con- 
duct; and what Duties reſult from the 
Acknowledgement of them. 


1. And, 
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1. And, Firſt, if God is indeed the 
only Ruler and Governor, in his own 
Creation ; if He diſpoſes every Thing in 


this World, as ſeemeth beſt to his infinite 


| Wiſdom ; We ſhould be cautious of aſ- 
cribing the Events of Life to a wrong 
Cauſe ; leſt in fo doing we be found to 
act injuriouſly to our Maker, as giving 
to ſome other Principle the Honour, 
which is due to him alone. Now to 
this Cenſure thoſe People ſeem to be 
liable, who attribute any Good or Ill, 
which befalls them, to what is called 
Chance; a Cauſe exiſting only in their 
own Imagination,” and without any Re- 
ality in Nature. I: is true, that the Gen- 
tiles of old built Temples, and facri- 
ficed Victims, to an imaginaryDeity, which 


Pu 
* 


they worſhipped under the Name of 


Fortune. But this is not an Example 
for Chriſtians, who are taught by the 
Scripture, 


. 
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Scripture, that even thoſe things, which 
ſeem to be, more than Others, ſub- 
je&t to mere Hazard and Chance, are 
under Divine Direction: for ſo you 
read in the Book of Proverbs, that the 
Lot is caſt into the Lap, but the whole dif- 
poſing thereof is of the Lord. To ſay there- 
fore that our Promotion or Abaſement, 
our Succeſs or Miſcarriage, are owing to 
good or ill Luck, without any Acknow- 
ledgment of God's Providence, is like 
ſetting up a Rival againſt Him in his 
Kingdom, and worſhipping an Idol in 

his ſtead. | 
Neither ought we to impute, either to 
our own Contrivance, or to That of 
other Men, the Events, which follow 
from our own Actions, or from theirs, 
excluſively of God's Providence. Both 
We, and They, are, in truth, in many 
things; the Honour of which we 
. igno · 


. ' 
c ” - 
. 


1 


Wy * * — N 
* — — of 
g oy ns þ 
* OP 8 * 5 
— 
Poo — ͤ ð“ P ——U— — 2 — 
=s . 
* 


bo DISCOURSE ir. 
ignorantly and preſumptuouſly give to 


Ourſelves, or to Them; but inſtruments 


under Him, in carrying the Plans of his 
Government into Execution, We do 
indeed act, as our Reaſon, or Fancy 
moves us; but, when we do fo, it is 


wholly by His Permiſſion, in whom 


We live, and move, and have our Being. 
And the Event of our Actions is de- 


pendant upon Him oaly. 
You ſee with what Humility, and 


ho juſtly, the great Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks 


of thoſe Actions, which might have 
raiſed a leſs Religious Heart to Pride 
and Self. Sufficiency. For, though he 
had laboured more abundantly than all 
his Brethren in the Cauſe of Chriſt ; 
though he ſaw many Thouſands of Hea- 


then Idolaters converted by his Preach- 


ing to the Truth of the Goſpel; yet you 
hear him ſaying to the Corinthians con- 
cerning 


cerning Himſelf, and his Fellow La- 
bourer Mio is Paul, and who is Apollos, 
but Miniſters by whom you have believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man? I 
have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the Increaſe. 

The Reverſe of this fincerely humble 
and pious Character were the two great 
Princes, Nebuchadnezzar in the Old 
Teſtament, and Herod in the New. 
The Former (as you may ſee in the 
Book of Daniel) ſpoke, and faid, Is not 
this great Babylon, that I have built for the 
Houſe of the Kingdom, by the Might of my 
Power, and for the Honour of my Majeſty. 
The latter (we are told in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles) being arrayed in Royal Ap- 
parel, ſat upon his Throne, and having made 
an Oration, the People gave a Shout, ſaying, 
* It is the Voice of a God, and not of. a 
Man.” But itis worth our remarking, and 

remem- 
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remembering too, how ſuddenly the 
Judgment of God fell upon theſe impi- 
ous Men, For, as to the Firſt, we 
read, that whilſt the Word was in the King's 
Mouth, there fell a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying, O King Nebuchadnezzar, To Thee 
it is ſpoken, The Kingdom is departed from 
Thee, And as to Herod, it follows in 
the Acts, that Becauſe he gave not God 
the Glory (that is, becauſe he took to 
himſelf the Blaſphemous Flattery of the 
People) The Angel of the Lord ſmote Him 
immediately; and He was eaten of Worms, 
and ggve up the Ghaſt. 

The conſtant Language of Scripture 
is, that All is to be aſcribed to God. 
You cannot but remember our Saviour's 
Anſwer to Pilate, in St. John's Goſpel. / 
Pilate ſaid to Jeſus, Knoweſd thou not 
that I have Power to crucify thee, and 
Power lo releaſe thee ® Jeſus anſwered, 

Thou 


mrs 
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Thou couldeſt have no Power at all againſt 


me, except it were given thee from above. 
And that we ought to impute our 
Good Succeſſes no more to other Men, 
or other Things, than to Ourſelves, 
the Pſalmiſt will inform us, where he 
ſays, There is no King ſaved by the Mul- 
titude of an Hoſt : A mighty Man is not de- 
livered by much Strength: An Horſe is a 
vain Thing for Safety, neither ſhall He de- 
liver any Man by his great Strength : The 
Lord is our Help, and our Shield, 
Theſe Inſtances (you may ſay) contain 
Admonitions to thoſe in High Rank; 
as Kings, and Generals of Armies. Let 
us enquire if the ſame be not applied by 
the Inſpired Writers to the Common 
Events of Life. Except the Lerd build 
the Houſe (ſays David) they labour in 
vain, that build it. Except the Lord keep 
the City, the Watchman waketh but in vain. 


Lo 
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Lo, Children are an Heritage of the Lord, 
and the Fruit of the Womb is his Reward. 
The Huſbandman may perhaps think 
himſelf indebted to his own Induſtry and 
Skill alone, for the Quantity and Good- 
neſs of his Crop: but he ſhould know 
that it is God, who giveth Rain, both the 
Former and the Latter, in it's Seaſon, 
and appointeth the Weeks of the Harveſt, 
The Prophet Habakkuk's Expreſſions 
are very remarkable; for he treats the 
attributing of the Succeſs of our Actions 
to any thing but God's Providence, as 
a kind of Idolatry—They ſacrifice (ſays 
he) to their Net, and burn Incenſe to their 
Drag; becauſe by Them their Portion is 
fat, and their Meat plenteovs. 

The Second Inference is, that, if the 
whole Arrangement of Human Affairs, 
the Diſpoſal of Men into different 
Ranks, the Endowing of Them with 

different 
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different Capacities, and the Diftribution 
of what we call Good and Evil here, 
be from God; it follows that we ſhould 
endeavour to act ſuitably to the ſeveral 
Stations, in which He has placed us: 
every man ſtudying to improve that 
Talent, thoſe Powers, and thoſe Oppor- 
tunities, which God has given Him. 
Conſider, that, whatever Worldly Diſ- 
tinctions there may be amongſt us, 
they are eſtabliſhed by our common 
Creator for wiſe and neceſſary reaſons; 
that we are all equally his Children, 
and, unleſs we forfeit it by Diſobedi- 
ence, all equally the Children of his 
Love. tho 

maketh Thee to differ from Another, 

ſays St. Paul; and what haſt Thou, that 
| thou didſt not receive? Now, if thou didit 
receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou 
hadſt not received it? If the Rich and 
Ob E Ho- 
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Honourable pride Themſelves upon their 
ſuperior Degree, and deſpiſe the Poor; 
they abuſe the Gifts of God, acting as 
if the Kingdom were Theirs, not His; 
and forgetting that They too have a 
Maſter in Heaven. If Thoſe of low 
Condition repine, and envy the Situa- 
tion of their Superiors; their Murmur- 
ing is againſt God's Providence, who - 
has made Them what They are. 
It is, I doubt not, thought a Hard- 
ſhip by Many, that They were born to 
earn their Bread by the Sweat of their 
Brows, whilſt Others fare ſumptuouſly 
upon the Fruit of heir Labour. But 
They charge Ged fooliſhly, and inconſide- 
rately. For, without Subordination 
Society could not at all ſubGſt. If all 
were Equal; where would be the Power 
to puniſh Vice, to guard Property, and 
to protect Innocence? If every Man 
laboured 
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laboured for Himſelf alone; who would 
there be to afliſt, and ſupport thoſe, 
whoſe Infirmities prevented their provi- 
ding for Themſelves ? 

The true Wiſdom. therefore conſiſts 
in ſubmitting patiently, in all Circum- 
ſtances, to God's Providence ; leaving 
the final Event to Him, who will cer- 
tainly not fail to make up, in a future 
| ſtate, all the real Inequalities, and 
Deficiencies in This. I ſay the zeal 
Ones ; becauſe we are very apt to form 


falſe Judgments, upon the Compariſon, 


of our own State with that of other 
People. Happineſs and Milery are in 
the Minds of Men, not in their out- 
ward Circumſtances. If You judge by 
Them, you may often wiſh to change 
Places with One, who is ten times more 
wretched than Yourſelf. 
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A Third Inference from the above 
Doctrine is, that, ſince all Superiority 
or Promotion comes from God; we 
ſhould be thankful to his Providence for 
thoſe Advantages, whatever they be, 
either of Mind, or Body, whereby it 
has pleaſed Him to diſtinguiſh Us from 
the Bulk of Mankind: And That, not 
with the haughty and inſolent Gratitude 
of the Phariſee in the Parable, nor with 
our Lips only, but by Obedience to his 
Will, and with an humble Acknow- 
Jedgement of our Uuworthineſs of his 
Mercy; Conſidering always the Ends, 
for which his Goodneſs may have bleſſed 
Us with an extraordinary Qualification; 
and employing it, as far as may be in 
our Power, in the Service, and to the 
Glory, of the Giver. 

Now this particular Duty of Thank- 
fulneſs may perhaps be thought to be- 

long 


— 3% 


DISCOURSE IV. 69 
long to Thoſe only, who abound in 
Worldly Goods; but that is not the 
Caſe : The moſt indigent and diſtreſſed 
of Mankind have ſtill Matcer ſufficient 
to excite their Gratitude to God ; nay, 
perhaps, ought to be thankful even for 
their Poverty. It is my Opinion, that, 
when all Things, even of this Life, are 
taken into the Account ; there is ſcarce 
any Human Being, whoſe Comforts do 
not, actually; or might not, if his own 
Mind were not in fault, exceed his Suf- 
ferings* I ſay, might not, becauſe, in 
making this Compariſon between En- 
joyments and the Contrary, we muſt 
throw out of the Reckoning all thoſe 
Calamities, which Men by their. own 
Folly, Perverſeneſs, or Vice, have 
brought upon Themſelves; and all thoſe 
imaginary Unhappineſſes too, with which 
melancholy and . fanciful People diſ- 
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quiet their own. Souls. And it is a great 
Argument of the Truth of this Opinion, 
that, in general, even Thoſe, who com- 
plain moſt of their Situation, are ſtill as 
eager to live on, as Thoſe, who are 
more at their Eaſe, 

But, be That as it will ; there are ſtill 
not only numerous Bleſſings, but ſome 
Superiorities too, which may be enjoyed 
in the Lower Conditions of Life, but 
which are not ſo much reflected on as 
They ought to be. The Pooreſt Man 
alive may be happier in his Wife, Chil- 
dren, or other Relations, than the moſt 
Wealthy. He may have much better 
Health, fewer Anxieties, a quieter Con- 
ſcience; and, above all, may excel in the 
moſt valuable of all Excellencies, Reli- 
gion and Virtue, 

There are other very pon Pre- 
eminences too, in which He has his full 
Share. 
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Share. In the Prayers of our Church, 
we bleſs God particularly for our Crea- 
tion: and We have certainly, Every One 


of Us, great Cauſe to do it; fince it has 


pleaſed Him to bring us into Being, to 
give us ſo diſtinguiſhed a Rank amongſt 
his Creatures, by the invaluable Gift of 
Reaſon, which places Us at the Head of 
this Part of God's Univerſal Kingdom, 
wherein we dwell; and enables us to 
maintain that Dominion, which his 
Goodneſs has allotted to Us, over all 
the Brute Inhabitants of it. Here then 
is a great and general Promotion, re- 


ſpecting che hole Human Race, and 


their State in the Preſent World: And 
it is attended with another Diſtinction 


and Eminence, which demands our moſt 
devout Praiſes of the Liberal, and Bene- 


ficent, Author of our Being. What I 


mean is, his having created Us in a Ca- 
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pacity of inheriting Eternal Life and 
Happiness. If indeed we are indiffe- 
rent about our future State, and will 
make no Proviſion here for Eternity; 
we ſhall have little reaſon hereafter 
to rejoice in that Diſtinction. But the 
Mercy of God is the ſame; who, by the 
wonderful Love, which He has ſhewn 
to Mankind, in our Redemption thro” 
his Son our Saviour, has demonſtrated 
to Us his Willingneſs that All Ranks 
and Degrees of men ſhould partake of 
that great Salvation. 

Let thoſe therefore, who are full of 
Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs gpon account 
of their Hard and Laborious Condi- 
tion in this World, reflect upon theſe 
things with Gratitude, and wait with 
Patience to ſee the End of God Al- 
mighty's Diſpenſation; qualifying them- 
ſelves, in the mean while, by Repen- 

tance 
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tance of their paſt Sins, by Obedience to 
his Commands, and Reliance upon his 
Promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus (which is Faith) 
for the great Day of his Appearance : 
when it will be known to all, which was 
the true Object of Envy, whether Luxu- 
rious, IIl- ſpent, and at beſt always dan- 
gerous Wealth; or Virtuous, Contented 
. 

Fourthly—At the Beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, I obſerved to you, that the 
Promotion, which is ſaid by the Pſalmiſt 
to come neither from the Faſt, nor from 
the Weſt, but from God, who is Judge 
on whom He will beſtow it, might be 
applied, as well to the Rewards of Vir- 
tue in this World, as to any other Su- 
periority of one Man over another. 
And it is certainly true; ſince it is the 
Language of the New Teſtament, as 
well as the Old, that the Righteous are 

| bleſt 
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bleſt, even Here, for their Righteouſneſs, 
We cannot ind iſtinguiſn with cer- 
tainty, which are Bleſſings in every par- 
ticular. caſe, and which not: nor the 
Motives and Rule of God Almighty's 
Proceeding in the diſtribution of Tem- 
poral Benefits and Enjoyments. But 
we may rely upon the Aſſurance of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, that the Fact is fo. _ 
If we ſee a Man, who had before 
borne a good Character amongſt his 
Neighbours, fall into any extraordinary 
Degree of Diſtreſs, or Sickneſs, or Pain 
we are too haſty in concluding Him 
Unhappy,. or a Hypocrite, . becauſe he 
ſuffers, For we are not ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the real State of his Mind 
under what appears ſo grievous to Us; 
nor able to form any true Judgment 
with regard to the Sincerity of his Vir- 
tues. It is poſſible that God may ſup- 
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ply him with Inward Conſolations, to 
which We are Strangers; or may afflict 
Him for the Tryal of his Patience and 
Faith, the Improvement of his Obedi- 
ence, and conſequently the Increaſe of 
his Future Reward ; as we read in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews that hom the 
Lord loveth, He chaſteneth. | 

On the other hand, if the wicked are 
raiſed to Wealth and Honour, and filled 
with the good Things of this World; 
they often become Objects of Envy to 
better Men than Themſelves. But it is 
a Miſtake to infer Happineſs from ex- 
ternal Shew and Figure: or to look 
upon theſe Earthly Promotions to be 
certain Marks of God's Approbation. 
An Ungodly Man may be tormented, 
in the midſt of his Affluence, with the 
Reproaches of his Conſcience: if he 
be not, he is but ſa much the more 

4 Miſe» 
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Miſerable; as his Caſe is then more deſpe- 
rate with regard to a Future State. Nei- 
ther are theſe Things, which are ſo highly 
eſteemed by Us, in any other ſenſe Bleſſ- 
ings; than as they are well uſed, and made 
conducive to our everlaſting Happineſs. 
If they were Bleſſings abſolutely, and 
in themſelves, they would not be be- 
ſtowed, as they often are, 12. the 
Worſt of Men. 

But whatever vain Imaginations may 
enter into the Heart of Man, what- 
ever Doubts or Suſpicions he may 
entertain now with regard to the Pro- 
ceedings of his Maker; we ſhall be 
all, in the End, fully convinced of 
this great Truth, that The "Lord is 
Righteous in all his Ways, and Holy in 
all his Works : and ſhall very probably 
then find, that thoſe Diſpoſitions of 


Providence; which we complain of as 
Hard- 
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Hardſhips; were in truth the greateſt 


Proofs of Mercy to Us. 

Such Difficulties, therefore, it will 
become Us to leave entirely to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and Searcher of all 
Hearts, The Judge wwho putteth down 
One; and ſetteth up Another. It is enough 
for our Encouragement to perſevere in 
Obedience to his holy Laws, and for the 
Exertion of our utmoſt Endeavours to 


pleaſe Him, to know with Certainty (as 


we all do) that; whatever may be our 
Condition in this World; in the next, 
when all Accounts will be balanced be- 
tween the Creator and the Creature, 
we ſhall not fail to receive our juſt, 
and full, Recompence of Reward. 
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MATTHEW zi. 5. 


The Poor have the Goſpel! preached unte 
Them. | 


Or, as it ſhould rather be tranſlated. 
The Poor have the good News told Them. 


ET Us enquire, Firſt, What 
1. this Goſpel, or Good News, is. 


Secondly, Why it is called Good News. 


Thirdly, Why it is Good News to the 
Poor in particular. 


Now as to the firſt Queſtion, you 
need not to be told that the Goſpel, or 


Goop 
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Good News (for ſo the Word Goſpel 
ſignifies) mentioned in the Text, is the 


Coming of Jeſus Chriſt vpon Earth, 


to inſtruct Mankind more perfectly in 
the Law of God; to inform them of 
the Terms, upon which their Sins would 
be forgiven; to make knoy,a to them 
the Certainty of a Reſurrectiun to Eter- 
nal Life, with the Rewards of Faith, 
and Obedience; to lay down his Life, 
as 2 Propitiation for their Iniquities; 


and laſtly, to confirm the Truth of his 


Miſſion, and Doctrine, by Riſing from 
the Dead: or, in other words, to tell 
Us, that if we will comply with the 
Will of God as delivered and explain- 
ed to us by Jeſus Chriſt, acknow- 
ledging Him as our Lawgiver, our 
Guide, our Lord, and our Saviour ; re- 
penting, and forſaking our paſt Evil 
ways, and ſerving God for the future 

4 | ſincerely, 
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ſincerely, and to the End; we ſhall be 

raiſed hereafter, as Chriſt himſelf was 

raiſed, from the Sleep of Death, to the 

Enjoyment of Everlaſting Happineſs 

with him in a better World. | 
Secondly. 


Theſe were undoubtedly, as was de- 
clared by the Angel, when He pro- 
claimed the Birth-of the Meſſiah to the 
Shepherds, Glad Tidings of great Foy to 
all People; the greateſt and beſt Good 
News, which was ever brought from 
Heaven to Earth. It does not appear that 
it was told to Adam, or to Noah, or 
to Moles, ſo explicitly that They might 
deliver, and leave it upon Record, for 
the Comfort of their Poſterity. Some 
dark Prophetic Hints were indeed given, 
to be explained in due time by their 
Impletion; as the Age of the 
Meſſiah grew Marer, the Revelations 

9 made 
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made to the later Prophets were more 
clear and intelligible: but we do not 
find in Scripture, that They had any 
poſitive and direct Aſſurance of a Future 
Reſurrection from the Grave. We are 
indeed told by our Saviour, that Abraham 
ſaw his Day; God Almighty having, no 
doubt, vouchſafed to Him; in whom, 
as the great Progenitor of Chriſt, a// 
the Nations of the Earth were to be 
bleſſed ; ſome Foreſight of his Coming, 
by a particular Revelation. And we 
read that; though at the Diſtance of ſo 
many hundred Tears; when he ſaw that 
great day of Redemption, He was Glad. 
But the Publiſhing and Proclaiming of 
thoſe Glad Tidings, the bringing Life 
and Immortality zo Light, was reſerved 
to the Son of God, who condeſcended 
r, as well as 


to be himſelf the Meſſeg 
Author, of our S vstid 1. is by Him, 
„ ms 


nine 
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and through Him alone, that We have 
received This, the moſt gracious of all 
the Gifts of our merciful Creator, Re- 
pentance unto Life. 

The Deſcription of the Heathen World 
before the Coming of Chriſt, as we 
find it in the Scriptures, is indeed dark 
and deplorable. Born to the inheritance 
of death, as the Deſcendents of a Fore- 
father, who had forfeited Immortality, 
They were ſure that this Mortal Life 
would end, but had no Certainty of a 
Reſurrection. At the ſame time we 
find. Them given up to all Manner of 
Wickedneſs ; and practiſing the moſt in- 
famous and execrable Vices, without 
Shame or Remorſe. We may judge to 
what a Degree the Abominations of 
thoſe Ages, were carried, even ſo early 
as in the Time of Abraham, by whar 

we read in the Book of Geneſis of the 
55 F 2 State 
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State of that great City, which God de- 
ſtroyed by fire from Heaven. For, if 
there had been only Ten good Men 
found therein, God would have ſpared 
ic for the Tens Sake. But thoſe antient 
Gentile-People, with ſcarce any excep- 


tion, and their Succeſſors, throughout | 


all the then known World, had loſt the 


Remembrance, not only of God's Laws, 


bur of God himſelf too. The Wor- 
ſhip due to Him, the only true Lord, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, was 
paid to the Sun, Moon, and Stars; 
to dead Men and Women; to Evil 
Spirits; and even to Birds, Beaſts, and 
Plants, and to Stocks and Stones: Nay 
the Religion of the Wiſeſt and moſt 
Civilized People among them, as eſta- 
bliſhed by their Laws, was the groſſeſt 
and. moſt Diabolical Idolatry ; for there 
was no kind of Immorality, which had 

not 
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not it's Practiſers and Patrons, in ſome 
or other of their Falſe Gods. | 

It is however true, that in the midſt 
of this univerſal Depravity and Pollu- 
tion, there aroſe ſome few more diſcern- 
ing Spirits; who had reaſoned them- 
ſelves into the Practice of Virtue, and a 
Contempt of the abſurd and | unworthy 
Superſtitions of the Age they lived in. 
But thoſe dim and feeble Lights were 


far from ſufficient to illuminate a whole 


World ; which lay (as St. Paul acquaints 
us) in Darkneſs, 1 the Shadow of 
Death, 

It muſt be acknowledged alſo, that 
in the moſt refined times of Paganiſm, 
ſome of the Wiſeſt of the Heathens, 
whom they called Philoſophers, had, 
from ſeveral arguments, conceived a 
doubtful Expectation of a Life after 
Death, and of Rewards and Puniſh- 

3 ments 
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ments attending it. But the Doctrine 
fell into bad Hands; and was ſo ridicu- 
louſly dreſſed up, and disfigured by their 
Poets in improbable Fables, that it could 
have no general Influence upon the Mo- 
ral Behaviour of Mankind: and was not, 
as one of their own Authors in a later 
age tells us, believed even by Chil- 
dren. 

In the mean while; with regard to 
That, which is the great Comfort and 
Boaſt of Chriſtianity, the Grant of Par- 
don to Repentant Sinners; They had 
certainly, neither Philoſophers, nor Peo- 
ple, the leaſt Knowledge, nor Aſſurance. 
There was indeed an Opinion amongſt 
them, that the Anger of their Gods 
might be appeaſed : but ir went, and 
could, upon the Principles of mere un- 
afſiſted - human Reaſon, go no farther 
than a bare Hope that it might be ſo, 
This 
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This however put them upon ſeveral 
ſuperſtitious Methods of expiating their 
greater Tranſgreſſions; as by various 
Ceremonies, Waſhings, Abſtinences, 
and Sacrifices to their Infernal Deities: 
But, being ignorant of the only true 
Propitiation ſor Sin, the Blood of Chriſt, 
they increaſed their Guilt bx the Idola- 
trous means, which they uſed to can- 
cel it, and contrived to make their very 
Atonements Criminal. 

Neither were the Jews themſelves, 
when Chriſt came into the World, in 
a State of much greater Purity ; though 
at that time indeed, free from Idolatry, 
and Worſhippers of the true God. For 
They too had corrupted their Ways 
and were, in regard to Moral Virtue, 
ſuch, as a People might be expected to 
be, whoſe Teachers and Guides, the 
Scribes and Phariſees, are ſtiled by 
F 4 our 
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our bleſſed Saviour a Generation of Vi- 
pers. There was one Set of Men too 
amongſt them, called Sadducees, who 
profeſſed the Diſbelief of a Future State. 
Judge then from this Picture of the 
Whole World; as well Jew as Gentile, 
at the Time, when it pleaſed God to 
ſend his Son into it; what Need. They 
all had of a Teacher and Redeemer. 
Jndge too what Cauſe They had, and 
what We too have; who are deſcended 
from Heathen Anceſtors, and- ſhould 
doubtleſs, if Chriſt had not come, have 
inherited both their Vices and Impie- 
ties. — What Caule, I ſay, both They 
and We have, and our Poſterity will 
have alſo, to rejoice - with exceeding 
great Joy in the Arrival of our Univer- 


{al Deliverer. | 
St. Luke acquaints us in the ſecond 


Chapter of his Goſpel, with what Exul- 
tation 
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tation and Triumph this infinite Mer- 
cy of God to Man was proclaimed by 
a Multitude even of the Heavenly Hoſt; 
who glorified God for that Peace and 
Good Will (that is, Reconciliation and 
Acceptance) which He was then vouch- 
ſafing to his ſinful Creatures, 

You read there too of the extraor- 
dinary Delight and Satisfaction expreſſed 
by Simeon, a juſt, devout and inſpired 
Iſraelite, when he held in his Arms the 
Saviour of the World, being then but 


eight Nays old : How he prayed to 


God in that pious ' Hymn, which we 
{till repeat in our Churches, that He 
might not outlive the Day, in which his 
Eyes had /een the Salvation of the Lord; 
The Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of his People Iſrael. For He thought 
himſelf arived at the higheſt Pitch of 
Human Happineſs ; as he could then go 

down 
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down to his Grave with a full Aſſurance 
of a joyful Reſurrection, | 

We ſee too how Cornelius, the firſt 
of the Gentiles, who was lightened by 

that Light from Heaven, called together 
his Kinſmen and near Friends, to hear the 
Good News, which Peter was ſent to 
tell him; and how he magnified God when 
he heard it. For he. too was à devout 
Man ; One, who feared God with all his 
Houſe, and gave much Aims to the People. 

And certainly ſuch Men, as He and 
Simeon are repreſented to have been, 
can never reflect without Gladneſs of 
Heart upon the unparalleled Love and 
Kindneſs of God to Mankind in the Ef- 
fects of the Chriſtian Revelation. They 
will rejoice in ſeeing the Penalty of an 
Eternal Death; a Death without Reſur- 
rection, which followed the Diſobedi- 


ence of their firſt Parent; aboliſhed by 
the 
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the Second Adam. They will rejoice in 


knowing the Will of God ſo much more 
perfectly than it was ever known before, 


either to Gentile, or to Jew; and in the 


promiſed Aſſiſtance -of his Holy Spirit 
to enable them to perform it. They 
will rejoice too in that moſt merciful 
Aſſurance, which God hath given Us 
all, of Pardon upon Faith in Chriſt, and 
ſincere Repentance. But above all, their 
Joy will be unſpeakable, as St. Peter ſays, 
and full of Glory; in the infinite Bounty 
of God in making Them joint Heirs of 
Heaven with Chriſt their Saviour, and 
rewarding the poor, imperfect Services 
of a tranſitory Life, with the pleaſures 


of a bleſſed Eternity. 
It is plain then, that there was abun- 


dant Reaſon for calling the Chriſtian 
Revelation. by the name of - Goſpel, or 
Good 
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Good News. So it now only remains to 
enquire, 


Thirdly, 

Why it is called ſo with reſpe& to 
the Poor in particular; being repreſented 
as an Information ſo advantageous to 
Them, that it is ranked, not. only by 
the Prophet Iſaiah, but by our Saviour 
too Himſelf, amongſt thoſe diſtinguiſh- 
ing Marks of the Meſſiah, the making 
the Lame walk, the Lepers clean, the 
Deaf to hear, and the Dead to live. 

Now beſides thoſe General Benefits 
accruing to all Mankind, and conſe- 
quently to the Poor as much as to the 
Rich, which I have above ſet forth; 
They, the Poor, ſeem to have a pecu- 
liar Cauſe of Joy and Gratitude, in re- 


ſpect to the following Particulars, 
| 1. The 
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1. The firſt is, that, whereas the 
Jewiſh Religion was burthened with 
coſtly Sacrifices, and laborious annual 
Journeys from all Parts of Judea to 
Jeruſalem; That of Chriſt is brought 
home, in a manner, to Every Man's 
Dwelling: conſiſts in a ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip, the offering up of the Corrupt 
Paſſions of the Heart to God, inſtead of 
the Sacrifice of Bulls and of Goats; and 
laſtly (to ſpeak in the Prophetic Style 
of Iſaiah) that the Chriſtian Poor need 
no longer jpend their money for That, 
which is not Bread, and their Labour for 
That, which ſatisfieth not; but may (com- 
paratively) buy, and eat, Wine and Milk 
(that is the Spiritual Food of the Gol- 
pel) without Money, and without Price. 

2. A ſecond particular Profit to the 


Poor is, that in the Goſpel of Chriſt all 


that is neceſſary to Salvation is contain- 
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ed in a few, eaſy, and intelligible Precepts, 
ſuited to the Capacity and Knowledge 
of Thoſe, who have had no Leatned 
Education; but muſt truſt to pure un- 
improved Reaſon for comprehending 
the Rules and Extent of their Duty. 
Whereas in the other Syſtem of Reli- 
gion there was ſuch a Multitude of 
difficult Obſervances ſuperadded to the 
Moral Law, that it required much 
Time and Application to underſtand, 
and fix Them in the Memory 
3. A Third Benefit to the Poor con- 
fiſts in the principal and diſtinguiſhing 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity, I mean that of 
Charity; in one Branch of which, the 
Duty of Alms, and ſuch other Aſſiſt- 
ances as Riches can afford to Poverty, 
the indigent and nedeſſitous Members 
of Human Society are more particularly 


concerned. And it cannot but give Them 
1 the 
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the higheſt Comfort to obſerve, how 
ſtrongly this Virtue is recommended in 
the Goſpel by the Charitable Author of 
our Religion; and what Encouragement 
is given to All Thoſe, who are in a 
Condition to exerciſe it, by his gracious 
Declaration, that, whoever ſhall give a 
Cup of Cold Water to drink, in his Name, 
(that is, for his ſake,) io Thoſe who belong 
to Chriſt (the Religious and Virtuous 
Poor) ſhall not loſe his Reward, 

4. A Fourth Advantage may be infer- 
red from that Declaration of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, that to Whom Lilile is given, of 
Him Little ſhall be required. In conſe- 
quence of which, when the poor Man 
ſhall make the Compariſon of his own 
Condition, with that of his Wealthy 
Neighbour; and ſhall have conſidered, 
for how many more Duties, and how 
many more Capacities and Opportuni- 

ties 
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ties of performing Them, Thoſe in 
higher Circumſtances of Life are ac- 


countable; and with how great a Stew- 
ardſhip God hath intruſted Them re- 


collecting at the ſame Time what is ſaid 


in the Goſpel of the extreme Difficulty 
attending their Salvation : He will hard- 
ly be tempted to envy ſuch a dangerous 
Pre-eminence, or wiſh to exchange his 
own one only Talent, for the Ten com- 
mitted to the Rich Man's Care and 
Improvement. | 

5. Another Conſideration is, that E- 
quality amongſt all the Children of 
God, which is eſtabliſhed by the Goſ- 
pel. There Thole of the loweſt Con- 
dition may learn, to their Comfort, that 
in Chriſt Jeſus there is neither Maſter 
nor Servant, neither Rich nor Poor, 
neither Learned nor Unlearned ; but all 


have an equal Share in the Benefit of his 
Death 
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Death and Reſurrection. For in his 
Sight, the only Standard of Human 
Merit is Faith and Obedience. So 
that, when We all appear before his 
Judgment Seat, They will ſee theſe 
vain and empty Worldly Diſtinctions 
levelled; and that the Pooreſt Virtuous 


Cottager will receive that Honour from 


God, which will be refuſed to the 
Wealthieſt Wicked Subject, and to 
the moſt Powerful Tyrants of the 

Earth, | 
6. This Conſolation belongs likewiſe 
to another Species of Poor, the Poor 
in Spirit; thoſe meek and humble 
Chriſtians, of whom (as is declared by 
our Saviour) is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
For They too have their Share in this 
laſt and greateſt Advantage, of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, to the Poor; ſince 
They too are aſſured of a full and ever- 
| G laſting 
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laſting Compenſation, in a better World, 
for all they ſhall have ſuffered in 
This; Whether it be Hunger, and 
Thirſt; or Cold and Nakedneſs; or 
Contempt and Oppreſſion. All theſe 
Things will be undoubtedly conſidered, 
and allowed their due Weight, in the 
final Account, by the juſt and impar- 
tial Judge. It is Then that the cruel 
Sufferings of Martyrs; the Patience of 
the Pious Chriſtian in bearing the Scoffs 
and Deriſions of the Ungodly; the 
hard, and uncealing Labour of the 
Lower Ranks of Life, (where They 
have not been Themſelves wanting in 
their Service to God, and to ſuch Offices 
of Charity to their Brethren as They 

were capable of) and the conſcientious 
Diſcharge of their Duty by Servants, 
more- eſpecially under hard and unrea- 
ſonable Maſters; will have an ample 
RNecom- 
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Recompence: And They will all have 
reaſon to remember, with Joy and 
Gladneſs that gracious Aſſurance of 
their Benevolent Saviour, that They, 
who mourn here, ſhall be comforted 
Hereafter, 
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Mic AA vi. 8. 


God hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
Good: And what dath the Lerd re- 
quire of thee, but ta do Fuſtly, to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God? 


'T HE great End of all the De- 
fires, and Endeavours, of the 
Human Race being Good, or 
Happineſs ; it has been a conſtant En- 
quiry amongſt Men, wherein That con- 
ſifted, and what were the ſureſt Means 
of obtaining it. But, with regard to 
both thoſe Points, there has been an 
endleſs Variety of Miſtakes; whilſt 
ſome have been ſearching for the ob- 
ject of their Wiſhes, where it was not 

G 3 | to 
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to be found; and Others, though know- 


ing where it was placed, have been la- 


bouring to get Poſſeſſion of it by Wrong 
Methods. 

Of the former Sort are Thoſe, who 
have underſtood their Happineſs to con- 
ſiſt in the Wealth, or Power, or Pleaſures, 
or Praiſe, or Wiſdom of this World: 
Of the Latter, Thoſe, who conſidering 
God Almighty to be, as He indeed is, the 
only Giver of Happineſs, both Now, 
and Hereafter, have ſought to gain his 
Favour by falſe Perſuaſions, and indif- 
ferent, or inſufficient, or even criminal 
Performances. In the firſt Claſs we 
may rank with ſcarce any Exception, 
the whole Heathen World: in the laſt, 
ſuch of the Jews, as truſted to the 
Sacrifices of Beaſts and Birds, and the 
other Ceremonial Obſervances of their 
Law, and to Them Only, to make 

Them 
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them acceptable in the Sight of God; 
and likewiſe all Such Chriſtians, as place 
their Hope of Salvation in any thing be- 
ſides ſincere Faith and Obedience. 

The inſpired Writer, from whom 
the words above quoted are taken, 
ſeems to have had in his view this Decep- 
tion; which Men in general, and Thoſe 
of his own Country, the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, in particular, put upon Them- 
ſelves, with reſpe& either to the true 
End of their Purſuits, or the true Ways 
of ſucceeding in Them. He ſuppoſes 
the great Object of Thoſe, who ſacri- 
ficed the Fruits of the Earth, the Beaſts 
of the Field, and even their own Chil- 
dren, to be the Favour of the Deity; 
„ Wherewith (ſays He) will the Lord 
{© be pleaſed ; with Thouſands of Rams, 
© or Ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil? 
Shall I give my Firſtborn for my 

64 “ Tranſ- 
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Tranſgreſſion; the Fruit of my Bo- 
dy for the Sin of my Soul?” But 
he lets them know, in the next verſe, 
that though they might judge rightly of 
the Object, they miſtook the Means— 
That God had ſhewn them Vat is Good, 
viz. Wherein their true Happineſs con- 
ſiſted, namely, in Pleaſing Him :—and 
then proceeds to acquaint Them with 
the right Way of Pleaſing Him, which 
is by complying with what he requires : 
by Doing Justy - Loving Mercy—and 
Walking Humbly with God. 

I will not _ farther into what con- 
cerns either Heathen, or Jew, in this 
Admonition of the Prophet; ſince the 
Former, as having only the dim Light 
of Nature, and ſome obſcure Tradi- 
tions, for his Guides; and the Lat- 
ter, with no better than Temporal Pro- 
miſes from Above, and with a high 

Opinion 
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Opinion, received from his Anceſtors, of 
the Importance of the Law of Ceremo- 
nies ; might both perhaps more excuſe- 
ably miſtake their Way. But whether 
their Miſunderſtanding of this great 
Point were equally or leſs criminal; 
(which muſt be left to the Judge of All) 
it is certainly, to Us Chriſtians; Who 
know more perfectly the Will of God, 
and who are taught by the Goſpel to 
expect Eternal Salvation from his Ac- 
ceptance only; of infinite Conſequence 
to learn the true Method of recommend- 
ing Ourſelves to It. 

Yet ſo it has happened to Multitudes, 
perhaps to much the greater Number of 
the Believers in Chriſt, that partly thro” 
the Blindneſs or Wickedneſs of their 
ſpiritual Conductors, and party thro' 
the general Inclination of Mankind to - 
purchaſe Happineſs at the cheapeſt Rate, 

the 
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the Right Road to Heaven has been 
groſly miſrepreſented, or miſtaken; and 
the Traveller has been led, by ne Hop 
of finding a ſhorter Way to the Had of 
his Journey, into ſuch By-Paths, as can 
never bring him Thither at all. 

Of this kind are the Pardons for Paſt 
Sins, and Licences to commit Others, ſold 
by the Popes to Thoſe of Their Com- 
munion : Reliance upon Prieſtly Ab- 
ſolution, without real Repentance and 
Amendment; and the Multiplying of 
Interceſſors with God Almighty, by the 
Worſhip of Angels, and of the Virgin 
Mary, and innumerable other dead Men 
and Women, and even of the Wood of 
the Croſs; in contempt of the One Only 
true Mediator between God and Man, 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, 

To Theſe may be added their Pilgri- 
mages to the Tombs of real or pretend- 

| ed 
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ed Saints, and offerings at the Altars 
of Images; Relicts worn for Charms; 
Abſtinences from Fleſh upon certain 
Days, to be bought off for Money; 
Maſſes for the Dead, and Burying in 
the Dreſſes of Monks and Nuns: All 
ſhameful Impoſitions upon Men, and 
Mockeries of their Maker; By ſome of 
which the Power of the Everlaſting God 
is believed to be lodged in the Hands of 
Mortals like Ourſelves, who dare to 
bargain with his. Juſtice, and ſet his 
Mercy to Public fale. There is like- 
wiſe the Prohibition of Marriage to the 
Clergy, and to many Thouſands of 
others both Men and Women, impri- 
ſoned in their Convents, and falſely in- 
ſtructed to imagine that they are plea- 
ſing God by counteracting his Provi- 
dence, and by Diſobecience to his great 

Original 
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Original Commandment to incraaſe, and 
multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, 

There is another too, and that a 
molt pernicious Miſtake of the Way to 
pleaſe God, practiſed by the fame Peo- 
ple; I mean That of Perſecution for 
the ſake of Difference of Opinion upon 
Religious Subjects. I call It a Miſtake, 
as being perſuaded that Many, through 
a falſe Zeal, have thought they were 
ſerving God by Inhumanity to his Crea- 
tures; though it muſt be evident to all 
Thoſe; who have acquainted them- 
ſelves, as they ought, both with the 
Practice and Precepts of our bleſſed 
Saviour; that even Perjury, and Blaſ- 
phemy, are not more repugnant to the 
Spirit of his Goſpel, than this wicked 
Doctrine, the Reverſe of all Charity, 
which authoriſes the forcing of the Con- 
ſciences of Men by Bodily Sufferings ; 


offers 
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offers the Sacrifice of Moloch to the God 
of Iſrael; and teaches the ignorant Mul- 
titude to harden their Hearts againſt 
Compaſſion, and to dedicate the moſt 
Diabolical Cruelties to the Father of 
all Mercies, 

We of the Reformation are happy in 
being delivered from ſuch groſs and 
wretched Deluſions, and no longer finding 
ourſelves under that worſt of Famines, 
which is ſtiled by the Prophet Amos, a 
Famine of the word of God; ſince We 
are now allowed the Uſe of our Bibles, 
and have learnt from Thence not only 
to place our true Happineſs in the Ap- 
probation of our Maker; but to hope 
for that Approbation from Faith in 
Chriſt our Saviour, and our own ſincere 
Endeavours to perform his Will; not 
from any vain -and inſignificant Expe- 
dients of Human Contrivance: Much 

leſs 
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leſs from the Worſhip of Wood and 
Stone; from Contradiction to his Laws, 
and from Cruelty to our Brethren. 

It is however worth our while to exa- 
mine our own hearts with Care, that 
we may be aſſured that our Hopes of 
future Happineſs are built upon their 
right Foundation, which is the Atone- 
ment of Chriſt for our repented and for- 
ſaken Sins, and the Promiſe of God's 
Acceptance of our imperfect (if ſincere) 
Obedience, through Him only, 

For it ought not to be concealed, that 
Many even of Thoſe, who have em- 
braced and profeſs a purer Chriſtianity, 
have added divers new Ways of 
Salvation to thoſe preſcribed by the 
Goſpel ; and have led Others afier Them 
into a Reliance upon the ſame erroneous 
and unprofitable Additions to the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


I will 
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- I will mention ſome Inſtances of this 
kind too. 

The Firſt is of Thoſe, who convert in- 
different Things into Eſſentials; who 
confine Salvation to their own Se&, and 
to certain Ways of Thinking upon 
Matters of little Conſequence ; weakly 
imagining that God delights in particu- 
lar Denominations, and IBeſſes, and Poſ- 
tures, and Ceremonies, td the Excluſion 
of all Others. This is what We pro- 
perly call Superſtition. | 

A greater and more dangerous Error 
is Theirs, who depend upon what They 
ſtile the imputed Righteeuſneſs of Chrilt to 
ſave Them, without any Neceſſity of 
living Righteouſly Themſelves: Who 
pretending to certain Inward Commu— 
nications from the Spirit of God, and 
making Shew of a more exalted Sanctity, 
and a iſdom above what is VTiiten, dare 
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' to give hard Wards to Moral Virtue, 


and vilify Obedience to the Command- 
ment of God. But theſe Men reft their 
Hopes upon a Foundation not laid in 
the Goſpel. For by That we are aſſured, 
that the End of Chriſt's Coming was to 
purify to Himſelf a People zealous of Good 
Works ; and that our Happineſs, or Mi- 
ſery, in the next World, will depend upon 
our Actions, as well as on our Faith, in 
This, 

There are Others, who have their 
Reliance upon certain Arbitrary De- 
crees, which They ſuppoſe God Al- 
mighty to have made from all Eternity 
in favour of Some of his Creatures; 
imagining that They are Themſelves in 


the Number of the Elect. An impious 


Perſuaſion, which aſcribes Partiality to 
the God of Juſtice; and ſuppoſes Him 
capable of mocking poor mortal] Men 


0 with 
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with an Offer of Eternal Happineſs, 
whom yet He had before 2 
to Eternal Miſery. 

Theſe are Miſtakes in Point of Doc- 
trine, and ſurely very hazardous ones. 
There are others in Practice, which it 
equally concerns us to avoid. 

One is of thoſe, who live as if all 
Religion were contained in external Acts 
of Worſhip, contenting Themſelves with 
performing one Part of their Duty, and 
forgetting all the Reſt. Such were the 
Phariſees ; whom our Saviour reproached 


with neglecting the weightier Points of 


Te Law, whilſt they were ſcrupulous 
Jbſervers of things of leſs Conſequence. 
And ſuch are Thoſe amongſt Us; who 
come conſtantly to Church, and join in the 
Publick Prayers, but give no other 
Proof of their Chriſtianity. Once in a 


Week they ſeem to recollect, that there 
H is 
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is a God above them: The Remainder 
of their Time is ſpent as if there were 
None. They ſay long Prayers, and de- 
vour Widows Houſes : they ſay to their 
Redeemer, Lord, Lord; but do not his 
Will, But This is mocking God in- 
ſtead of ſerving Him; and will, it is to 
be feared, expoſe Them to a more ſevere 
Condemnation, f 

Others ſeem to depend upon a partial 
Obedience, abſtaining from ſome Sins, 
and indulging themſelves in Others. 
Theſe Men will not rob their Neigh- 
bour of his Money or Goods; but will 


make no Scruple of corrupting his Wife, 


or Daughter, or of taking away his Good 
Name by uncharitable Reflections. They 
abhor Cruelty and Murder; but will 
leaye their poor ſtarving Neighbour 
to periſh for want of their Relief: Or, 
if they do give Alms to the Poor, 
: | | They 
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They will at the ſame Time make no 
Conſcience of cheating, and plundering 
the Rich; vainly truſting that Charity 
will cover Diſhoneſty. But They would 
do well to remember, that He, who ſaid, 
Thou ſhall open thine Hand to the needy, ſaid 
allo, Thou ſhalt not ſteal; and fo of the 
Reſt; all the Commandments of God 
being equally binding upon Us. For his 
Juſtice will not compound with Sinners 
to do This, and leave Another undone; 
and it cannot be too often repeated, that 
an uniform, univerſal Obedience is re- 
quired at our hands. 

But the moſt deplorable, and fatal 
Error is of Thoſe, who truſt their Hopes 
of Salvation to a Death-bed Repentance; 
and flatter themſelves that they may 
die the Death of the Righteous, though 
they have lived the Life of Sinners, 
We ought not certainly to fer Limits to 

* H 2 the 
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the Mercies of God; but neither ought 

we to extend them beyond the War- 
rant of Scripture: and here we ſhall 

in vain ſeek for any Encouragement to 
ſuch a Preſumption upon his Goodnels. 
If God requires of Us a conſtant Per- 
formance of our Duty to the End, how 

25 can we expect he will pardon a con- 
ſtant Neglect of it from the Beginning? 
What can induce us to imagine, that the 
imperfect Service of an Hour ſhould a- 
tone for the Rebellion of a whole Life? 


It is true that the Goſpel promiſes the 
Happineſs of Heaven to Repentance: 
but we deceive ourſelves if we think 
that a mere Sorrow for Sin, and a Sor- 
row, eſpecially, deferred till we can ſin 
no more, is a Goſpel Repentance. To 
conſtitute This, there muſt be Amend- 
ment as well as Grief; and a future 


Righteouſneſs to ballance paſt Tranſ- 
| greſſions. 
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greſſions. But what Room is there, in 
the laſt Minutes of Life, either for 

Amendment, or future Righteouſneſs ! 
There are two Inſtances however in 
Holy Writ, with which ſome may have 
comforted Themſelves in this Hopeleſs 
Caſe. The Firſt is That of the La- 
bourers in the Parable; who, though 
they came in the laſt Hour of the Day 
to the Work of the Vineyard, yet re- 
ceived the ſame Pay with thoſe, who 
had wrought from the Morning, But 
They, who apply this Parable fo, ſhould 
conſider, that the Idleneſs of thoſe La- 
bourers was not their own Fault; for the 
Reaſon of their having loitered all the 
Day long was, that No Man had hired 
Them. Now This is far from any 
Reſemblance to the Caſe before Us. 
Thoſe unhappy Chriſtians, who have 
ipent their beſt Days in Sin, cannot 
f H 3 allege 
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allege the ſame Excuſe; ſince They have 
had, from their Childhood, the gracious 
and preſſing Invitations of the Goſpel to 
enter upon the Work of their Salva- 
tion, .and have wiltully declined accept- 
ing them. 

The other Inſtance is what is men- 
tioned of the Penitent Thief. But his 
Caſe too was extremely different, For 
it is not at all probable, confidering That 
Man's Occupation, that He had ever 
heard the Preaching of our Saviour, and 
his Apoſtles ; and that having become a 
Convert to his Doctrine, He had fallen 
back into Sin. The Truth of his Caſe 
ſeerns to be, that he had been perſuad- 
ed by what he heard and ſaw, in thoſe 
laſt Days of his Life, in relation to Jeſus 
Chriſt, He was convinced that He was, 
what He claimed to be, the Son of God, 
and Saviour of the World; and ſo took 

0 the 
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the firſt Oportunity of declaring his 
Faith and Repentance. In ſo doing He 
complied with the Terms of the Goſpel, 
which promiſes Forgiveneſs and Eternal 
Life to Thoſe who Repent, and Believe; 
and as That was his laſt Action in this 
World, He could not afterwards forfeit 
his Title to the Promiſe, Our Saviour 
therefore did in eſſyct ſay little more to 
this Penitent Thief, than what He is 
mentioned by St. Luke to have ſaid to 
the Publican Zaccheus, upon is Con- 
feſſion and Repentance, — This Day is Sal- 
vation come to this Houſe. 

Now, if You would apply this Tranſ- 
action, fo, as to found any Hopes upon 
it of a Sinner's obtaining Paradiſe by a 
Death-bed Repentance; You mult put 
him into the fame Circumſtances with 
this Malefactor upon the Crols. You 
muſt ſuppoſe Him to be One, who was 
H 4 an 
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an utter Stranger to the Terms of the 
Goſpel to che very Time of his laſt IIl- 
neſs; and One, Who, upon the firſt 
hearing an Account of Chriſt and his 
Doctrine, was immediately converted; 
became a true Chriſtian, and declared his 
Reſolution of turning to God by Faith, 
and Amendment of Life. But This is 

a Thing ſcarcely poſſible in our Days. 
If, therefore, you are convinced by 
what you have heard, that deferring Re- 
pentance to our laſt Illneſs is a great, and 
molt dangerous Miſtake; You muſt ac- 
knowledge for the ſame Reaſons, that 
We ought not to defer it at all: No, 
Not a Day, nor an Hour, nor a Minute, 
For Who can be ſure that the next Mo- 
ment of Time will not be his Laſt; and 
that he ſhall not be removed by ſome 
Sudden and Fatal Stroke, with a Load 
of 
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of unrepented Sins upon his Conſcience, 
into the Preſence of his Judge? 

A great deal more might be ſaid upon 
this copious Subject. But I hope the 
above Reflections may be ſufficient to 
deter Every One Here from riſking his 
Salvation upon an Experiment, the Suc- 
ceſs of which (to uſe the gentleſt Term) 
is abſolutely improbable; but the Miſ- 
carriage, ſure to be attended with Ever- 
laſting Deſtruction, 
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MICAH vi. 8. 


He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
Good. And what doth the Lord re- 
quire of Thee, but to do Fuſily, to love 


Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God ? 


H E Prophet ſeems to addreſs 

f to Mankind in general this 
Declaration, that God has 

ſhewn Them What is Good. He had been 
enquiring in the foregoing Verſe, what 
was the Way to pleaſe God. He puts 
the Queſtion, Whether it was to be done 
by Sacrifices of any Kind : He lets Them 
paſs as inſufficient ; and proceeds to fay, 
that God himſelf has taught Us both 
what 
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what is Good, and the true method of 
acquiring it: meaning evidently that the 
Happineſs of Man conſiſts in pleaſing 
his Maker, and that the Way of doing 
That is to conform himſelf to thoſe 
Conditions, which God himſelf requires 
at his hands: | 
He then ſets before us in a very ſhort, 
but 1 Deſcription, what 
thoſe Conditions are,. —Namely, to do 
Juſtiy; to love Mercy; and to walk 
humbly with God 
It was my Intention, in chooſing theſe 
words of the Prophet for the Subject of 
a Diſcourſe, to enter particularly into the 
Conſideration of theſe three great Rules of 
Life. But as They have been miſtaken, 
either wilfully, or weakly, by many ; and 
other Things, which God does not re- 
quire, and ſome too which He hath ab- 
ſolutely forbidden, have been ſubſtituted 
in 
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in the Place of the Commandment, 
which, as the Apoſtle obſerves, is Holy, 
Juſt, and Good: and ſince Men have been 
taught that they may be Righteous in 
the Sight of God, without doing Righ- 
teouſneſs ; I thought it might be of Ule 
to mention to you ſome of thoſe dan- 
gerous Errors, which deceive them, I 
call them Dangerous; becauſe where 
God himſelf has vouchſafed to declare 
what will be acceptable to Him, it is 
impoſſible that Man ſhould fet up a new 
and different Rule without Danger of - 
diſpleaſing Him. 

Having therefore employed the time, 
at our laſt Sunday's Meeting in ſhewing 
you wherein the Right Conduct of thoſe, 
who would recommend themſelves to 
the Divine Favour and Approbation, 
does not conſiſt; J come now to exa- 


mine wherein it does, Ard, in order 
(] 
to 
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to ſatisfy Ourſelves upon a Point of ſuch 
infinite Importance, We cannot well 
take a better Guide than this inſpired 
Prophet, who has ſummed up the whole 
Duty of Man in a few words; and, fo 
far as regards our moral Behaviour, 
ſpeaks the ſame Language with the 
Goſpel. 


If a Man were to make it his Bufi- 


neſs to look round about him, and ob- 
ſerve what is paſſing amongſt his Fel- 
low Creatures, Servants of the ſame 
God; he would ſee Multitudes curious, 
and eager, in their Enquiries after the 
beſt Methods of obtaining Riches, and 
pleaſures, and Honours, the periſhable 
Goods of this World: He would ſcarce- 
ly judge by their Actions, that they had 
any Hopes or Fears beyond their pre- 
ſent State of Exiſtence. Yet he would 
diſcover ſome, who carry their Views 


farther ;. 


= 
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farther; who enjoy the Bleſſings of 
God's Providence Here with Modera- 
tion and Gratitude, or ſubmit to Af- 
fictions, as his Chaſtiſements, with Re- 
ſignation and Patience; expecting their 
true Felicity in a better State, and em- 
ploying their moſt ſerious Thoughts 
upon the Means of attaining to It. 
Theſe Men know aſſuredly, from Rea- 
ſon as well as Revelation, that God 
is The only Giver of Happineſs, and 
therefore expect it from Him. only. 
They are deſirous, as David was, to be 
ſhewn the true Path of Life; as being 
perſuaded that it leads to the Preſence of 
God, where is Fulneſs of Joy, and Plea- 
ſures for Evermore. 

I flatter my ſelf that All, who now 
hear me, are of this laſt Sort of Peo- 
ple; convinced of the Neceſſity of 
obeying, as dutiful Children, their Fa- 
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ther which is in Heaven; and not 
grudging either the Time or Pains, 
which are employed in learning from the 
Scripture the Particulars of their Duty 
to Themſelves, to their Neighbour, and 
to Him. | 

We will therefore now enter- into the 
Enquiry, what thoſe things are, which 
we are told by the Prophet that God 
requires of Us under the firſt Head, 
Namely, To do Fuſthy. 
New it is not the Manner of the In- 
ſpired Writers to ſet forth at length every 
Branch of Duty, which is comprehend- 
ed under the General Precept. It is 
left to our own Senſe, and Reaſon, to 
apply the Rule, that is given, to all the 
particular Caſes, which may fall under 
it, For inſtance: By the Command- 


ment, which forbids Adultery, no good 


Chriſtian doubts that all other ſorts of 
wicked 
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wicked Lewdneſs are prohibited 
When it is ſaid, Thou ſhait not bear falſe 
Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour, we are to 
underſtand, that all Slander, and Ca- 
lumny, are equally declared to be un- 
lawful :—And He that ſaid, Thou halt 
not Steal, meant by that General Direc- 
tion, to denounce his Diſpleaſure againſt 
every Species of Diſhoneſty. By the 
fame Rule we muſt interpret the words 
of this Prophet, that we are required by 
God to do Juſtly. We muſt conſider the 
whole Extent of that Injunction, what 
Things are to be Done, and what Ab- 
ſtained from, in order to a Compliance 
thefewith. n | 

Now the firſt Obſervation that oc- 
curs under this Head relates to Thoſe, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to execute Public 
Juſtice, either in Civil or Criminal 
Caſes. Theſe are required to act with 

I Ülmpar- 
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Impartiality, and to give Sentence ac- 
cording to Law, and Right; without 
regard to any Thing, but the Merits of 
the Caſe before Them. Even Charity 
and Compaſlion, muſt here give Way to 
the Strictneſs of Juſtice ; for They are 
forbidden by the Law of God 7o reſpect 
the Perſon of the Poor. But this Point 
we have no occaſion to diſcuſs, as Ma- 
giſtracy is not our Province. Yet it 
may happen to any Man to be choſen 
an Arbitrator, or Umpire, in Diſputes 
between his Companions or Neighbours ; 
and it is therefore fit to be remember- 
ed, that the ſame Regard to Juſtice is 
required in the Smalleſt, as in the 
Greateſt Affairs. 

There is Nobody ſo ignorant as to 
want to be told, that the Refuſal to pay 
his juſt Debts, and the taking of the 


Property of Others, either by Force, or 
in 
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in any other Manner, without their Con- 
ſent, and appropriating it to his own 
Uſe, is a Sin againſt God. But there 
are too Many, who either do not, or 
will not know, that the Borrowing with- 
out a Deſign to repay, and the Concealing 
any Defect in a Commodity offered to 
Sale, and ſo taking Advantage of their 
Neighbour's Ignorance to defraud him, 
are Crimes of the like Nature, 

He, who would be really Juſt, muſt be 
juſt in every Thing without Diſtinction. 
If the Rich Man will take the Poor Man's 
Lamb, or will break down his Fence, 
or withhold from Him any Thing what- 
ſoever that is his Right, becauſe he is 
not in a Condition to contend with him; 

it is a wicked Injuſtice. On the contra- 
ry, if the Poor will make free with the 
Property of the Rich, under a notion 
that They can ſpare it; and take their 
8 Goods 
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Goods to their own Uſe without Leave 
of the Proprietor; it is equally Cri- 
minal. | 

If a Maſter ſhall refuſe paying to his 
Servant the Wages due to Him, and 
put him to the Charge of recovering 
them by Law; he is guilty of a 
Breach of the Commandment. And 


ſo is that Servant too, whc is a Squan- 


derer of his Maſter's Goods, careleſs 
and negligent of the Things put under 
his Care; and who does not regard his 
Maſter's Intereſt, as his own. 


But there are other Things, beſides 


thoſe of mere Property and Debt, 
whereby a Man may grievouſly injure 
his Neighbour. He may rob him of 
the Happineſs of his Life, by ſeducing 
his Wife, or Children, or Servants from 
their Love, or Duty to Him. He may 
blaſt his Reputation, on which his Live- 

1 lyhood, 
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lyhood and Credit depend, by Miſre- 
preſentation of his Behaviour, or Cir- 
cumſtances; and deſtroy his good Name 
by a malicious Whiſper. Theſe too 
are very ſinful Acts of Diſhoneſty. 

In general, to deprive Another by 
any means of what he may juſtly call 
his own; or to make it wilfully of leſs 
value to him; to leſſen him in the 
good Opinion of the World, and to 
take from him, any of the Comforts 
or Conveniences, of his Life; and 
above all, by Perſuaſions, or ill 
Example, to plunder him of - his 
Innocence and Good Conſcience, 
are crying Iniquities in the Sight of 
God. 

It is not poſſible to enumerate every 
particular Kind of Injuſtice: But there 
is one Univerſal Rule in the Tranſac- 


tions between Man and Man, by which 
TY Whoe 
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Whoſoever will reſolve to conduct Him- 
ſelf, may be aſſured of Doing Juſtly. 
The Rule is This, that We ſhould do 
unto Others what we would wiſh 
Them, in the like Caſe, to do unto Us. 
Let a Man conſider, when he is tempt- 
ed to oyer-reach, or cheat his Neighbour, 
whether it be in the Payment ef Rents, 
or Tithes, or any other Juſt Debts; or 
in any, Bargain or Sale; Or to rob; or 
backbite; or to do him any other 
Damage of any kind; how He ſhould 
like to be treated Himſelf in the ſame 
Manner, and let him act according]y : 
There will then be no Danger of his in- 
juring his fellow Creatures, and diſ- 
pleaſing their common Lord and Maſ- 
ter. 

But there is ſtill another Duty incum- 
bent upon Him, who would deſerve the 
Praiſe of doing Juſtly: I mean a. ſtrict 

Ad- 
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Adherence to Truth: Far Truth is 
Juſtice, A Lyar either detracts ſome 
true Quality; or adds ſome falſe One 
ro the Perſon, or Thing, of which he 
peaks. But This is inconſiſtent with 
Juſtice. If my Lye be injurious to my 
Neighbour, the Diſhonefly of it is evi- 
dent. If I lye only for the fake of lying, 
it may poſſibly hurt Nobody elſe, but 
Myſelf it may; foraſmuch as Falſhood 
cannot be pleaſing to the God of Truth, 
If I lye to conceal any Fault that I may 
have committed, I increaſe my Guilt 
Thereby ; and venture to fin againſt 
God for the ſake of avoiding the Re- 
proof of Men; and for That, which 
perhaps was no more than an Error, or 
an Accident, and 'would be forgiven as 
ſoon as owned. 

Under this Head muſt be ranged too 


the great Duty of Adhering ſtrictly to 
14 our 
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our Word and Promiſe; of which they, 
who are truly and conſcientiouſly ho- 
neſt, are ſo ſenſible, that they will not, 
without Neceſſity, ſo much as diſap- 
point any Hopes and Expectations, 
which they have knowingly raiſed in 
Others, tho' no abſolute Engagement, 
in Writing or. by Words, has been en- 
tered into on their Part. 

Another Kind of Jaſtice is That, 
which a Min owes to himſelf. By which 
I muſt not be underſtood to mean that 
arrogant Temper of Mind, which Diſ- 
poſes many People to juſtify their Cha- 
rafter by ill Language, or Blows, or 
any kind of Revenge: Much leſs the 
corrupt Faſhion amongſt People of 
higher Rank, which, in Defiance of the 
Law of God, allows Men to demand 
Satisfaction at the Point of the Sword, 
for every Thing, which They interpret 

an 
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an Affront; and to riſk, not only their 
own Lives, and the Lives of Others, 
but their Salvation too, in Support of 


what is falſely called Honour. Theſe 


Practices, by which every Man makes 
himſelf the Judge in his own Caſe, and 
takes the Power of redreſſing Injuries 
out of the Hands of the Magiſtrate, 
wherein God has lodged it, are an open 


and daring Diſobedience to Him; and 


deſtroy the Order which He has eſta- 
bliſhed in the World: neither is This 
the true Juſtice, which every Man, as 
J before mentioned, owes to HimſeW. 

To perform That, is to act in an 
exact Proportion to our State and Situa- 
tion, and true Deſervings; not to aſ- 
ſume any Power over our own Lives, 
which our Maker has not given Us: 
not to expect a greater Share of the 


good Opinion, and Reſpect of Others, 


than 
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than We know We are entitled to; but 
to be content to paſs for What We really 
are; nay, and for What We are Not; 
rather than to reſent an Abuſe by un- 
juſt and ſinful Methods: not taking 
to Ourſelves falſe Merits and undue 
Commendations, but being ready to ac- 


knowledge our own Imperfections, and, 


pay the proper Deference to our Supe- 
riors and Betters in any Kind, In theſe 
Reſpects Meekneſs, and Humility, are 

but other Names for Juſtice, 
But in another View alſo it behoves 
us to be juſt to Ourſelves. It is our 
Duty to conſider the Dignity of that 
Nature, which God has given Us; and 
to follow the Dictates of our Reaſon, 
which diſtinguiſhes Us from the Brute 
Creation. If we pollute Ourſelves with 
unlawful Luſts ; deſtroy our Health, and 
weaken the Powers of our Mind by 
h Glut- 
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Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, or Sloth; we 
are guilty of great Injuſtice to ourſelves : 
We employ the Time and Talents, 
which God has committed to our Care, 
in Ules, for which They were not in- 
tended; and conſequently are falſe to 
our Truſt; We ſpend upon our inferior 
and leſs worthy Part, the Body, That, 
which was given for the Improvement 
of the Mind; and fin againſt our own 
Souls, by robbing Them, through a 
wilful Violation of the Laws of God, of 
that Eternal Inheritance, which He moſt 
graciouſly had prepared or them. 

The laſt and higheſt inſtance, 
which I ſhall mention, is of Juſtice to- 
wards God himſelf; for to Him alſo 
we may be unjuſt. As, firſt, By en- 
tertaining unworthy Thoughts of his 
Divine Nature and Attributes; and, 
ſecondly, by not acting towards Him 

con- 


Z «. = mn — — .. 
_—_— v 1 . 4 a . p P 2 l N N | | — _ , 8 | 


140 DISCOURSE VII. 


conformably to the Relations, in which 
Hie ſtands to Us. 

Ar example or two of the firſt kind 
of Injuſtice towards God I mentioned in 
my laſt Diſcourſe, when J ſpoke of ſome 
Chriſtians, who aſcribe to His Divine 
Majeſty Things inconſiſtent with bis 
infinite Juſtice and Goodneſs; ſuch as 
decreeing a great Part of his Creatures 
from all Eternity, that is, innumerable 
Millions of Ages before He made Them, 
to everlaſting Miſery: and being de- 
lighted with the Cruelty exerciſed by 
Men upon their Brethren for Differences 
in Opinion, And I may now add an- 
other like Inſtance of Injuſtice to the 
Deity, in ſuppoling Him capable of con- 
demning New-born Infants, who can- 
not have offended Him, to Eternal Tor- 
ments, Of this Species of Injuſtice, too, 
All are guilty, who repreſent the God 

of 
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of Mercy as a hard Maſter, laying heavy 
and diſproportioned Burdens upon his 

” Servants, and expecting to reap where 
He has not ſown : and thoſe, who impute 
to the Creator, and Father of all Men, 
any kind of Partiality; or who, in 
whatſoever other reſpect, charge G 
fooliſhly, and think Him to be even fuck 
an One as Themſelves. Thoſe, who 
would do true Juſtice to God Almighty 
in their Thoughts, muſt look upon him 
under that Deſcription, which he was 
pleaſed to give of Himſelf to Moſes in 
the xxxivth chapter of Exodus; when 
the Lord paſſed by before Him, and pro- 
claimed the Lord, the Lord God, Merciſul, 
and Gracious, Long-Suffering, and Abun- 
dant in Goodneſs and in truth; Keeping 
Mercy for Thouſands; Forgiving Iniguity, 
and Tranſereſſion, and Siu. 


We 


N 
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We may be unjuſt alſo to God by not 
acting conformably to the Relations, in 
which We ſtand to Him. A Son ho- 
« noureth his Father, and a Servant his 
« Maſter. If then I be a Father, where 
«is mine Honour? If I be a Maſter, 
« where is my Fear? /aith the Lord of 
« Hoſts. (Malachi i. 6.) In theſe two 
Capacities, and as our Creator too, and 
Benefactor, and Judge, We muſt conſi- 
der our God, if We would do juſtly in re- 
gard to Him. We mult love, reverence, 
adore, and fear to offend Him. We muſt 
go into his Gates with Thankſgiving, and 
into his Courts with Praiſe; behaving in 
all things as thoſe, who live, and move, 
and have their Being in Him; as his 
Creatures, his Subjects, his Servants, 
and his Children. 

But, as theſe conſiderations will fall 
more properly in my way, when 1 
come 
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come to ſpeak to that Part of the Text, 
which requires us to walk humbly with 
our God; I muſt defer what I have fur- 
ther to obſerve upon it, to another Occa- 
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M1ICAH vi. 8. 


God hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
Good, And what doth the Lord re- 
quire of T! hee, but to do Tuſtly, to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
Cod? 0 


Have gone through the firſt Part of 
1 this Text, in my former Diſcourſes 


upon it. It remains now to conſider, 
what Duties are contained under tlie two 
General Precepts of Loving Mercy, and 
walking humbly with God, 

The Mercy, which we are. here re- 
quired to love, and conſequently to 
practiſe, is the ſame with what is called 
Charity in the Goſpel ; which we muſt 

K not 
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f not underſtand as confined to the Relief 
of the Neceſſities of the Poor, though 
1 That is indeed a great Branch of it; 
but as extended to the whole Race of 
Mankind ; Rich, as well as Poor ; Stran- 
gers, as well as Acquaintance ; Foreigners, 
as well as Countrymen; Enemies, no 
leſs than Friends: to People of diffe- 
rent Perſuaſions in Religion from our 
Own; to the Wicked, and Thoſe, who 
Themſelves ſhew no Charity: Nay even 
to our Revilers, Perſecutors, and Mur- 
7 | „ therers. All Theſe may be ſhewn, from 
1 i the Doctrine and Practice of our Sa- 
viour, to be Objects of that true Mercy, 
and perfect Charity, which it is our 

Duty to exerciſe. | 

It is of great Conſequence to us all 
to be rightly informed in this Matter; 
ſince the Mercy or Charity above de- 


{cribed is ſo eſſential ro our Future Hap- 
pineſs, 
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pineſs, that, according toSt. Paul's Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, Without That, neither 
our Underſtanding, nor Knowledge, nor 
Faith, nor Beſtowing all our Goods to 
feed the Poor, nor even giving our 
Bodies to be burned, will avail' us any 

thing. 28 | 
The Charity of the Goſpel is an Uni- 
verſal Love and Benevolence, exerting 
itſelf in Actions of Regard, Compaſſion, 
and Liberality, where it has the Power 
and Opportunity ; and, where it has not, 
in Wiſhes and Prayers. It is a Virtue 
of ſo high a Rank, that even God him- 
ſelf is propoſed to Us ag a Pattern of it, 
inaſmuch as He maketh his Sun to ſhine 
upon the Unjuſt, as well as the Juſt ; diſ- 
penſes the Bleſſings of Nature to All 
Men, and has prepared an Eternity of 
Happineſs for All, who will qualify 
Themſelves for it by following 
K 2 the 


148 DISCOURSE vil. 


the Example of his Charity. 

The next inſtance is That of our moſt 
compaſſionate Redeemer, who conde- 
ſcended to endure the Contradiftion and 
Contempt of Sinners in his Life, and 
their Injuſtice and Cruelty in his Death, 
in order to their Salvation; offering an 
Excuſe for their Wickedneſs, even in the 
midſt of the Tortures of his Croſs; and 
beleeching God to grant Them that 
Mercy, which They did not ſhew to 
A great and exalted Charity was That 
likewiſe of the Apoſtles of Chriſt, who, 
for the Sake of publiſhing to all Man- 
kind the Glorious Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel, ſubmitted voluntarily to Bonds and 
Impriſonments; to Mockery and Scourg- 
ings; and to various kinds of Death. 
We read of Others too, who have 
teſtifyed their Love to Mankind by ex- 
| poling 
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poſing Themſelves to Dangers and Suf- 
ferings; and of Many, who have riſked 
or ſacrificed their Lives, purely for the 
Benefit of their Relations, their Friends, 
or their Country. : 

But it may not be our Lot to give 


ſuch painful Proofs of our AR to 
our Brethren. 


Let Us therefore turn our Thoughts 
to ſuch Deeds of Charity, as are incident 
to Common Life. I will only mention a 
Few of Thoſe, which are not generally 
ſo much attended to. 

Now, though neither - You, nor I, 
ſhould be called upon to hazard our 
Lives for our Friends, or for our Coun- 
try, or for the Service of 'any of our 
Fellow Creatures; yet there are Inſtances 
of Self-Denial, or Labour, or Incon- 
venience, to which it may be often our, 
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Duty to ſubmit for their Sakes. A Cha- 
ritable Man will frequent the Houſe of 
Mourning, where he can adminiſter Com- 
fort: He will viſit the Sick, if his Aſ- 
ſiſtance can be of Uſe; or, like the Good 
Samaritan, bind up the Sores of the 
Wounded. Theſe Things are indeed 
unpleaſant, often ſhocking to Human 
Nature: but They are a Part of our 
Duty to perform, whenever We can be 
of Service to our Neighbour in Diſtreſs. 
And ſo it is to abridge ©ur own Enjoy- 
ments, and part with ſome of the Com- 
farts of our own Life, to make his 
leſs miſerable, if we cannot do it 

otherwiſe. | 
Theſe Inſtances of Brotherly Kindneſs 
oblige the Poor as well as the Rich. It 
would be a great Miſtake to imagine, that 
he who receives Alms from Others, is ex- 
empted fi:m the Duties of Charity him- 
ſelf. 
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ſelf. He may, and therefore ought, to 
exerciſe it in ſeveral kinds. In ſome of 
'Thoſe particularly, which I have juſt 
mentioned. Beſides which he may have 
other Opportunities of doing good to 
his Neighbours. He may acquaint 
them with any thing likely to do 
them Prejudice, which comes to his 
Knowledge. If Wrong is done them, 


and he knows the Author of it; 


he may diſcover Him to Them, If 
the Ox or Aſs either of his Friend or 
Enemy go aſtray ; he may obey a Com- 
mandment of God, in helping to bring 
them back: and fo, in many other Par- 


ticulars. 
The truly Benevolent Man will not 


only give Cloaths to the Naked, Food 


to the Hungry, Medicines to the Sick, 
and Lodgings to the benighted Travel- 
lers: but alſo will, as far as in his power, 
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be Eyes to the Blind, Ears to the Deaf, 
and Feet to the Lame. He vill grudge 
neither his Expence, nor his Time, nor 
his Pains, to the Relief of the Diſtreſſed. 
He will not be ſcrupulous, when an Oc- 
caſion offers of doing Good, in examin- 
ing into the Moral Character, or the 
Sect, or the Country, or the Party of 
the Object: Being a Man himſelf, He 
will rejoice in aſſiſting Human Nature; 
and, though He will think Himſelt juſti- 
fied in giving Preference to the 
Religious and Virtuous Poor, yet He 
will not judge any of Thoſe, whom the 
ſame God has created, and the ſame Sa- 


viour died to redeem, below his Notice, 


or unworthy of his good Offices. 

Upon the ſame Principle, if he ſees 
any Damage doing to Another's Pro- 
perty in his Abſence, He will act as if it 
were his own caſe, If he meets a 

Stranger 
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Stranger going out of his Way, He 
will fer him right: If he hears his 
Neighbour's Actions miſrepreſented, or 
his Perfon vilified; He will take his 
Part: If he fees him attacked by Vio- 
lence ; He will go to his Aſſiſtance. 
He will abbor Calumny, and Scandal. 
And fo far from ſpreading' falſe Reports 
himſelf, to the Prejudice of a Third 
Perſon ; He will forbear to propagate 
even thoſe that are true, by telling them 
to Others: for He will wiſh that his. 
Neighbour's Diſgrace may be as little 
Publick as poſſible. And, inſtead of 
envying Another's Good Succeſs in any 
thing He may have in view, and re- 
pining at his Happineſs; He will pro- 
mote it to the utmoſt of his Power, and 

rejoice ſincerely in it. 
But there is a Charity, which We 
owe to the Souls of Each Other, as well 
as. 


154 DISCOURSE VIII. 


as Bodies. Mutual Admonitions and 

Reproofs are recommended by the 

Apoſtle, that We may be kept ſteady in 

the Way of Righteouſneſs. A Con- 

ſcientious Man, . whoſe principal Ambi- 
tion is to pleaſe God, Wil receive this 

Good Office with Th Ineſs. But 

by too many our Kindneſs would be re- 

jected with Scorn; perhaps worſe. Theſe 
are the Swine, mentioned by our Saviour, 

before which, He forbids Us to aſt þ 
our Pearl; The Dogs, to Whom We are 
not to give That which is Holy, leſt 
they turn again, and rend Us, And 
certainly we are not obliged to force our 
Advice upon obſtinate, irreclaimable, 
dangerous Sinners. But there are Ob- 
jets Enough, from whom No ſuch 
Thing is to be apprehended. Parents 
may, and ought to reprimand their 
Children; and Superigrs, in general, 


their 
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their Inferiors; whea they ſee Them 
guilty of any Immorality, or Irreligion, 
or Neglect of Duty. It is a great Cha- 
rity to a Common Swearer and Curſer 
to reprove his Impiety, and make him 
pay for it: to a Drunkard to refuſe 
him drink; and to Men of violent Paſ- 
ſions, to prevent their doing in their 
Anger what They would afterwards re- 
pent of. 

There is alſo the Charity of Inſtruc- 
tion from thoſe, who are qualified to 
give it, to ſuch as are deſirous of re- 
ceiving it: The Charity of Reward, 
where ſuch Encouragement is wanted ; 
and the Charity of Puniſhment to more 
hardened Natures. 

The great Point is to cheriſh in our 
Hearts a ſincere Deſire of contributing 
to the Eternal, as well as Temporal 
Happineſs of our Brethren. Where 

That 
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That is, there will be alſo ſuitable En - 
deavours to promote it; and the Means 
of gratifying, in one ſhape or another, 
ſo laudable an Ambition will undoubt- 
edly not be wanting to any of Us. 

I have reſerved for the laſt Inſtance of 
this great Duty of loving and practiſing 
Mercy One towards Another, That of 
Mutual Forgiveneſs ; becauſe it deſerves 
to be diſtinguiſhed, as a Tifing ſo pecu- 
liarly effential to our Salvation, that our 


Saviour gives Us no Hopes of being 


forgiven our own Treſpaſſes againſt 
God, but upon Condition of our for- 
giving Them, who treſpaſs againſt Us. 
And This is our Daily Prayer. It be- 
hoves Us therefore to be extremely at- 
tentive to what paſſes in our own Hearts 
upon occaſion of receiving any Affront, 
or Injury, or Provocation whatſoever ; 
left We deceive Ourſelves, and ſay 

Peace 
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Peace where there is in truth no Peace: 
It is no uncommon Thing to hear 
People, who have been ill uſed, declare 
that they can forgive, but cannot for- 
get it. And indeed it may not be in 
their Power to forget it, as a Thing 
done; but they muſt forget it, as a 
Treſpaſs. For a mere external Sem- 
blance of Forgiveneſs is a Mockery, in- 
ſtead of a Compliance with the Com- 
mandment: And if They remembet 
their Brother's Sin againſt them with any 
Degree of Inward Reſentment, bear the 
leaſt Ill Will, and are not as ready to be- 
friend the Perſon who has offended them, 
as they were before the offence ; their Re- 
conciliation is not ſincere, nor their Expec- 
tation of Pardon from God to their owri 
Tranſgreſſions well founded. We ought 
to bear always in our Minds that Declara- 
tion in God's Law, that Vengeance belongeth 
Fin is 
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10 Him; ſo that We are not to take it Our- 
ſelves, but leave it to the Judge of all. 
There is Nothing certainly more expreſs- 
ly, nor ſtrongly, condemned in the Goſpel 
than Private Reſentment and Retaliation. 
He therefore, that finds his Temper in- 
clinable to the forbidden Pleaſure of Re- 
' venge, muſt labour to ſubdue it; leſt he 
ſhould be found in the end, to have 
puniſhed the Crimes committed againſt 
Him upon Himſelf. And he cannot too 
often reflect upon that Saying of our 
Bleſſed Saviour; after having told Us, 
in the Parable that the unmerciful Ser- 
vant was delivered by his Maſter to the 
Tormentors.— So likewiſe ſhall my 
Heavenly Father do unto You; if 
« Ye, from your Hearts, forgive not 
„Every one his Brother (that is, Every 
« One who hath offended _ their 
* Tteſpaſſes.” 
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I will but juſt mention the Obligation 
We are under to treat the Brute Crea- 
tion, which God has ſubjected to Us 
for our Uſe, with Gentleneſs and Com- 
paſſion, We have indeed a Right to 
their Labour, and to their Lives; but 
None to put Them to the leaſt unneceſ- 
ſary Pain, It is faid in Scripture, 
that the Righteous Man regardeth the 
Life of his Beaſt. And ſurely That Mind, 
which can delight in the Sufferings of a 
poor hetyleſs Animal, muſt be loſt to 
every Sentiment of Virtue, , as well. as 
Humanity: To inflict them upon any 
of Thoſe, whoſe Fleſh We feed on, for 
the Gratification of a depraved Appetite, 
is adding the Guilt of Cruelty to That 
of Intemperance: And to treat with 
Barbarity thoſe particular Kinds to 
whoſe Labour We are indebted, ſeems 
an Ingratitude both to the Creator, and 
the 
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the Creature. We are told by St James 
that, He, thet ali ſhewed no Mercy, ſhall 
have Judgment without Mercy and I ſee 
no Reaſon to think that Cruelty to other 
Living Creatures, as well as That to 
our own -Species, may not have it's 
Share in the ſame juſt Condemnation, 
For ſince We are commanded by Jeſus 
Chriſt to imitate the infinite Compaſſion 
of God, whoſe Mercy is, not over Man 
alone, hut over all his Werts; It cannot 
be doubted that Every Kind of Hard- 
| heartednefs, and Inhumanity, muſt ren- 
der Us Objects of his diſpleaſure. 

The Laſt of the Three Things ſaid by 
the Prophet to be required of Us, was 
to walk humbly with our God. 

Now the Obſervations, which occur 
under this Head are the Following. 

That Men ſhould conſider the Rela- 
tion wherein They ſtand to God, as His 
: © Creatures 
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Creatures firſt, and Then as ſinful Crea- 
tures; and the Obligations, which ariſe 
from Thence: ſince Thoſe; who are 
wanting to the Duties, which belong to 
ſuch a Situation; cannot be ſaid to walk 
humbly. with their God. PE 

It is a great Point of Virtue, as well 
as Mark of Good Senſe, for a Man to 
know Himſelf; and to act according to 
what He is, not according to what He 
is not. | 

We know, and are. very ſure that it 
was. the Lord, who made Us, and not We 
Ourſelves; and We learn from the. Scrip- 
ture of what Materials We were com- 
poſed ; that We had no better. Original 
than the Duſt of the Ground, as to our 
Bodies; and that whatever Beauty, or 
Strength, or Underſtanding We enjoy; 
whatever Bleſſings We are in Poſſeſſion 
of Here, or hope for Hereafter, are the 

1 L Gifts 
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Gifts of His free Bounty. The natural 
Conſequence of this Reflection is, that 
We ſhould humble Ourſelves before 
our Great Creator; that We ſhould by 


continual Thankſgivings acknowledge 


his infinite, undeſerved Goodneſs; and 
loſe no Gpportunity of imploring the 
Continuance of his mighty Protection. 
Whoever has theſe Truths impreſſed, as 
They ought to be, upon his Mind ; and 
conſiders that he cannot live an Hour, 
or a Minute, but by God's Permiſſion ; 
will hardly venture either to begin, or 


end any Day of his Life, without rai- 


ſing his Thoughts to Heaven, acknow- 
ledging in devout Praiſes all his paſt 
Mercies; and - recommending himſelf, 
and. all that belong to Him, to the ſame 
good Providence for the future. He 
will think it Ingratitude to God to ab · 
fent Himſelf either from the Church, 

| 2 | or 
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or from the Lord's Suppet: and will find 


numberleſs Occaſions, in Company, as 


as well as Alone; at Home, and Abroad; 
at his Work, as well as itt his leiſure Hours; 
to perform a filent Worſhip to his grad 
ous Maker and Preſerver. 

Suck would be the Practice, and ſuch 
the Delight of Man, even in a State of 
Innocence: But upon Thoſe, who have 
ſmned in the Sight of God, and broken 
his Laws, (as Who of Us all has not!) 
there are beſides, other Duties incum- 
bent. To latent, and bewail, our paſt 
Miſconduet ;* to deteſt our Rebellion, 
and fngratitudez to renew our Bap- 
tiſmal Vows of Obedience; and to 
beg his Acceptance of our Repen- 
farce through Chriſt, our Saviour; 
with the heartieft Thankſgiving for 
that infinite Mercy, which God has 


vourhſafed to Us in the Promiſe of 
L 2 Pardon 
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Pardon through Him. 

We ſhall remember too; if We are 
truly ſenſible of our own Inſignifi- 
cance, and Unworthineſs, and of all 
that- We owe to the Grace and Good- 


neſs of our Creator; that, if We would 
in Truth walk humbly with God, We 
muſt walk humbly with Man alſo. We 
read in the Proverbs of Solomon, that 
Every One that is proud in Heart, is an 
Abomination to the Lord. There are Few 
in the World who have not, in one 
reſpe& or another, ſome Inferiors 2 
Perhaps, None, who do. not think, 
They have Many. This Kind of 
Vanity is a Weakneſs of Human 
Nature: But of which, Thoſe who 


have it, may make an Advantage 
to Themſelves, if they will uſe that 
Superiority , real or Imaginary, as 
They ought; Behaving to Thoſe 


un- 
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under, or below Them, with Hu- 
mility, Condeſcenſion, ard Kindneſs; 
not forgetting that they are their Bre- 
thren; Servants of the ſame God; re- 
deemed by the ſame great Sacrifice of 
his Son; and to meet Hereafter together, 
without any other Diſtinction, beſides 
That of Bleſſed or Curſed, before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 

If on the contrary the Prince ſhall 
treat his Subjects here on Earth, as 
Slaves; or the Maſter his Servants, as 
mere Beaſts of Burthen; They forget that 
They too have a King, and Maſter, in 
Heaven. If the Rich and High- born be- 
have to the Poor with Neglect, or Inſo- 
lence; and the Learned or well-bred look 
down upon the plain uneducated Chriſtian, 
with Haughtineſs and Contempt; They 
may chance to deſpiſe a Man, whom their 
common Judge will honour. And it 
L 3 is 
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is to be feared They will be found in 
the end to have 'waſked arrogantly, not 
humbly, with their Gad; and will all know, 
when it is too late, that They have 
converted thoſe Gifts of his Bounty, 
upon which They prided Themſelves, 
into a Snare; and may expect an Abaſe- 
ment hereafter, proportionable to the 
Abuſe of their preſent Exaltation. 
Thoſe, who are ſo happy as to have 
thought Seriouſly on their Ways, and 
to have brought their Spirit into ſuch 
Subjection, as to deſerve in general the 
Character of walking humbly both with 
God and Man, have till one Danger 
to avoid, which is being puffed up, and 
making a Shew of their own Perfec- 
tions. For there is a ſpiritual Pride 
too, which conſiſts in Pretences to ſu- 
perior Religion and Virtue: and there 


are Men amongſt Us, who ſeem proud 


even 
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even of their Humility, But the ſin- 
cerely humble and truly pious Chriſ- 
tian is contented and happy in a juſt 
Hope of the Approbation of his God; 
whilſt Thoſe, who chooſe to follow the 
Example of the oſtentatious Phariſee, 
and to receive Honour from Men, have 
great Reaſon to fear being told, at the 
laſt Day, by the Judge of all Hearts, 
that They have already had their Reward. 
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* —ßṼ— — * 


—— 
* 


1 


— — — ˙*.. —— — — : 
as « 2 a a 2 : ITY — * 1 74 


1 


{1 
| 
| 
ö 
4 


„„ > 
* EN — aj 


169 J 


DISCOURSE IX. 
pig 12 
WIS DOM ii. 15. 


His Life (i. e. The Life of the Righteous) 
is not like other Men's. His Ways are 


of another Faſhion. 

; a very ſtriking Repreſentation of 

the Converſation of Ungodly 
Men; encouraging Each Other to per- 
ſevere in Wickedneſs, and expreſſing 
their Hatred of the Righteous. They 
begin with that Common Impoſition .of 
Sinners upon their own Conſciences, That 
principal Article in the Creed of Im- 
piety, that there is no Life after Death; 
that their “ Body ſhall be turned into 
_ * Aſhes, their Spirit vaniſh as the Air; 
that 


OU will find in this Chapter a 
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<« that their Time is a very Shadow, which 
“e paſſeth away; and that after their 
« End there is no Returning ” to Life. 
« Come on therefore (ſay They) Let no 


one of Us go without his Part of our 


« Voluptuoulineſs :” That is, Let Us 
indulge our Appetites to the utmoſt. 
And, that there may be no Check upon 
their Progreſs in Iniquity, No one to re- 
proach Them, by Word, or Example, 
with their Sin and Folly, They add, 
« Let Us he in wait for the Righteous, 
« becauſe He is not for our Turn, and 
« He 1s clean Contrary to our Doings. 
* He upbraideth Us with our offending 
« againſt the Law. He profeſſeth to 
* have the Knowledge of God, and He 
« calleth Himſelf the Child of God. — 
He is grievous unto Us, even to be- 
4 hold; for his Life is not like other 

Men's: 
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«< Men's: His Ways are of another 
«< Faſhion,” 

I have choſen this Chapter, and more 
particularly thoſe Verſes of it, which I 
have read to you, for the Subject of our 
preſent Reflections; as containing a juſt 
Account of the groundleſs Conſolations, 
and empty Pleaſures of the Wicked, 
with their Malice againſt the Righteous 
Man, and the Motives of it; amongſt 
which This is one of the moſt offenſive 
to Them, that He dares to deviate from 
the common Practice, and to be ſingu- 
larly Good. 1 

It is a very melancholy Conſideration, 
that in a World, which God has creat- 
ed, which his Son has inſtructed, and 
which the Holy Ghoſt was ſent to ſanc- 
tify, a Life of Virtue ſhould be ſtill un- 
like That of other Men, and It's Ways 


if 
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if We look around Us upon the Be- 
haviour of the Generality, now, after 
fo Many hundred Years, that have paſſed 


fince the Deſcription given by the Wiſe 


Author of this Book of the Ungodlineſs 
of his Times, We ſhall, I doubt, find 
little Reaſon to boaſt of any great and 
univerſal Amendment in the Morals of 
Mankind. 

On the contrary, We ſhall meet every 
where with Men and Women, who ſhew 
by their Conduct that They are Lovers 
of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God. We 


ſhall find Numbers of thoſe, who (as 


the ſame Writer ſays in the 1oth and 


11th Verſes) oppreſs the poor |Righteous 
Man; will net ſpare the Widow; nor re- 


erence the Grey Hairs of the Aged; and 


zwho make their Strength their Law of 
Juſtice. You will not perhaps hear Them 
declaring openly againſt a Future State : 

but 
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but you will judge by their Way of liv- 
ing in this World, that They have no 


Thoughts of Another. 


This, I ſaid, was a melancholy Conſt- 
deration : And certainly, it. muſt very 
greatly concern All Thoſe, who, from 
a true Chriſtian Charity, love and com- 
paſſionate the Souls of their Brethren, 
But it is a Thought no. leſs ſurpriſing. 
than grievous to the Religious Man, that 
ſo many Thouſands of accountable Crea · 
tures, ſhould reject the Mercies of God; 
and with their Eyes open, their Under- 
ſtanding unimpaired, knowingly ' and 
freely, with Deliberation and Choice, ex- 
pole, Themſelves to His Vengeance. 

To what then are We to aſcribe this 
dreadful Defection from the Duty, which 
Men owe to their Creator and Governor ? 
Nor furely to any irreſiſtible Force, either 


of the Devil's Temptation, or of their 


Own 
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own Sinful Luſts; ſince many do, and 


all may, refit both the One and the 


Other, If they could not, God were 
unjuſt ; as He would make a Thing not 
in our Power the Condition of our fu- 
ture Happineſs. - But, to affert That 
would be Blaſphemy. Neither ought 
it to be imputed to any Superior Plea- 
fute ariſing from the Ways of Ungodh- 
neſs; ſince it is a Truth indifputable, that 
the Delights of a good Conſcience do in- 
finitely exceed all the deceitful Enjoy- 
ments of Vice and Irreligion. J 

There may indeed be Some, who flat- 
ter Themſelves with ſuch falſe Conceits 
to their own Deſtruction. But there is 
a Cauſe; the Effects of which are more ex- 
tenſive, and which multiplies the Servants 
of Sin beyond Compariſon. What I 
mean, is the Proneneſs of Men, and of 


Youth in particular, to be ruled by Ex- 
ample 
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ample and Faſhion. This ſeems to be, 
in itfelf, and fo far as it can be Inno- 
cently complied with, a natural, and 
even laudable Inclination, To conform 
Outſelves either to the Civil, or Reli- 
gious Practices, and Cuſtoms of che 
People, with whom We live, in all 
Things, where Conſcience is not offend- 
ed, may be juſtly eſteemed a ſocial Vir- 
tue; and the Contrary, the Mark of a 
Savage, of proud Diſpoſition. 

But Men do not ſtop here. Even 
Religion and Virtue are under the Con- 
trout of Faſhion ; the Influence of which 
is ſo p t, that you may ſee 
vaſt Nam ſquandering their Time 
and Sub irretrievably waſtirrg the 
Fortunes of their Families, and riſking 
their own Happineſs as well Prefent 
as Future, in the dangerous Amuſe- 
ments of Gaming; in kneurious, vain 

. Aſſemblies ; 
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Aſſemblies; and in a ruinous Emulation 


of their Superior Their Ambition is 
to be reputably uſeleſs to Society, and 
Enemies to Themſelves. 


You-may obſerve Others, who neg- 


lect the Public Service of God in the 


Church, leſt They ſhould be thought 
more religious, and grave than their 
Neighbours. Multitudes, who drink 
beyond the Bounds of Sobriety, and be- 
yond their own Liking too, in Compli- 
ance with what is called Good Company; 
but is in Reality the Worſt: and not a 
Few, who are drawn by the Prevalence 
of bad Example, and to obtain a ſcan- 


dalous Credit, into ſtill groſſer Viees. 


When Drinking was out of Faſhion, 
the Politer Part of Mankind became 


Sober; and, in the Days of our Fathers, 


when it was reckoned Ill- breeding to 
brag of Incontinence, the Deeds of 
Dark- 
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Darkneſs were kept in Obſeurity: All, 
who believe the Scripture, know that 
Marriage is the Ordonnance of God; 
and that Another of his Commandments 
is, Thow ſhalt not kill, Yet we ſee both 
the One, and the Other ſuperſeded by 
the Tyranny of a vicious Faſhion; 
amongſt the Higher Ranks ' eſpecially :: 
where Cohabitation withour a laſting En- 
gagement, either Religious, or Civil; 
and the taking away another Man's 
Life upon ſome ſlight Provocation; are 
become Polite Accompliſhments, and 
receive the Applauſe of the World, in- 
ſtead of being branded with that Infamy, 
which is due to every wilful Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the Laws of Gd. 8 

To what are we to attribute this ge- 
neral Perverſity? What Arguments can 
we ſuppoſe ſufficiently powerful to over- 
balance, in the Mind of a Reaſonable 
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and Accountable Being, all his Hopes 
from the Approbation of his Judge, and 
all the juſt Fears of his Diſpleaſure ?\ 

It is true: there are ſeveral ele 
Thinking Creatures, who ſeem/ to have 
no Thought at all either with regard to 


their Temporal, or their Eternal Inte- 


reſts; but ſwim down the Stream of a 
Popular Profligacy, without ever reflect- 
ing to what Rocks, or Quickſands, it 
may conduct Them, They go (as the 
Wiſe Solomon very affectingly deſcribes 
their Behaviour) as an Ox goet to the 
Slaughter, or a Fool to the correction of 
the Stocks : They haſte to the Snare till a 
Dart Strikes through the Liver, and know 
not that it is for their Life. But Theſe 


muſt be few in Compariſon. The Bulk 


of Faſhionable Sinners ſhew, by their 
attention to their Worldly Affairs, that 
They are far from wanting Reflection, 

a and 
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and Forecaſt, They muſt have there- 
fore ſome Reaſons to allege for their 
Conduct; ſome at leaſt, that quiet their 
Conſciences, and lull Them, as it were 
to Sleep, in the midſt of the greateſt 
Dangers, to which Human Nature can 
be expoled. _ 

Let Us conſider what theſe Nenn 
may be, and what is their real Weight 
in the Scale. A 

Now there are two Inſtances of wrong 
Judgment upon this very important 
Matter; which I doubt not, influence 
the Practice of Many. 

The Firſt is, that God Almighty 
will not give up fo great a Number of 
his Creatures to Eternal Perdition, as 
They ſuppoſe muſt be the Cale; if all 
Thoſe ſhall be condemned at the laft 
Day, who have lived looſely, and irre- 
lIigiouſly in this World, | 

M 2 The 


180 DISC OUR S E IX. 


The Second, a falſe Shame, or Fear 
of being reproached with Singularity. 

Now "Thoſe, who take Comfort from 
the Firſt Suppoſition, deceive Themſelves 
moſt abſurdly : for They do in effect 
imagine that, as in Worldly Dangers, 
ſo in Spiritual, there is Safety in Num- 
bers; as if God, who has declared. in 
Holy Writ, that the Soul, which finneth, 
fall die, were to be deterred from exe- 
cuting that righteous Sentence by the 
Multitude of Evil Doers. They ſeem 
vainly to ſuppoſe, that the Omnipotent 
Maker and Lord of Heaven and Earth ; 
He, who, (as our Saviour told the Jews) 
is able from the very Stones to raiſe up Chil- 
dren to Abraham; He, who has @ Thou- 
ſand Thouſands of Angels at his Right 
Hand, and Ten Thouſand Times Ten Thou- 
ſand worſhipping before Him, can want 
means of replacing, if neceſſary, ſuch 

J * 24 Souls, 
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Souls, as have rendered themſelves un- 
worthy of his Favour; or can be afraid, 
like Earthly Princes, of weakening his 
Kingdom by leſſening the Number of his 
Subjects. But let thoſe, who cheriſh 
ſuch idle Imaginations, know, that if 
God is willing, as the Goſpel aſſures Us, 
that all Men ſhould be ſaved, it is for their 
Sakes, not for his own. And let Them 
be put in Mind, How, in antient Days; 
He deſtroyed in the Wilderneſs, for their 
Diſobedience, the whole Generation of 
1ſraelites, whom He had brought out of E- 
gypt; and would ſuffer but Two Men 
of that almoſt innumerable Multitude 
to enter into his Reſt. How He after- 
wards extirpated, by the Sword of Jo- 
ſhua, ma Nations of Idolaters; and 
How, when all Fleſh had corrupted it's 

Way over the Face of the Earth, He over- 
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whelmed at once, that whole Rebellious 
Race in the Deluge. 

The ſecond Motive to following the 
Example of Wicked Men, is the Fear of 
being reproached with Singularity. 

If a Man can ſtrike out any new Me- 
thod of improving his Fortune, if he 
can increaſe his Worldly Wealth by 
quitting the common, and accuſtomed 
Way of proceeding in any Caſe ; He no 
longer fears this Reproach : He is will- 
ing to ſtand the Ridicule of his Neigh- 
hours for the Sake of his Temporal Pro- 
fit. Why ſhould this indifference as to 
the Opinions of Men be confined to 
Worldly intereſts? Why ſhould We be 
aſhamed of owning, that We have the 
Knowledge of God, and of calling Ourſelves 
the Children of the Lord? The true Ho- 
nour, and true Intereſt lie certainly on 
this Side. If the Judgment of Wicked 

| Men 
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Men were Final, if their Cenſure could 
ſubje& Us to Eternal Diſgrace and Ruin, 
We ſhould have a Reaſon for regarding 
their Diſpleaſure: but ſince, when They 
would ſhame Us out of a virtuous Sin- 
gularity, They only invite Us to take 
a Share in their Condemnation, and to 
partake with Them of Everlaſting Diſ- 
honour in a Future State; it is eaſy to 
judge what Credit the Example, 'and 
Good Opinion of ſuch Men deſerve with 
Thoſe, who have their own real Repu- 
tation, and real Intereſt at Heart. 

In the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, the 
few Followers of Jeſus ſtood alone in 
the midſt of an idolatrous and polluted 
Generation: They bore with Patience 
the Scoffs, and Deriſion of a Sinful 
World, and thought Themſelves happy 
in ſuch a glorious Singularity. If They 
would have complied with the Public 
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Example, and have offered but one 
Grain of Incenſe to the falſe Gods of 
the Heathen; Their Way was open to 
Honour, and Preferment, and Wealth: 
But They choſe rather to Suffer, like 
Moles, Afiction with the People of God, 
than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Sea- 
fon. They were contented to be Ob- 
jects of the Scorn of Men, that They 
might obtain Praiſe from God. 

We are perhaps not born to ſuch dif- 
ficult Trials of our Faith and Virtue. 
But We have our Trials too: living, 
as We do, in an Age where pious Con- 
verſation is unfaſhionable ; where a pro- 
fligate Offender againſt all the Rules of 
Sobriety and Chaſtity is often better re- 
ceived than a Conſcientious Chriſtian ; 
and where every Mark of Zeal for the 
Service of God, and the. Converſion of 
Man, is in Danger of being ſtiled Me- 

thodiſm, 


— 
hununbhpalhtl 1 


DISCOURSE N. 185 


thodiſm, .or Hypocriſy. It behoves Us 
therefore to exert ſome Degree of Reſolu- 
tion, that We may able to withſtand 
every Temptation, and every Diſcourage- 
ment, that may be thrown in our Way; 
and to fortify our Hearts againſt the 
Commendations, as well as Cenſures, of 
Vicious Men. When this is done; 
We may wait with Patience, and Com- 
fort for the Judgment of God, in the 
great Day of Retribution, upon the 
Choice, which We make Here, between 
the Applauſes beſtowed upon Sin, and 

the Contempt of Religion and Virtue. 
And let Us conſider, in the mean 
while, what Encouragement We may 
draw from the Doctrine, and from the 
Examples recorded in Scripture, to de- 

termine our Conduct. | 
Yau will ſee There, that We are for- 
bidden by the Law of God to follow a 
Mullitude 
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Multitude to do Evil; and that St. Paul en- 
joins us not to be conformed to this World. 
We are aſſured that though Hand join in 
Hand, that is, though the Wicked think 
themſelves fafe in the Number of their 
Confederates, they ſhall not go unpuniſhed. 
And our Saviour himſelf has declared, 
that Whoever ſhall be aſhamed of Him, and 
of his Words, in this adulterous and finful 
Generation, of Him alſo ſhall the Son of 
Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
Glory of his Father, with the Holy Angels. 
There are many other like Paſſages, 
which may aſſiſt our Judgment in this 
Matter : but, as there is not Time to 
turn to Them, I muſt leave Them to 

your own Reading and Obſervation. 
Let Us however recolle& what Par- 
ticular Inſtances occur in Holy Writ 
of Religious Singularity, and of the 
Rewards attending it. And amongſt 
Them, 
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Them, the Firſt I ſhall mention is Lot; 
who, in a populous City, where there 
were not ſo much as Ten Righteous 
Perſons, ſtill preſerved his Integrity) The 
Second is Elijah; who, under the Perſe. 
cution of a Wicked King, and at the 
utmoſt' Hazard of his Life, yer conti- 
nued Stedfaſt in the Service of God, 
though He was' the only Prophet, who 
had eſcaped the general Slaughter. For 
thus We find him repreſenting his own 
Caſe. I have been very jealous for 
ce the Lord God of Hoſts ; becauſe the 
ce children of Iſrael have forfaken thy 
“ Covenant, thrown down thine Altars, 
and ſlain thy Prophets with the 
« Sword : and I, even J only, am leſt, 
and they ſeek my Life to take it 

% away.” 
The Third is Noah; who, when the 
whole Race .of Mankind had given 
Them- 
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Themſelves up to work Wickedneſs in the / 
Sight of the Lord, and were polluted ro 
ſuch a Degree, that God Almighty 
thought it neceſſary to clear the Earth 
of ſuch a corrupt Generation by an 
Univerſal Deſtruction, yet reliſted the 
Contagion of that General Ungodlineſs ; 


and not only ſo, but had even the Cou- 


rage to be a Preacher of Righteouſneſs 
to a World of Sinners. 

Theſe were great. and noble Inſtances 
of Singularity in Goodneſs : and, if 
we read the Sequel of their Several 
Stories, we ſhall ſee that the Manner, 
in which it pleaſed God to reward thoſe 
Heroes in Virtue, was no leſs ſingular 
than their Merit. 

'The Firſt of the Three had an Angel 
ſent from Above to ſave Him from that 
dreadful Judgment, by which the Abo- 
minations of Sodom were puniſhed : 

The 
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The Second was taken up Alive by 
a Whirlwind into Heaven : | 

And the Third was Miracutouſly pre- | 
ſerved, with his Family, from the Waters 1 
which overſpread the Earth, to be the I3 
Father of a new and better Generation. : [ 

We may judge, by theſe very re- 
markable Examples of how great a Va- 
lue this Particularity of Religious Liv- 
ing, which is too often the Subject of 
Scorn, and Laughter to Men, 1s in the 
Sight of God: And, accordingly, if 
We defire to be wiſe unto Salvation, We 
ſhall go, and do likewiſe, 
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a I KINGS xiv. 16. 
Jeroboam, Who did fin, and who made 
Trael to fin. 


'F: HAT, which we underſtand 
by the Name of Sin, under 
which are comprehended the 
innumerable Tranſgreſſions, which Men 
commit againſt the Rules of Religion 
and Virtue, has been conſidered by dif- 
ferent People in a Variety of Lights. 
It was taken by ſome of the Wiſeſt of 
the Heathen to be a Dileaſe of the 
Mind, which, like Some of Thoſe in· 
cident to the Body, corrupted, and pol- 
luted, by a kind of Peſtilential Infec- 
tion, the whole Maſs of the Animal 

i Faculties; 
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Faculties; and left ſo deep a Taint up- 
on. the Souls of. the Wicked, that, in 
order to the Reſtoring of them to their 
Original Purity, it would be neceſſary 
for them, after Death, to undergo ſe- 
veral Sorts of Purgation : and accord- 


ingly, that Some would be hung up for 


Ages in the Wind; Others plunged 


into the Deep; and a Third Sort have. 


their Stains burat out by Fire. 
_ Amongſt Believers there are Thoſe, 
who repreſent Sin as totally contradic- 


tory to all the Concluſions of Right 


Reaſon; and repugnant to certain ſup- 
poſed Fitneſſes, or Proprieties, which 


ſubſiſted, as They tell you, before all 


Creation, and have been the ſame from 

Eternity.” 77 545 | 
Others, more intelligibly, as well as 

more Scripturally, look upon Sin as an 


Abaſement of Human Nature ; "1 6 


— 


Uniti te 
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as Moſes informs Us, in the firſt Chap- 
ter of Geneſis, was created by God in 
his own Image. Now whoever conſi- 
ders the infinite Holineſs and, Moral 
Perfections of the Deity, muſt allow 
that Vice, in all it's numerous kinds, 
muſt be the greateſt Disfigurement and 
Degradation of a Nature, which origi- 
nally reſembled the true Source and 
Pattern of every Virtue. | 
- There is ſtill a Fourth Notion concern- 
ing the Guilt of Sin, by which it is un- 
derſtood to conſiſt in Diſobedience to 
Almighty God ; who has an indubitable 
Right to preſcribe ſuch Rules of Think- 
ing, Speaking, and Acting, as he thinks 
fir, to thoſe Creatures, whom He has 
made, and governs. And this Opi- | 
nion being fully ſufficient for all the _. 
-+ Purpoſes both of VU Life and of the | * 
Next, and containing ſo much Know- 1 
N ledge, | 
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ledge, as may make Us Wiſe unto Sal- 
vation; We may very well acquieſce 
therein, and adopt all the Inferences 
which naturally ariſe from it. And 
ſuch are Theſe that follow. 

That, if God has a Right, as our 
Creator, and Governor, to give Us Laws, 
He muſt have a Right too to inforce 
our Obedience to them. 

It is true; that He might have created 
Us in ſuch a Manner, as that our Diſ- 
obedience to his Will ſhould have been 
impoſſible. But in that Caſe our Obe- 
dience would have been like that of 
the Sun, and Moon, and Stars; or like 
that of the Winds and Seas to our Sa- 
viour: not ſuch an One, as is yielded by 
Rational Creatures, whom God Almigh- 
ty has made free by Nature either to do, 
or not to do, his Will. 

If 


rr {054540 12—> ww_— 


DISCOURSE X. 195 


If then God has dealt with Us as 
Reaſonable Beings, in giving Us Laws; 
He vill conſider Us in the ſame Light, 
with regard to the Methods of inforcing 
them. Now the ultimate View of 
Thinking, and Feeling Creatures, be- 
ing Security from Evil, and Enjoyment 
of Good ; the Natural Way of inforc- 
ing their Obedience to any Laws muſt 
be to make their Happineſs depend up- 
on their Conformity to ſuch Laws, and 
their Miſery upon their Tranfgreflion of 
them. 

And this is what God has moſt cer- 
tainly eſtabliſhed: in this World Ge- 
nerally; in the other without Ex- 
ception. 

In the preſent State we ſee ſeveral 
ſorts of Vice attended with Decay of 
Strength, Broken Conſtitutions, and an 
Early Grave. We ſee Beggary follow- 

N 2 ing 
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ing cloſe upon the Heels of Luxury; 
and the irregular Pleaſures of the Fa- 
ther entailing Sorrow upon the Children, 
as well as on Himſelf: the Noiſe of 
Jollity and Mirth converted to filent 
Groans; and all the Pride of Ungodly 
Life exchanged for the bittereſt Remorſe 
and Anguiſh. 

But theſe are light and inconſiderable 
Evils, compared with what is to follow, 
after that dreadful Sentence *< Depart 

from me ye Curſed into Everlaſting 
% Fire,” ſhall have been pronounced 
by the Righteous Judge. | 

Some indeed may flatter thenfſelves, 
that their only Chaſtiſement will be 
Eternal Death in the Grave: A poor, 

. and unworthy Hope, rejected by Rea- 
f ſon, as well as Revelation; fad which 
They only can cheriſh in their Hearts, 

il | who 
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who know that they deſerve a muck. 


forer Puniſhment. 
Others ſeek for Conſolation in the 


Opinion that the Sufferings of Sinners 


will not be really Eternal, but that the 


Infinite Mercy of God will bring all to 


Happineſs in the End. Suppoſe it be 
ſo: Yet what a Comfortleſs Expecta- 
tion is This for any One, who has been 
acquainted with even the Tranſitory 
Pains of the Preſent State? Let a Man, 
who has felt the extreme Anguiſh of 
ſome Bodily Diſtempers, the Smart of 
Fire, or who has but heard of the ex- 


quilite Tortures of the Rack; or let 


Them, who have had any Knowledge of 
the Agonies of inconſolable Grief, the 
Bitterneſs of Self-Reproach, or the Hor- 
rors of ' Deſpair; conſider how they 
ſhould bear the. Continuance of any of 
Thoſe Sufferings, Bodily or Mental, 

N 3 not 
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not for Hours or Days, but perhaps for 
many Years, or even for Ages; (for 
who but God can tell the Juſt Propor- 
tion of Puniſhment to the different De- 
grees of Rebellion againſt Him) and 


then let them judge whether a Whole 


Life of Vicious Pleaſures can outweigh 
even one whole Year of ſuch intolerable 
Miſery; and what Encouragement to 
perſevere in Sin can be drawn from a 
Belief that their Torments will not laſt 
for Ever and Ever. 

Theſe and other vain Speculations 
may have ſerved to give a Momentary 
Faſe to ſome Wounded Conſciences. 
But ſurely No Man, in his right Mind, 
would ſtake his All upon ſuch Gange- 
rous Uncertainties, 

Let Us rather reflect upon that Say- 
ing of the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, that 
it is @ fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
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of the LIVING Gd; and be per- 
ſuaded, that if He has Mercy to for- 
give the Penitent, He has Severity too 
to puniſh the Hardened Sinner to the 
utmoſt. | 

There is however no Doubt to be 
made but that, though the Wrath of God 
is revealed from Heaven againſt all Ungod- 
lineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men; and 
though Every Crime that We commit, 
if unrepented of, and unamended, both 
deſerves, and will have the Recompence 
of Puniſhment Hereafter; yet the infi- 
nite Juſtice of God will (as I juſt now 
hinted) proportion Sufferings to Of- 
fences: And for This we have our Sa- 
viour's Authority. 
I faid, that every Act of Diſobedience 
to God deſerves Puniſhment. For con- 
ſider againſt whom it is committed: 
Firſt, againſt Him, who has brought 
NA Us 
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Us from Nothing, not only into Exiſt- 
ence upon Earth, but into an aſſured 
Hope of Eternal - Happineſs in Heaven, 
if We chooſe to enjoy it; and who, in 
the mean while, has crowned Us in a 
thouſand Inſtances, with his Mercy and 
Loving Kindneſs; Who ſent his Son to 
be our Inſtructor, and Pattern, and 
Guide; and not only ſo, but to lay 
down his Life for our Sakes: There- 
fore Sin againſt God is the fouleſt In- 
gratitude.—Secondly, It is com- 
mitted againſt our King and Gover- 
nor: it is therefore Rebellion. And, 
Thirdly, againſt our Judge, who has 
given Us full Warning of his Diſplea- 
ſire againſt It, and of his Reſolution to 
puniſh the Soul that Sinneth. Theretore, 
It is a Defiance of his Vengeance. 
This being the Caſe of every ſingle 


Tranigreflion againſt the juſt and equi- 
table 
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table Laws of God; what ſhall we ſay 
of the Condition of Thoſe, who know- 
ing the Will of their all Bountiful, all 
Powerful, and infinitely Juſt Creator, 
do yet dare to ſpend their whole Lives 
in a conſtant Oppoſition to his Com- 
mandments ? Theſe muſt be dreadfully 
guilty in the Sight of God, and may be 
truly ſaid to heap up Wrath to Themſelves 
againſt the Day of Wrath. 

But there are amongſt the Sons of Men 
ſtill more provoking and audacious 
Tranſgreſſors. I mean Thoſe, who, not 
contented with the Load of their own 
Iniquities, chooſe to burthen their Con- 
{ſciences with the Crimes of Others, and 
endeavour to draw their Innocent Brethren 
into a ſhare of their own Condemna- 
tion. 

In my laſt Diſcourſe I ſpoke of the 
Folly — of — the 

Ex? 
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Example of Others in Sinning againſt 
God: I ſhall, in what remains of This, 
ſet before you the horrid Impiety of 
Thoſe, who ſet that Example. 

To ſeduce Servants from their Maſ- 
ters Service, or Subjects from their 
Allegiance to their Sovereign, is a very 
high Offence againſt Human Laws. But 
to entice the Creatures of God into Diſ- 
obedience to His Government, by your 
Advice; or to encourage them in it by 
your Example; This is ſetting up a 
Standard againſt Heaven, and heading 
a Rebellion againſt the Almighty. 

To convert a Sinner from the Error of 
his Way, and to fave a Soul from Death, 
is highly ſpoken of by St. James; and 
we are told by the Prophet Daniel, that 
They, who turn many to Righteouſneſs, 
ſhall ſhine as the Stars for Ever and 
Ever. 


What 
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What then muſt we think of the 
Reverſe of this Character? Can we 
ſuppoſe that Thoſe, who fo diſtinguiſh 
themſelves in the Cauſe of Ungodlineſs, 
as to be Agents, and Sollicitors for it, 
will not be diſtinguiſhed in their Puniſh- 
ment too? Can They, who have taken 
the great Tempter of Mankind for their 
Pattern; They, who chooſe to imitate 
Him, who was a Murtherer from the 
Beginning, in depriving Adam, and his 
Poſterity of the Gift of Eternal Life; 
can They have the leaſt Hope of eſcaping 
the terrible Sentence pronounced upon 
Him, and his Angels? 

We have Examples in Scripture of 
ſome great Criminals in this Kind, and 


of the Judgments executed by God upon 


Them even in this World. 
You have read in the Book of Num- 
bers the Story of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abi- 
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Abiram: How They drew the Congre- 
gation of the Children of Iſrael into Re- 
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bellion againſt Moſes the Prophet of the 


a 


Lord ; and How the Earth opened, and 
ſwallowed up Them, with all that ap- 
pertained to them. All Theſe, with 
their Wives, Children, and Families, 
went down alive into the Pit; whilſt a 
Fire from Heaven conſumed 250 more 
of the Men, who had ſignalized their 
Zeal in the ſame impious Faction. 

You have in the Hiſtory of the Kings 
of Iſrael a ſtill ſtronger Inſtance of this 
moſt heinous Crime of Seduction, or 
withdrawing the Servants of God from 
their Duty to Him. 

It is Jeroboam ; who firſt introduced 
the Idolatry of the Golden Calves 
amongſt the Ten Tribes, which had re- 
volted under Him from the Houſe of 
David. This wicked Prince is always 

named 
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named with Abomination by the ſacred 
Writers, and ſtigmatized with the odious 
Title of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who 
made Iſrael to Sin. But his Iniquity did 
not paſs unpuniſhed. For we find that, 
according to the Prediction of the Pro- 
phet Ahijah, only One of all his De- 
ſcendents was to die in his Bed, and 
to be buried like other Men: and that 
God would give up the People of Iſrael 
too, becauſe of his Sin. And this hap- 
pened accordingly: for we ſee in the 
2d Book of Chronicles, that, in a Battle, 
which Jeroboam fought with Abijah 
king of Judah, God ſmote his Army, 
ſo that there fell down lain of thoſe 
People, whom he had perverted, no /e/s 
than fifty thouſand choſen Men; and 
that God ſtruck Him, and He died. 

The Sin of Nebuchadnezzar was of 
the ſame Kind ; but his Guilt ſtill more 


EX. 
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extenſive, in Proportion as his Domi- 
nions were greater, and his Inſolence to- 
wards God more abominable: For it 
was his Intention to eſtabliſh Idolatry, 
not by Perſuaſion only, and Example, 
but by open Force, and the Terror of a 
dreadful Puniſhment. He fat up a 
Golden Image (of Himſelf, as is thought) 
for the Worſhip of all People, Nations, 
and Languages. But it pleaſed the Lord, 
whoſe Power He had thus defied, to 
check and humble his Preſumption, 
in a very extraordinary Manner, as you 
may read in the Book of Daniel : For, 
when /is Heart was lifted up, and his 
Mind hardened in Pride; He was de- 
Foſed from his Kingly Throne, and They 
took his Glory from Him: and He was 
driven from the Sons of Men, and his Heart 
was made like the Beaſts, and his Dwelling 
was with the Wild Aſſes. They fed him with 
| Graſs 
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Graſs like Oxen, and his Body was web 
with the Dew of Heaven; till he knew 
that the Moſt High God ruled in the - 
dom of Men. 

Theſe are conſpicuous and ſhocking 
Inſtances of Wretches, who dared to ſet 
Themſelves in Oppoſition againſt the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, and to 
make, as it were, a Party againſt Eo 
in his own Dominions, | 

May not We, in our narrow Sphere 
and Proportion, fin after the Similitude 
of their Tranſgreſſion ? and do not Many 
amongſt Private Chriſtians follow, ſo far 
as their influence reaches, the ſame de- 
teſtable Patterns ? 

ye are not indeed Princes to corrupt, 
by / our Debaucheries and Impietics, 
whole Nations of Men: but there is not 
perhaps a Man living, who may not 
have it in his Power to draw ſome other 
5 after 
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after him, by his Authority, or Coun- 
ſel, or Example. 

The firſt, and moſt frightful Inſtance 
of Seduction in Common Life, is That 


by Parents; on whom, under God, the 


future Behaviour of their Children does 
ſo greatly depend. We ſee often both 
Fathers, and Mothers, expreſſing the 
moſt affectionate Tenderneſs for their 
Offspring, at the very time that they 
pay not the leaſt Regard to their future 
Happineſs: But on the contrary, either 
ſo totally neglect to give, or procure for 
them any Religious Inſtruction; or e- 
ven inſtil ſuch Principles of Vice into 
them; or make them Witneſſes to ſuch 
a Conduct in Themſelves; as mult, 
in all human Probability, lead them to 
a Life of Sin and Shame in this World, 
and to Everlaſting Deſtruction in the 
next. And what Hardneſs of Heart, 

what 
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what an Inhumanity is Their's? How 
dreadful a Load of Guilt towards God 
do theſe Thoughtleſs, unhappy Parents 
contract; who, having brought Sons 
and Daughters into the World, when it 
was in their Power to fit them for 
Veſſels of Mercy, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, make it their Buſineſs fo fit them, 
on the contrary, for Veſſels of Wrath ? 
Whole Conduct towards their Children 
is ſuch, that They may be truly ſaid, in 
the Language of the Goſpel, 10 give 
them a ſtone, when they 4 for Bread; 
and, inſtead of a Fiſh, a Serpent. 

One may apply the ſame Reflections, 
though not altogether with the ſame Ag- 
gravations, to Maſters and Miſtreſſes,, 
who take no Thought about the Beha- 
viour of their Apprentices, or Servants, 
whether Virtuous, or Vicious; and are 


careleſs as to the Examples, which They 
O ſet 
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ſet them. They ſuppoſe that Inſtruct- 


ing them in their ſeveral Occupations, 
providing them with Bodily Food, and 
paying Wages where due, is a Diſcharge 
of all they owe to Thoſe under their 
Care; bur it is to be feared, that, when 
the great Day of Account comes, they 
will find that there were other Du- 
ties attending their Situation, and no leſs 
Obligatory upon them. 

In this Claſs of Sinners, Thoſe too will 
bear a very eminent Rank, who delight 
themſelves in encouraging the Young 
and Inexperienced to tranſgreſs the 
Bounds of Sobriety and Virtue z who en- 
deavor to conceal the Deformity of Sin; 


to laugh the Prohibitions of the Goſpel - 


out of Countenance ; repreſenting the 
Fear of God, as a Prejudice of Education; 
and perſuading Men, as the Serpent did 


i Eve, 
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Eve, that, though They eat the For- 

bidden Fruit, They /hall not ſurely die. 
Another, and That a Capital Inſtance 
of Promoting Diſobedience to God, is ſtill 
behind. I ſpeak of the Seducers of Wo- 
men. A Complicated Crime, chargeable 
with Injuſtice; with Cruelty z with ſuch a 
Degree of Injury to a Fellow Creature, 
as is, in it's own Nature, irreparable. 
In the Heat and Selfiſhneſs of Paſſion 
theſe things are not attended to: but 
there are Minutes, wherein all, . who 
are not entirely abandoned, think of 
their future Intereſt, as well as preſent 
Pleaſure. And in Theſe, it may be of 
Service to every ſuch Man, to reflect 
ꝓpon the Conſequences of ſuch forbidden 
Actions; and to conſider in Time, what 
Plea, in Caſe the Woman, whom he has 
thus decoyed into Sin, becomes a Com- 
mon Proſtitute; (as is the Caſe of Thou- 
O 2 ſands ;) 
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ſands;) or a Murthereſs of the worft 
Kind, of her own Iffue, (of which too 
Multitudes have been guilty ;) what Plea 
I ſay, He, her firſt Corruptor, will 
have to offer at the Judgment Seat of 
Chriſt, againſt his Sharing, perhaps hav- 
ing the greater Share, in the Puniſh- 
ment due to ſuch ſuperior Degrees of 
Wickedneſs. 

Your own Reflection may ſuggeſt to 
you other Inſtances, wherein our Neigh- 
bour may be drawn into Diſobedience to 
God by Imitation of our Perſonal Ill- 
Conduct, or in Compliance with our 
Perſuaſions. And let no Man flatter 
himſelf, from the Lowneſs and Obſcu- 
rity of his Rank; that there is no Dan- 
ger of his falling under the Cenſure of 
a Propagator of Vice, and an Inciter to 
Rebellion againſt his Maker. For no 
Man, as I obſerved before, is ſo incon- 
| ſider- 
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ſiderable; but that He may, either by his 


Advice, or ſinful Example, or Negligence 
of his Duty, corrupt Another : and He, 
that is Himſelf ſo corrupted, may ſpread 
the infection, till the Wickedneſs of one 
becomes the Wickedneſs of Multitudes; 
perhaps even of Generations yet unborn. 
Conſider therefore, again and again, be- 
fore you ſet an Example to the Innocent 
of leaving the Paths of Virtue, that 
Thouſands whom You never ſaw, may 
riſe againſt You in Judgment, as the 
Original Author of their Ruin, in the 
Great and Terrible Day of the Lord. And 
if the Righteous (as St. Peter ſays) ſtall 
ſearcely be ſaved ; where ſhall They appear, 
who have not only their own Tranſgreſ- 
ſions to anſwer for, which God knows 


are in Us all fully ſufficient, but Thoſe 


of Many Others alſo, whom They, like 
Jeroboam, have made to n? 
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St. PAUL to the CoLOSSIANS, iii. 8. 


Put off all Theſe; Anger, Wrath, Malice, 
Blaſphemy, Filthy Communication out of 
your Mouth, | x 


13 HE Government of the Tongue 
is not more a point of Worldly 
Prudence, than of Religious 
Duty towards God. He has conferred 
on Us the Uſe of Speech for the Com- 
munication of our- Thoughts One to 
Another, and for the Tranſaction of 
our Affairs, Public and Private; that 
We may make known our Wants; give, 
and aſk, Advice; inſtruct the Ignorant ; 
reprove the Faulty ; encourage the Well- 
doer; enjoy the Innocence of Friendly 

O04 Con- 
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Converſation; and, above all, that We 
ſhould employ it in the Praiſe of our 
great and gracious Benefactor. 

But this noble, and moſt uſeful Fa- 
culty, if it is fitted, on one hand, to 
give glory to the Lord, and promote 
the Good and Service of Mankind, is, 
on the other, capable of being perverted 


to the worſt Purpoſes. Therewith (ſays 
St. James) Bleſs we God, and Therewith 


Curſe we Men, which are made after the 


Similitude of God. And Thereby, we 
may add, the Peace of Private Fa- 
milies, the Affection of Relations 
and Friends have often been, and 
even the  Tranquillity of Nations 
may be deſtroyed, or endangered; 
and the Tongue, which ſhould ſerve 
to Mutual Edification, is by ma- 
ny made an Inſtrument of Mutual 
Corruption, 
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In the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, from 
which the words juſt read to you are 
taken, the Apoſtle, having, in the 
preceding Verſes, enumerated ſeveral 
Crimes, for which the Wrath of God 
came upon the Gentile World, viz. For- 
nication, Uncleanneſs, Inordinate Af. 
fection, evil Concupiſcence, and Co- 
vetouſneſs; exhorts them to abſtain 
likewiſe from the Sins committed by 
Speech: Such are, iſt, Paſſionate, Re- 
proachful, Abuſive, and Threatning Lan- 
guage, which fall under the Words 
Anger, and Wrath. —adly, Defamation, 
Scandal, Falſe Accuſation, and Miſ- 
chievous Diſcourſe, which belong to 
Malice.—3dly, Blaſphemy, which com- 
prehends all Irreverence of Talking with 
regard to the Supreme Being.—Athly, 


Filthy Communication, meaning obſcene, 


indecent, and impudent Converſe. 
| The 
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The two former, Wrathful and 
Malicious. Words, though both highly 
offenſive, I ſhall at this time only warn 
you againſt, as what will certainly, if 
not repented of, and left off, lead you ta 
Final Deſtruction. I ſhall! dwell more 
particularly upon the 2 of the other 
two. —- 
The Firſt is Blaſphemy; which, in 

the Original Language, ſignifies all 
Kinds of injurious Words, whether re- 
{ to God, or Man. And it is by 
the inſpired: Writers of the Scripture ap- 
plied as often in one Senſe, as the other, 
Let. us therefore underſtand it here in 
the former Signification; as taking in all 
thoſe Speeches, whereby any Diſreſpect 
whatſoever, greater of leſs, is expreſſed 

towards Almighty God. 
The higheſt Degree of this is, when 
any Thing inconſiſtent with the infinite 

Purity, 
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Purity, or Wiſdom, or Juſtice, or any 
other Attribute of the Deity, is affirmed 
of Him; when his Holy Word is ridi- 
culed, his Threatnings againſt Sin de- 
rided, or his Power defied; as was done 
by that impious Aſſyrian General, 
whom, becauſe he had reproached, and 
Blaſphemed the Lord, and exalted his Voice 
againſt the Holy One of Iſrae:, it pleaſed 
God to deſtroy by his Angel, with his whole 
Army, conſiſting of an hundred, fourſcore, 
and frve Thouſand Men, in one Night. + 
But this Inſtance of Inſodenee towards 
our great Creator is ſuch an One, as in 
all it's Circumſtances, cannot be com- 
mitted by any of Us; though it is poſ- 
ſible even for Private People to make 
| ſome Approaches towards it. 

There are too, beſides thoſe, which 

I have juſt mentioned; other Ways of 
behaving undutifully, by the Words of 
our 


UT 
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our Mouth, towards. God: and they 
are all, in their ſeveral Degrees, more 
or leſs liable to the Charge of Blaſphe- 
mous Speaking. 
The Firſt, and One of the: moſt da- 
ring Provocations, is That of Swearing 
in our Common Diſcourſe; in the firſt 
place, as being forbidden in expreſs 
words by our Saviour, whoſe, Com- 
mand to all. Chriſtians is, Swear not at 
all. He does not ſay that we ſhould 
not ſwear, when called upon by the Ma- 
giſtrate to give Evidence before Him, 
or in a Court of Juſtice: it is plain, by 
what follows, that the Prohibition re- 
lates only to our Common Talk. For, 
after having laid that ſolemn Injunction 
upon us, that we ſhould zot Swear at 
all, He adds, Let your Communica- 
* tion (it is in the Original your Speech) 
« be Yea, Yea; Nay, Nay :” the Mean- 
| ing 
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ing of which is, that when we affirm any 
thing or deny it, we ſhould not back 
our Words by an Oath: for, whatever 
(ſays He) is more than theſe, that is, 
whatſoever goes beyond barely Affirming 
or Denying, cometh of Evil, or rather 
from the Evil One, that is, the Devil. 
Now amongſt thoſe, who would be 
thought true Chriſtians, it is moſt aſto- 
niſhing, that ſuch a direct Contradic- 
tion to the Law of our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſhould prevail; and that, for the Sake 
of indulging themſelves in a Practice, 
which can yield them neither Pleaſure 
nor Profit, they ſhould be willing to 
riſk their Eternal Salvation, EP 
And that they may forfeit it There- 
by, we are aſſured by the Apoſtle St. 
James. Above all things (you will ob- 
ſerve of how great Conſequence He 
thought it) Above all things, ſays He 


2 
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| My Brethren, Swear not, leſt you fall in- 
to Condemnation, © 

You may ſee in the Old Teſtament 
too, how this particular Sin was puniſh- 
ed, or threatened, by God Almighty, 
through the Prophets. Jeremiah de- 
clares to his Countrymen the Jews, that, 
becauſe of Swearing their Land mourned, 
and the pleaſant Places of the Wilderneſs 
were dried up. He lets them know be- 
ſides, that God would therefore bring 
Evil upon them. 

Another Prophet, as you may find 
in the Book of Zechariah, ſays: Every 
one that ſtealeih, Every one that Swear- 
eln, ſhall be cut off. 

Theſe Paſſages of Scripture carry with 
them terrible Admonitions to Com- 
mon Swearers; ſo terrible, that a Man 
of a Religious Mind cannot but trem- 
ble 


1 
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ble for Them, who thus dare the In- 
dignation of the Living God. 

But ſecondly, if you deſire to know = 
the Reaſon of this great Severity againſt 
Swearers, I muſt recommend to you to 
conſider, | | 
Who it is, that is offended by it; 
and Who You are, that give the Of- 
fence. 

Raiſe then your Thoughts to the Al- 
mighty, Everlaſting God, the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth; and of You too, who 
venture. to tranſgreſs his Will : Raiſe 
them to that infinitely great and tre- 
mendous Being, who directs all the Mo- 
tions of the vaſt Heavenly Bodies which 
roll above Us; Who hath meaſured (to 
uſe the words of the Prophet Iſaiah) 
the Waters in the Hollow of his Hand; 
marked out Heaven with a Span; weighs 
the Mountains in Scales, and the Hills in. 

| a Ba- 
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a Balance; before Whom the Nations of 
of the Earth are a Drop of the Bucket, and 
are counted as the. ſmall Duſt on the Ba- 
lance; Who ftretcheth out the Heavens as 
4 Curtain, and fſpreadeth them as a Tent 
to dwell in; Who is every-where equal- 
ly preſent through all the Extent of his 
boundleſs Creation ; knoweth every 
Thought of our Hearts, and heareth 
every Word of our Mouth; and, Laſt- 
ly, Who will come with Ten Thouſands 


of his holy Angels to execute Juſtice upon 


All, and to convict all that are Ungodly, 
of all their Ungodly Deeds, and of all 
their hard, that is, injurious and impious 
Speeches, which Ungodly Sinners have ſpoken 


againſt Him. (Jude xiv.) Compare now 


Yourſelf: Compare all the Inhabitants 
of a Thouſand Worlds, with this in- 
conceivably Powerful Univerſal Lord: 
What are We,—What are They all, 
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in his Sight, but poor, feeble, depen- 
dent Creatures, who have no Life, no 
Motion, no Exiſtence but in Him. 
And is it ſuitable, think Tou, to ſuch 
a Condition; is it pardonable in Us 
wretched Mortals, to trifle with the 
awful Majeſty of God; and to call on 
Him as a Witneſs, in our idle, frivolous 
Diſputes, or even ſinful Converſations ; 
as a Voucher to the Truth of thoſe 
things, which We often know to be 
falſe; and to the Integrity of our Hearts, 


at the very inſtant that We are perhaps 


defrauding our Neighbour ? 

This is indeed ſtroug, but not at 
all aggravated, being, in the worſt 
part of the Deſcription, applicable to 
Many; and, in forme degreee or other, 
to Every Man, who allows himſelf in 
the dangerous Liberty of common 
Swearing. 

P And 
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And what can They expect hereaf- 
ter, who, in Contempt of a poſitive 
Commandment of God, and contrary 
to all that humble Reverence, which 
They owe to his infinite Greatneſs, are 
guilty of ſuch daily repeated Prophange 
tions ? 

Like to This, or rather more exe- 
crably Wicked, is the Sin of Curſing 
our Brethren: in which, it is hard to 
ſay, whether Uncharitableneſs towards 
Man, or Impiety towards God, bear 
the greater Share. But This we may 
be ſure of, that it is a Cuſtom highly 
odious in His Sight, as being a direct 
Contradiction to that Spirit of Bene- 
volence, by which it is our Duty and Glo- 
ry to reſemble his divine Perfection; and 
to every Principle, on which the Goſ- 
pel of our Bleſſed Saviour is founded. 


And ſurely,” it muſt make the ſtouteſt 
Heart 
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Heart tremble to reflect, that it may 
ſeem good to the Juſtice of God to pour 
down upon the Head of Him, who deals 
in this horrid Trade, all thoſe dreadful 
Evils, which, in the Malice and Cru- 
elty of his Anger, He has wiſhed to fall 
upon Others. 

But there is a more difintereſted Kind 
of Curſers, People, who curſe Them- 
ſelves, and by fearful Imprecations, call 
down the Judgments of God upon their 
own Souls; And That often in Atteſta- 
tion to Things, which They have falſely 
affirmed. * Theſe ſeem to think (as is 
faid by the Apoſtle upon another Occaſi- 
on) that their Damnation flumbereth. They 
are in haſte to hear the terrible Sentence 
pronounced upon Them. Wretches ! 
Whoſe very Prayers are Sin; and who 
have nothing ſo much to fear as that 
their Wiſhes ſhould be complied with, 
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and God ſhould condemn Them out of 
their own Mouth. 

We have had as it is credibly aſſured, 
in our Nation, and in our-own Days, 
ſome very alarming Inſtances of ſuch 
impious Mortals being taken at their 
Word, and carried off by a ſwift De- 
ſtruction. God grant that Thoſe, who 
imitate the Example of their Sin, may 
be reformed by the Example of their 
Judgment. 

Yet ſome of theſe Curling and Swear- 
ing Chriſtians do not ſcruple to join 
with the Congregation in our Churches, 
and even to preſent themſelves at the 
Holy Sacrament. But How can Bleſjing 
and Curſing proceed out of the ſame Mouth ? 
How can they poſſibly imagine, that 
their Praiſes will not be an Abomina- 
tion to the Lord, who pretend to wor- 
| 0 ſhip 
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ſhip Him in his Holy Temple, but 
every where elſe blaſpheme his Name? 
| Belides theſe more daring Offences, 
there are other inſtances of a kind of 
Habitual Prophanation of that Hoh and 
Reverend Name, practiſed, without 
Thought or Reflection, by Many, who 


are certainly not wanting, in other Re- 
ſpects, to the Reverence due to God. 


The Jews of old had fo great a Vene-, 


ration for the Word Jehovah, by which 
Name it pleaſed God to make himſelf 
known to Them, that They would not 
ſo much as ſuffer it to come within 
their Lips, And it is reported of a great 
Chriſtian Philoſopher of our own Na- 
tion, that He never mentioned the Name 
of God, without making a Pauſe to 
diſtinguiſh it, by that Mark of Reſpect, 
from all other Words. Chriſtians in 
general are not ſo ſcrupulous; for One 
P 3 | may 
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may often hear Them, even upon the 
moſt trifling Subjects, making Uſe of 
the Words if it pleaſe God, where they 
have no real Thought either of his Plea- 
ſure, or Diſpleaſure; or giving Thanks 
to God for Things unworthy to be join- 
ed in the fame Sentence with his Holy 
Name, and which are by no means 
Objects of a Serious and Religious Gra- 
titude. But This is certainly ſuch an 
improper and indecent Familiarity, as 
cannot be blameleſs in his Sight. It is a 
Language, which ſhould be reſerved for 
Occaſions of Importance; for the Com- 
munion of a Pious Heart with Him, 
who made it; and for the Religious 
Solemnity of Private, or Publick, De- 
votion. 

But if theſe Lower Degrees of Itre- 

verence towards the Divine Majeſty - 
de juſtly cenſurable; let Them, wha 
preſume 
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preſume to diſhonour God by prophane 
Oaths and Curſes, conſider, to what 
greater Marks of his Reſentment their 
ſhocking Impieties muſt expoſe Them. 

Having done now with the Subject of 
Blaſphemy, or the wicked and diſreſpect- 
ful Mention of the Name of God; I 
come to the Second Part, in which I 
propoſed to ſay ſomething upon That, 
which the Apoſtle calls by the Name of 
Filthy Communication, or an obſcene and 
impudent Way of Talking. 

This perhaps may be thought a light 
Thing, an Affzir of mere Laughter, by 
looſe and inconſiderate Men. But if 
it were really So; How comes it to be 
ſo ſeriouſly treated in Scripture ? Why 
are Chriſtians ſo ſtrongly exhorted againſt 
it? | 

You have ſeen with what Vices it is 
connected by St Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
P 4 the 
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the Cvloſſians; even with thoſe heinous 
Crimes, which brought the Wrath of 
God upon the Gentiles, and with Ma- 
lice, and Blaſphemy. The fame great 
Teacher writes thus to the Epheſians, 
Fornication and all Uncleanneſs, let it not 
be once named amongſt Yeu : neither Filthi- 
neſs, nor fooliſh Talking. And by a greater 
than Him, even our Bleſſed Saviour, 
the Anger of God is denounced againſt 
this Crime amongſt others, For there 
can be no doubt, that as well obſcene and 
lewd, as blaſphemous and irreligious 
Language, is included in thoſe Lale 
Words; of which He To ſolemnly de- 
clares, that hey who ſpeak them, ſhall 
give an Account at the Day of Judgment : 
for by thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, 
and by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned. 
This being ſo; you muſt be con- 
yinced that it is not only by the envious 
| Moroſe- + 
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Moroſeneſs of Old Age, or the affected "4 
Sanctity of Such, who would appear to | 1 
be better-than their Neighbours, that | 
this dirty Practice is repreſented as Cri- 

minal; but alſo by the ſacred Word of 
God: and you know the Conſequences ' 
of dilobeying It. 

The Levity and Folly of Youth may 
look upon it, as a Matter of ſmall 
Importance, to have their Belfaviour 
cenſured by the Grave and Virtuous; 
and they may flatter 'themſclves with 
the Hope that the Loſs of their Fa- 
vour, and Benefits, Preſent or in 
Proſpect, may be eaſily replaced, But 
will the Braveſt among Them dare 
to be indifferent, with regard to the 
Approbation, or Diſpleaſure, of their 
God? Or can they think, that the 
Noiſe and Jollity of looſe, licenti- 


ous Mirth can make them any Amends | | 
| for | 
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for the Sorrows of future Condemna- 


tion ? 

If we conſider this Practice in itſelf; 
it is unworthy, and below the Dignity 
of Human Nature, whoſe principal Orna- 
ment and Honour conſiſts in abſtracting 
the Mind, as much as poſſible, from low 
carnal Objects, common to Us with the 
Brute Creation, and raiſing it to the God- 
like Sentiments of Reaſon, Morality, 
and Religion, | | 

If any regard at all be due to Hu- 
man Society; it is certainly to the wiſeſt 
and beſt Part of it that moſt is owing: 
and to Them Nothing can render a Man 
more odious and offenſive. 

If to our own Reputation, Nothing is 
more inconſiſtent with a good One. 

If to Worldly Intereſt; Lofs of Credit 
and Character is often attended with Loſs 
of Bread, or other great Misfortunes. 
Man- 
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Mankind in general are not ſo profli- 
gate to ſee with Patience their Sons, 
Daughters or Servants corrupted by the 
Libertine Diſcourſes of others. They 
know that Thoſe, who make no Scruple 
of uſing immodeſt Language, will ge- 
nerally make as little of doing immodeſt 
Actions; for They have been taught by 
Experience, as well as Scripture, that 
thoſe things, which proceed out of the 
Mouth, come from the Heart, and that They 
defile the Man. For out of the Heart, 
(fays our Saviour) proceed Evil Thoughts, 
Murthers, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, 
Falſe Witneſs, and Blaſphemies. 

It is a great Aggravation of this 
Crime ; when it is committed in the Hear- 
ing of Children, or as yet uncorrupted 
Youth, 

If it be done with a Deſign of prepar- 
ing the Way to their Ruin, by depriv- 

ing 
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ing them of their happy Ignorance, and 
filling their Minds with a vicious Cu- 
riofity; no Name is bad enough: and 
perhaps no Puniſhment will be thought 
too bad for ſuch Filthy Seducers of In- 


nocence; if they do not expiate their 


Iniquity by a ſincere Repentance and 
Reformation. 


If it be done on the contrary, wich- 


out ſuch an expreſs Intention; and you 
pretend that it is only in Jeſt that you 
ſtain your Converſation with ſuch vile 
Ribaldry.; you. are like the Madman, 
mentioned in the Book of Proverbs, who 
cafteth Arrows, and Firebrands, and ſaith, 
Am not Tin Sport? And it would behove 
You to confider that, though you do 
not abſolutely intend to corrupt thoſe, 
who hear you, yet you are willing to 
riſk the doing of it: and, if another 


reaps the Harveſt of Debauchery, which 
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You have ſown, Can you hope to eſcape 
bearing your Share of the Puniſhment 
due to ſo foul an Offence ? 

I conclude with the Exhortation of 
the Apoſtle, with which I began, to all 
who know Themſelves to be guilty of 
Prophane, or, obſcene Communication, 
to loſe no Time in putting Them of. If 
not; if neither the Conſideration of Ir- 
reverence towards the Supreme Being, 
nor of Indecency with regard to Men, 
nor any Concern for Character and Cre- 
dit, can prevail againſt theſe odious 
Vices; let him that is filthy be filthy flill: 
let him that has made Curling and 
Swearing familiar to him, continue in 
his Impiety : but let them both know 
aſſuredly, that for theſe Things allo God 
will bring them into Judgment. 
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2 CORINTH, iv. Part of the: 16th, and 
the 17th Verſe. 


We faint not — for our light Affiition, 

dich is but for a Moment, worketh for 
us @ far more exceeding, Eternal Weight 
of Glory. 


Have choſen this Paſſage out of 
many of a like Import, as contain- 
ing Matter both of Inſtruction, and 
Comfort. And, as I think the Truth 
therein aſſerted to be well worth your 
attentive Conſideration ; I will therefore 
take this Opportunity of laying before 
You what has occurred to Me upon the 

Subject of it, 
Now 
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Now the conſtant Language of the 

New Teſtamept is, that Chriſtians muſt 

ſuffer for Chriſt; > and ſhall be recom- 


penſed Hereafrer. Our Saviour him- 


ſelf declares that he who would follow 
Him, "muſt ae up his" Cros? an Ex- 
preſſion borrowed from the Cuſtom of 
obliging condemned Malefactors, to car- 
ry the Croſs, on which They were to 
die, to the Place of Execution; and 
which ſeems to be uſed by our Lord 
with a Prophetick Alluſion to what was 
to happen to Himſelf. It certainly con- 
veys the Idea both of a ſevere, and con- 
tented, Suffering. He ſays, in an other 
place, that be. who will not do it, is 
uncvor iy of Him: in a Third, that it 


muſt be done dath: in a Fourth, that 


he, who does it, ſhall have Treaſure in 
Heaven: and, in a Fifth, He declares 
Thoſe happy, who ſhall be perſecuted ſor 
| Righteouſneſs ' 
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Righteouſneſs Sake, adding, that Theirs is 
the Kingdom of God. 55 

Lou ſee then the Neceſſity of Fry 
mitting, to. Perſecution, and bearing it 
with Patience, and the Connection of 
preſent Suffering with future Happineſs, 
very ſtrongly. inculcated by the Author 
of our Holy Religion; who not only 
preached that Doctrine to His Followers, 
but confirmed it by the Example of his 
own inceſſant Labours, and of thoſe Diſ- 
treſſes, Contradictions, and Reproaches, 
which he bore. with ſuch exemplary Pa- 
tience ; by the cruel Tortures of his 
Death; and by his * 3 
and Aſceniion. 

_ His Apoitles alſo, 2 1 W 
were frequent in repeating the ſame De- 
clarations; and labour ſcarce any point 
more than This, which we find Paul 
and Barnabas inſiſting on with the Dit- 
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ciples of Lyſtra, Iconium, and Antioch, 
that We muſt through much Tribulation 
enter into the Kingdom of God. 
St Peter too couples theſe two things 

together, ſpeaking of the Sufſerings for 

Chriſt, and the Glories which ſhould follow, 

as revealed by the Spirit of God to the 
. antient Prophets. 

To be patient in Perſecutions, and Tri- 
bulations, is to be worthy of the Kingdom of 
God, according to St Paul to the Theſ- 
klonians : who even adds, that it is a 
Juftice in God 7o-give Them, who are 
thus troubled, Reſt; wwhen the Lord Jeſus 
ſhalt be revealed from Heaven, with the 
Angels of his Power. 

In the 13th Chapter of the Revelation, 
you will find ſet forth the glorious Exal- 
tation of an innumerable Multitude of 
Martyrs, funding before the Throne of 
God, cloathed in White Robes, the Emblem 

A of 
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DISCOURSE XII. 243 
of Purity; and with Palms in their 
Hands, as a Token of their Victory over 
Sin, and Tribulation, and Death, _ 
You will alſo learn from Scripture, 
that theſe Religious Sufferings are not 
barely impoſed as a Duty, buc repreſented 
as a Favour, and Privilege; and as 4 
Matter of Delight and Exultation. In 
the 6th Chapter of St. Luke, the Poor ; 


who are the Objects of Hatred, of 


Name of Chriſt, ate pronounced. Hap- 
py; and exhorted to ryoice, and leap 
for Joy, when thoſe things happen to 
Them, fiace their Reward will be great 
in Heaven. 

I need not multiply Texts to prove 
This, as it muſt occur to you perpe- 

Q 2 But 
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244 DISCOURSE XII. 
But it will be here proper for you to 
obſerve; that Suffering for Chriſt is by 
no means to be confined to what is pro- 
perly called Perſecution, but may ex- 
tend to every Inſtance of Hardſhip and 
Diſtreſs; to Bodily ' Pains, and Sick- 
neſſes; to Contempt, and Contumely; 
to Diſappointments, and Self-Denials ; 
when borne, and exerciſed with a Conſcien- 
tious Patience, and chearfully ſubmitted 
to, either as the Juſt Judgment of God 
upon our paſt Sins, or upon the Princi- 
ple of an humble unrepining Obedience 
to the Decrees of his Providence. 
Under theſe Qualifications only, the 
Common Calamities 'of.. Life can be 
©01.,.cred as bearing, any. Relation to 
Religion and Conſcience. . For that 
Fortitude of Mind, which is requiſite 
towards a patient Enduring of Grief, or 
Pain, may have it's Riſe from Oſtenta- 
7a =, tion 
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tion and Vanity. Even Perſecution for 
the true Faith, even the Burning of our 
Bodies at the Stake, may be willingly 
and readily endured, and yet prove un- 
profitable to Us; if our Hearts be other- 
wiſe corrupt, and void of the true Chriſ- 
tian Charity, the Love of God and 
Man. | 

The greateſt Malefactors are often 
ſeen to go through the Torments of 
their Puniſhment with an amazing Ob- 
ſtinacy of Reſolution ; but with a har- 


dened, impenitent Heart. This Con- 


ſtancy therefore can be of no Value in 
the Sight of God. Our Reſignation to 
his holy Will, in order to have any 
Praiſe from Him, muſt be the Pro- 
duce of a Mind purified by Repentance, 
and dedicated to his Service. A 
Still we muſt be cautious, how we 
aſcribe to our moſt dutiful and ready 
Q 3 Sub- 
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Submiffion to Afflictions of any Kind, 


| wherewith ir may pleaſe God to viſit 


Us, the Merit of Expiation ; that Me- 
rit, which belongs to the Sufferings 
and Patience of the great Victim for 
Sin, our ever bleſſed Redeemer; and 
to Them alone. This would be a cri - 
minal Preſumption. It is our Part to 
revere and imitate the patient Reſigna - 
tion of our Crucified Saviour, with an 


humble Hope, and Prayer to Almigh- 


ty God, that our Defire of following 
his Example may be accepted for his 


Sake. | 


But though this Severity of Diſci- 
pline, this Neceffity of paſſing into 
Life Eternal through the ftraight and 
rugged Path of Afffictions, if we are 
called upon to undergo them, be in 
truth a capital Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity : let it not however be conſidered 


ay 
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as peculiar to our Holy Religion, or as 
a new Burthen and Teſt of Obedience 
impoſed by the merciful Author of our 
Salvation upon his Diſciples and Ser- 
vants. No: the Writer of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews will inform you, that 
the ſame Belief and Perſuaſion of the 
Duty of enduring all Manner of Tor- 
tures in Defence of their Faith, pre- 
vailed amongſt the Religious Jews long 
before the Coming of the Meſſiah, He 
ſpeaks of Many of Them as having un- 
dergone the Trial of Mocking, Scourg- 
ing, Impriſonment; of Stoning, Saw- 
ing-afunder, Crucifying; of wandering 
about in the Skins of Beaſts, in Deſerts, 
Mountains, and Caves of the Earth; 
as being deſtitute, oppreſſed, afllicted, 
and not accepting Deliverance. And 
theſe all, (ſays the Epiſtle) ob/ain- 
ed 4 good Report, or rather a Teſtimo- 
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ny ; meaning that the Sincerity and Firm- 
neſs of their Faith were a Recommenda” 
tion of them to the Favour of God: 
which is the ſame thing as was faia 
by our Saviour (according to St. Luke) 
to his Diſciples, viz. that the Perle- 
cutions, which They were to endure, 
would prove a Teſtimonial, or Certi- 
ficate to Them of their Conſtancy and 
Zeal in his Service. 

It is of no great conſequence to point 
out the particular Perſons referred to in 
the above paſſage, as Sufferers for Re- 
ligion: but amongſt them, the Author 
ſeems to have had in his eye the dread- 
ful Torments, and aſtoniſhing Reſolu- 
tion of the Mother, and her Seven Sons, 
recorded in the Book of Maccabees; 
who, defying the Indignation, and tri- 
umphing over the Barbarity of a mer- 
cileſs Tyrant, laid down. their Lives 


readily ; 
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readily for Conſcience Sake, in a full 
and joyful Expectation that the King of 
the World would raiſe Them up, who 
died for his Laws, unto Everlaſting 
Life. e 

Neither indeed ought We to conſider 
this Duty of ſacrificing every Comfort, 


and Eaſe, and Pleaſure of Human Life, 


nay, and even that Life itſelf, to Truth, 
as taught by Revelation only, and con- 
ſequently as known to None but Jews, 
and Chriſtians: For we find the ſame 


Doctrine mantained in what is left us of 


the Writings of Heathen Moraliſts. To 
be Proof againſt all the Terrors of 
Want, of Impriſonment, of Baniſhmegt, 
of Pain, of Diſgrace, and of Death; 
and againſt all the Allurements of 
Wealth, of Power, and of Pleafure, 
when the Cauſe of Truth and Virtue 
required itz was not only the Precept, 

but 
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but the Practice alſo, in ſome Inſtances, 
of Pagan Philoſophy. 

It may perhaps appear ſtrange, and 
unaccountable to You, that Maxims ſo 
repugnant to the Feelings of Natare, 
ſhould yet be fo conformable to the Dic- 
tates of it's Religion; and that They 
ſhould have the Power, without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of any immediate Revelation 
from God, or any Certainty of a future 
Recompence, to prevail on thoſe antient 
Martyrs to abandon every Enjoyment, 
and expoſe Themſelves to every Suffer- 
ing, for the ſake of Principle, Bux 
They conſidered Reaſon as the Orna- 
ment, and Dignity, and Diſtinction of 
Humanity. They underſtood it to be 
the Guide and Governeſs of Life: 
whatever was conformable to That, was 
an inviolable Rule of Action: What- 
ever contradicted it was thought more 

ſhocking 
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ſhocking to Nature, than Beggary, and 
Chains, and Death. The Precepts of 
Moral Virtue were the Pictates of Truth, 
deducible from Right Reaſon, and there- 
fore to be obeyed at any Expence. 

Theſe Obſervations, I think, will fully 
prove that there is ſomething, in Suf- 
fering for Conſcience, conformable to 
Reaſon ; acceptable to the Deity ; and 
qualifying for future Glory : and that 
they do not belong excluſively to This, 
or that Syſtem of Religion; nor were 
ſo frequently, and fo ftrongly preſſed 
upon the firſt Chriſtians, as a means 
only of crediting and eſtabliſhing that 
Divine Inſtitution ; but are, on the con- 
trary, of univerſal] and perpetual Obli- 

And indeed there can be no Reaſon 
aſſigned for any Man's preferring Mar- 
tyrdom to the Renuntiation of his Chriſ- 

tian 
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tian Faith, which would not equally 
oblige Him to prefer it to the commit- 
ting of an Immoral Action, abjuring 
the Truth, or violating the Commands 
of God in any other inſtance whatſo- 
ever 

The Obligation is therefore, as I juſt 
now remarked, general, and unlimited; 
and, I may add, of ſo high Importance 
too, that even the Son God, our 
ever bleſſed Saviour, had no Exemption 
from it; but was, as we learn from 
Scripture Authority, for the ſuffering of 
Death, crowned with Glory and Honour, 
And the Author of Salvation to Others 
was Himſelf made perfect, or rather con- 
ſecrated, (viz. to his Office of Redeemer 
of Mankind) /hrouph Sufferings, To the 
ſame purpoſe we find him reproaching 
ſome of his Diſciples with the Slowneſs 
of their. Underſtanding, in not having 

| learnt 
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learnt from the Prophets, that it was 
neceſſary for the Meſſiah t ſuffer before 
He ſhould enter into his Glory. And you 
may recolle& his Anſwer to Pilate :. Far 
this cauſe was I born, and for this cauſe 
came I into the World, that I ſhould bear 
Witneſs to the Truth, And accordingly 
He did bear Witneſs to it, not only by 
his Divine Teaching, and wonderful 
Works; but ſtill more convincingly by 
the Agonies of his Crucifixion, which He 
endured for the Glory that was ſet before 
Him, deſpiſing the Shame. 
In the early Ages of Chriſtianity this 
Duty was judged to be ſo indiſpenſable, 
and eſſential to Future Happineſs, that 
it was a common Practice for Men and 
Women to offer Themſelves voluntarily 
to the Flames; contending, with an am- 
bitious Impatience, for the Crown of 
Martyrdom. But they carried the Mat- 

cet 
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tian Faith, which would not equally 
oblige Him to prefer it to the commit- 
ting of an Immoral Action, abjuring 
the Truth, or violating the Commands 
of God in any other inſtance whatſo- 

ever | 
The Obligation is therefore, as I juſt 
now remarked, general, and unlimited; 
and, I may add, of ſo high Importance 
too, that even the Son God, our 
ever bleſſed Saviour, had no Exemption 
from it; but was, as we learn from 
Scripture Authority, for the ſuffering of 
Death, crowned with Glory and Honour, 
And the Author of Salvation to Others 
was Himſelf mage perfect, or rather con- 
ſecrated, (viz, to his Office of Redeemer 
of Mankind) through Sufferings. To the 
ſame purpoſe we find him reproaching 
ſome of his Diſciples with the Slownels 
of their. Underſtanding, in not having 
learnt 
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learnt from the Prophets, that it was 
neceſſary for the Meſſiah to ſuffer before 
He ſhould enter into his Glory. And you 
may recollect his Anſwer to Pilate :. Far 
this cauſe was I born, and for this cauſe 
came I into the World, that I ſhould bear 
Witneſs to the Truth, And accordingly 
He did bear Witneſs to it, not only by 
his Divine Teaching, and wonderful 
Works; but ſtill more convincingly by 
the Agonies of his Crucifixion, which He 
endured for the Glory that was ſet before 
Him, deſpiſing the Shame. 

In the early Ages of Chriſtianity this 

Duty was judged to be ſo indiſpenſable, 
and eſſential to Future Happineſa, that 
it was a common Practice for Men and 
Women to offer Themſelves voluntarily 
to the Flames; contending, with an am- 
bitious Impatience, for the Crown of 
Martyrdom. But they carried the Mat- 
1 cer 
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ter too far, and were undoubtedly ac- 
tuated by a Zeal not according to Knows 
ledge; ſince it is an expreſs Command 
of our Saviour to his Diſciples, that, 
when they were perſecuted in one City, 
they ſhould flees into another; and fince 
neither Reaſon nor Religion authorize 
an unneceſſary, and unrequired Sacrifice 
of thoſe Lives, which might be em- 
ployed in the Service both of God and 
Man. 
The thing demanded of Us, is, not 
to ſeek after Pain and Death, but to- 
prepare our Minds to endure them, 
whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to call us 
to that Trial of our Obedience and 
Faith. And, upon the ſame Principle, 
it cannot be the Duty of every Man, 
whatever ſome Enthuſiaſts may pretend, 
to renounce and give up all the Com- 
forts, and Conveniences, and innocent 
| Plea- 
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Pleaſures of Life: but to uſe them 
with Moderation and Gratitude; and to 
hold himſelf in Readineſs to part with 
all, if, upon any Occaſion, they come 
in competition with the Allegiance due 
to Him, whoſe Gifts they are; and can 
be no longer held conſiſtently with a 
good Conſcience: This is every Man's 
Duty, 

It may be objected to the Whole of 
this Doctrine, that it is hard to recon- 
cile the infinite Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion of God to his Creatures, and 
his declared Deſire of their Final Hap- 
pineſs, with his placing fo great Difficul- 
ties in the Way to It, and exacting 
fach painful Teftimonies of their Love 
and Gratitude to their Maker, 

But when it pleaſed God in his Wif- 
dom to create Man, a Being Imperfe& 
but capable of Perfection; Mortal but 

| fitted 
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fitted for Immortality to place him 
in a State of Probation, giving him 
free Will to chooſe and making Vir- 
tue or Vice, Truth or Falſhood, the 
Objects of his Choice - to connect with 
the Former Reward, with the Latter 
Puniſhment——to indue him, at the 
ſame time, with Reaſon, to diſtinguiſh 
between them and with Conſcience, 
to excite, or reſtrain; to applaud, or 
to reproach - How could it be conſiſ- 
tent with ſuch a plan, or indeed with 
the very Idea of Trial, to require an 
Obedience, which ſhould coſt the Pro- 
bationer Nothing? To propoſe a Prize 
of Victory to be gained without Con- 
tention? And to give the Wages of 
Induſtry to Sloth and Indolence ? 

Ik this be contradictory, and ab- 
rd; what remains but to inſiſt, that 
Man ſhould have been formed origi- 

nally 
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nally; Happy, and ſubject to no Poſſi · 
bility of Miſcarriage? We think per- 
haps that the Angels were ſo created, 
and that our Condition is therefore har- 
der and worſe than Theirs. But are 
We ſure, that the Fact is ſo? The Lats! 
ter Part of the Suppoſition is certainly 
not; for We have the Warrant of Scrip- 
ture to aſſure Us, that ſome of Them did 
actually fall by Tranſgreſſion from their, 
firſt Eſtate. And how know We, that 
They too may not have had their Time 
of Trial; and have paſſed, through a; 
Scene of 1 ge the Eternal 
Kingdom of God? 
This Method of dealing -with his Ra- 
tional Creatures may be, poſſibly, an 
Univerſal Rule of his Moral Govern- 
ment. To give ſome Share in the Mort- 
ing out of their own Salvation to the 
many Sons, whom the Father of Spirits 
AM will 
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will bring 10 Glory, muſt appear even to 
Our Apprehenſions a Proceeding of the 
higheſt Propriety. And, as ro the par- 
ticular Duties which ſhall intitle the 
Creature to the acceptance of his Crea- 
tor, and prepare him for a better State; 
They are no doubt determined by Rea- 
ſons of everlaſting Rectitude, though 
our preſent limited Capacity ſhould not 
enable Us to form any Judgment, or 
even any Conception of Them: unin- 
formed, as we are, of the preciſe Na- 
ture and Circumſtances of our future 
Exiſtence, and unable, in what is re- 
vealed concerning it, to diſtinguiſh al- 
ways between the Figurative, and the 
Real: ignorant of the true Relations, 
Correſpondencies, and Connections be- 
tween this World, and the Next; and 
between this, and every other Part of 
God's Creation: and under numberleſs 
Dif- 
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Difficulties with regard to Antecedent, 
and Subſequent ; Material and Spiritual ; 
Earth, and Heaven: Difficulties neceſ- 
ſary to conſtitute the Righteoiuſ#2ſs, and 
juſtify the Rewards of Paith, as con- 
ſiting in an unreſerved Dependance upon 
the Veracity, and unlimited Acquleſcence 
in the Will, of God. 

Known unto Him are all his Works and 
Ways: How Few of them are known 
to Us f 

Shall We then dare to preſcribe to the 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice, a: 4 Goodneſs of 
our Creator; and to cenſure the Terms, 
which He has thought fit to annex to 
the Diſpoſal of his Gifts ? 

Should we not rather, with humble 
Gratitude, adore that bountiful and gra- 
cious Maſter, who has placed within the 
reach of our ſincere Endeavors, ſuch an 
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unbounded Proſpect of Celeſtial Happi- 
neſs; who requires at our hands no Ab- 
ſtinence but from things Hurtful, no 
Compliances but with ſuch, as are really 
Beneficial to Us? Who, if He at any Time 
thinks fit to chaſtiſe Us with Sorrow, 
with Misfortune, or with Bodily Pain ; 
Or, if He calls upon Us to atteſt our 
Attachment -to his Laws; to. prove our 
Affection to the Truth; and to. ſeal, 
even with our Blood, our Truſt in his 
Proiniſes; does but give Us freſh In- 
ſtances of his Fatherly Affection, and 
new Opportunities of ſecuring, and aug- 
menting, our future Bliſs? 

St. Paul declares his Opinion, that the 
Sufferings of the Preſent Time are not wor- 
thy to be compared with the Glory to be 
revealed in Us Hereafter. And you may 
recollect, in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 

how, 
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how, when ſome of Them had been 


beaten by Order of the High · Prieſt 
and his Councillors, for refuſing to 
comply with their Injunction to deſiſt 
from publiſhing the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
They departed from their Preſence, ro- 
Joycing that They were counted worthy to 
ſuffer Shame for his Name. 

Let Us pray to God, whoſe Pleaſure 
it is that We ſhould qualify Ourſelves 
for Salvation by a firm and reſolute 
Adherence to his Holy Religion, to 
raiſe in our Hearts the ſame Divine 
Ardor, and Ambition, to render Our- 
ſelves Objects of his Approbation; and 
to diſpoſe our Underſtandings to form 


a juſt Judgment of the Inſignificancy of 


all theſe momentary Enjoyments, and 
the Lightneſs of every Temporal Suf- 


fering, when put into the Scale againſt 
R 3 that 
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Glory, which Ha has prepared for Theſe, 
% ſhall continue to the End in his 
Love. Auen. 


DIS-, 
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1 CORINTHIANS Chap, xi. 26— 41: 


As often as you eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, you do ſhew the Lord's Death 
till He come. Wherefore, Whoſoever 
ſhall eat this Bread, and drink this Cup 

of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord. But, 
let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let 
him eat of that Bread, and drink of 
that Cup. For he that eateth, and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- 
eth Damnation, (or rather, as it is in 
the Margin, Judgment) to Himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body. For this 

R 4 cauſe 
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cauſe many are weak, and fickly among 
you, and many ſleep. But, if we would 

Juage e we ſhould not be judged. 


KNOW no Paſſage in Scripture, 
I which more deſerves to be ſeriouſly 

conſidered, and rightly interpreted 
than This; either as a Point of Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge, or a Rule of Chriſtian 
Duty. | 3 

To underſtand it in its true Meaning, 

it is neceſſary to know both to Whom 
the Apoſtle addreſſes it, and upon What 
Occaſion. 
Now, as to the Perſons applied to; 
the Words, which I have read to You, 
are Part of a Letter written by St. Paul 
to the Converts, whom He had made 
to Chriſtianity amongſt the People of 
Corinth, a great Idolatrous City of 
Greece. | 


And 
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And as to the Occaſion ; He had but 
lately inſtructed them in the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and particularly in the 
Duty of aſſembling themſelves together 
to celebrate the Holy Communion. In 
his Abſence an Account had been ſent 
him, that theſe new Chriſtians had al- 
ready perverted, and defiled that Sacred 
Ordonnance of our Saviour, by uſing it 
as a Common Meeting for the Pur- 
poſe of Eating and Drinking; to which 
Thoſe, who were able, brought Provi- 
ſions, ſome More, others Leſs, and the 
Poorer Brethren Nothing at all, as 
depending on the Charity of the Rich. 
From thence aroſe an indecent Con- 
tention in ſharing, what was prepared, 
amongſt the firſt Comers ; and a ſhame- 
ful Hurry in not waiting till the whole 
Body was aſſembled. Accordingly one 
Part of the Company got too much, 

h aud 


266 DISCOURSE XIII. 


and were drunken ; and another too little, 
and were hungry ; whilſt every one was 
for helping himſelf firſt, and to a more 
plentiful Portion than his Neighbour. 
Theſe Particulars may be all inferred 
from the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe. 

But this, he obſerves to them, was 
not to eat the Lord's Supper: and He 
treats it as a Contempt of the Church 
of God, to abuſe the Sacrament in fo 
groſs a manner, by taking it as a Com- 
mon Meal, or Feaſt. This too is what 
He afterwards calls, not diſcerning the 
Lord Body, that is, not diſtinguiſhing 
from our daily Food, the Elements 
of Bread and Wine, which He had 
ordained ro be Symbols, or Signs re- 
preſenting to Us his Body as pierced 
and wounded, and his Blood as ſhed 
vpon the Crofs. 


Let 
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Let à Man therefore, ſays St. Paul, 
examine (or rather prove, or make Tryal 
of) himſelf, that is, let him ſatisfy his 
on Conſcience that he has a due Re- 
verence for that Holy Ceremony, be- 
fore he ventures to partake of it. For, 
if he does it «nworthily, meaning, if he 
does it as thoſe Corinthians did, in ſuch 
a Manner, as not to remember with 2 
pious Gratitude the Sufferings of Chriſt 
for his Sake, but on the contrary re- 
ceives the Bread and Wine as a mere 
Bodily Refreſhment z much more, if he 
makes them Inſtruments of Intempe- 
rance, Greedineſs, and want of Cha» 
rity; he becomes guilly of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, that is, of Diſre- 
ſpect, Irreverence, and Impiety towards 
our Bleffed Saviour, and gives a kind 
of tacit Approbation to the Sin of 
thoſe, who were his Murtherers. The 

"8 Conſe- 


268 DISCOURSE XIII. 


Conſequence whereof is, that, inſtead 
of being a Partaker of the Benefits of 
his Death, he expoſes himſelf to. the 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, whoſe 
Judgmenis of Sickneſs and Infirmity 
had already fallen upon Many of thoſe 
religious Communicants, and had 
brought ſome of them too to an un- 
umi End. 

Therefore his Advice is, that We 
ſhould judge of the Diſpoſition of our 
own Minds towards a Worthy, that is, a 
Reverential Receiving of the Sacramen- 
tal Bread and Wine, before We ap- 
proach the Lord's table, in order to 
avoid the Puniſhments due to a Contra- 
ry Behaviour. 

If This be, (as I am perſuaded it is) 
a true Interpretation of the Words of 
the Apoſtle; it will enable Us to form 
a right Judgment both concerning the 


Sacra- 
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Sacrament itſelf, and What is required 
of Us in relation to it. 

And, firſt, as to the Sacrament it- 
ſelf : St. Paul's Account of it is ſo much 
the more worthy of our molt ſerious 
Attention, as He, who had not the Op- 
portunity which the other Apoſtles had, of 
being preſent at the Original Inſtitution, 
received the Deſcription, which he 
gives of it to the Corinthians, by im- 
mediate Revelation from the Lord. We 
may therefore ſafely rely. upon his Ex- 
planation too of the Intent and mean- 
ing of that Solemnity, which is ſhort, 
but full, explicit, and comprehenſive. 
He does not ſay; as ſome Chriſtian 
Teachers do; that the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, which We, who take our 
Religion from the Scripture only, be- 
lieve to have been but once offered, is 
ſacrificed every Day by ten Thouſand 

| different 
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different Prieſts, in as many different 
Places, viz An all thoſe where the Po- 
piſh Maſs is performed : nor that the 
whole Number of Communicants do 
Each, at one and the ſame Celebration, 
receive, eat, and ſwallow the whole 
real Body and Blood of Chriſt, as be- 
ing both contained in every Wafer, 
that is conſecrated by the Prieſt; and 
no leſs in the Sacramental Wine which 
he reſerves for Himſelf. But what he 
fays is This, that ſo often as we eat 
that Bread, and drink that Cup, we do 
ſhew, or declare, the Lord's Death till 
He come; that is, either till He come 
ro Judgment, or, perhaps, till, by his 
Second Coming and Appearance upon 
Earth, we ſhall be in poſſeſſion of the 
Reality, and have no farther need of 
Signs and Symbols, to refreſh the Re- 
collection of Him in out Thoughts, 

His 
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His Opinion therefore was, that the 
Sacrament was inſtituted for this pur- 
poſe, that the Breaking of the Body, 
and Shedding of the Blood of the Re- 
deemer for the Reconciliation of Man- 
kind to God, might be commemorated, 
or preſerved in Memory, by the Faith- 
ful in all Ages. 

And indeed this Interpretation will be 
ſtrongly confirmed, by comparing what 
our Saviour did upon this Occaſion, with 
the Proceedings of God Almighty in 
other Inſtances of Things intended to be 
had in perpetual Remembrance. 

As Furſt: The Seventh Day was 
bleſſed by God, and ordered to be kept 
Holy for ever, becauſe, (as you read in 
the 2d Chapter of Geneſis) God ended 
his Work, which he had made, and reſted 
from it on that Day. This was therefore 
appointed as a Memorial to Future 


Ages 
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Ages of the Creation of the World by 
Secondly, we find the ſame Ordon- 
nance re-enacted, and repeated, as a par- 
ticular Commandment to the Jews, and 
One of the Ten given to Them from 
Mount Sinai. For that People had cer- 
tainly the greateſt Reaſon to remember, 
and tranſmit to their Poſterity the Won- 
drous Works, and Loving Kindneſs of 
the Lord their God ; not only as Creator 
of the whole Earth, but as the God, 
who had taken them into his peculiar 
Government and Protection, and pro- 
cured them Reſt from their Ægyptian 
Slavery and Oppreſſion. 

Thirdly, we find an laftimaa for 
the perperual Obſervation of a certain 
Day upon another great Occaſion ; 
namely the miraculous Preſervation of 
the ſame People, when God flew all the 

Firſt 
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Firſt born of Egypt in one Night. 
what I mean is the Feaſt called the 
Paſſover, with the Ceremonies attend- 
ing it; which was ordered to be kept by 
every Iſraelite through all their Genera- 
tions, in Memory of God's having paſſed 
over the Houſes of the Children of Iſ- 
rael, when he ſmote the Egyprians. 

And theſe Ordonnances of God were 
ſo ſtrongly enjoined, that a Man, who 
had broken the Sabbath, by only gather- 
ing Sticks on that Day, was, by God 
Almighty's expreſs Command, ſtoned 

to Death. And it was declared, at the 

Time of inſtituting the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover, that the Soul, who ſhould neg- 
le& to keep it, ſhould be cut off from 
Urael. 

Compare now theſe Things with what 
St. Paul ſays in relation to the Chriſtian 


Sacrament, and you will ſee a remark- 
Ss: able 
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able Similitude, as well in the Appoint- 
ment of it, for a perpetual Commemo- 
ration of the great Deliverance of Man- 
kind by Chriſt Jeſus; as in the Seve- 
rity of God towards thoſe, who ſhould 
deſpiſe or prophane it. For it was for 
that Cauſe, according to St. Paul, that 
Many of the Corinthians were puniſhed 
with Sickneſs and Infirmity, and Ma- 
ny even with Death. And I ſee no 
Reaſon to doubt, but that the ſame 
Judgments may be ſtill executed, tho? 
unknown and undiſtinguiſhable by Us, 
upon Offenders in the like Kind. 

Let us now ſee, what Rules for our 
own Conduct we may draw, either from 
the expreſs Direction of the Apoſtle to 
the Corinthians, or by juſt Inference 
from his Doctrine. 

The Firſt is, that, before we pre- 
ſume to approach the Table of the 

| Lord, 
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Lord, we ſhould, by a careful Exa- 


mination of our Hearts, be ſure that 


they are poſſeſſed with right Notions 
of that awful Solemnity. In order to 
which, we ſhould endeavour to im- 
preſs upon them a juſt Senſe of our 
infinite Obligations to that Great and 
Gracious Saviour; who was contented, 
for our Sakes, to degrade Himſelf from 
Godlike Glory to the loweſt Condi- 
tion of Human Life, and to die upon 
the Croſs the ignominioug and pain- 


ful Death of a Slave or Malefactor; 


that ſo, He might put Us into a Ca- 


pacity of obtaining Everlaſting Life by : 


Faith and Repentance. 


With theſe Thoughts about us, we 


cannot come to the Lord's Supper as 
to a Common Entertainment, nor be- 
have at it Lightly, Intemperately, or 
Prophanely. Conſequently, being thus 
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prepared, We cannot receive the Sa- 
crament Unworthily, in the Senſe, where- 
in St. Paul applied that expreflion. 

So far then our Conduct will be un- 
exceptionable: But This is not all. 
For, if your Buſineſs at the Commu- 
nion-Table be to commemorate the 
Death of Chriſt; ſuch a Commemo- 
ration cannot but be attended, as with 
a grateful Thankſgiving to Almighty 
God, ſo with an ardent Deſire, and 
humble Petition to be made Partakers 
of the Bleflings reſulting from it. Now 
you muſt be ſenſible that, without per- 
forming the Conditions upon which 
thole Bleſſings are promiſed, your 
Prayer to be intitled to them is a 
mere Mockery of God, inſtead of an 
A& of Religious Worſhip. 

It is therefore another Part of our 
Duty to come to the Sacrament with a 
ſincere 
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ſincere Reſolution (whatever may have 
been our paſt Behaviour) to ſerve God 
for the future as we ought; to pro- 
feſs ourſelves Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Members of his Church, and, as Such, 
to renew at his Table our Baptiſmal 
Covenant of Obedience to the Precepts 
of his holy Goſpel. 

If This be not our ſincere Inten- 
tion, if we do not acknowledge Him 
as our Lawgiver and Judge, whom 
we commemorate as our BenefaQtor 
and Saviour; our Compliance with the 
External Rites of his Inſtitution will 
be at beſt but a vain infignificant 
Ceremony, and can avail us No- 
thing. 

A Third Obligaticn reſulting from 
this Notion of the Sacrament is, that 
ſince, at the Time of Receiving it, 
we declare Ourſelves, in the Face of 

S 3 the 
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the Congregation, to be united with 
Thoſe then Preſent, and with. the 
Whole Body of Chriſtian People in 
the Service of one Common Maſter , 
we come to that Holy Communion 
with Hearts free from all Malice, and 
II Will, all Reſentment, all Inten- 
tion and even Deſire of Revenge a- 
gainſt any of our Brethren: conſi- 
dering that he, whoſe Diſpoſition is 
void of Charity and Brotherly Af- 
fection, though but in a ſingle In- 
ſtance, ſtands in Oppoſition both to 
the Temper, and Law of his merci- 
ful Saviour, Whoſe Kindneſs extends 
to all without Exception, though all 
have offended Him. That Man there- 
fore can have no Hope of partaking 
in his Love, | | 

In general we ought to be aſſured, 
that, whilſt our Conſciences are loaded 

| | with 
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with the unrepented Guilt of any Pro- 
Phaneneſs or Impiety, or Neglect of our 
Duty to God; with any Diſhoneſty, 
Falſehood, or Uacharkablenefs towards 
our Neighbour ; or with any Sin of Cove- 
touſneſs, Intemperance, or Luſt, in re- 
gard to Ourſelves; in a word, whilſt 
we continue in the Practice of any Un- 
godlineſs, or Immorality whatſoever ; 
we cannot be worthy Communicants 
at the Lord's Table; but on the con- 
trary muſt be looked upon as Intruders 
there, rather than as Welcome Gueſts: 
as Affronters inſtead of Worſhippers of 
that Holy God, in whoſe Preſence we 
ſtand ; and, to ſpeak in the Language of 
the Apoſtle, we make ourſelves Guilly 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt by our 
Contempt and Irreverence; and eat and 


drink Judgment to ourſelves. 
| 84 Ir 
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It is therefore a miſtake to imagine, 
that what is called a Week's Prepara- 
tion, if it conſiſts in nothing but the 
Reading of ſome good Book, and utter- 
ing an unuſual Number of Prayers, 
previous to a Sacrament Day, can, if it 
go no farther than That, I ſay, be ſuf- 
ficient to qualify a Man for receiving 
it Worthily. Thoſe things fo far as 
they are practiſed in the way of In- 
citements and Helps to Repentance, 
are good and uſeful, But without a 
thorough Amendment of our Faults, 
and a determined Reſolution of Living, 
for the future, in ſincere Obedience to 
the Laws of God, and Charity towards 
all his Creatures, we are certainly not 
prepared for appearing at his Tabte. 

The Perſon in the Parable, who came 
to the Feaſt without a Wedding Gar- 
ment, was ordered to be bound Hand 

and 
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and Foot, and caſt into the Darkneſs 
without, There to bewail his Folly and 
Diſreſpect. 

This Repreſentation of the Qualifica- 
tions requited in a Worthy Communi- 
cant ought not to deter any one, who 
can with a good Conſcience join in 
any other Part of the Divine Worſhip, 
from receiving the Sacrament; ſince the 
Preparation of a Good and Virtuous 
Life, added to a true Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, is as neceſſary in one Caſe, as 
in the other. 

To offer any Prayers or Praiſes to 
the Majeſty of Almighty God, with falſe 
and unſanctified Lips; from a Heart 
tainted with the Guilt of Irreve- 
rence and Rebellion againſt Him; 
and without any Deſign of Amend- 
ment, any real Deſire of the Aſſiſtance 
of his Holy Spirit to enable Us to lead 
a bet- 
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- abetter Life for the Future; is doubt- 


leſs as Criminal, and as great a Provo- 
cation, as the preſenting Ourſelves in 
the ſame State of unlamented Sin at the 
Holy Sacrament. 

But this is a Seruple, which , prevails 
for the moſt part in the Minds of 
thoſe, who have the leaſt Occaſion to 
be affected by it. 

If We all lived as we ought, and 
entertained juſt and worthy Notions of 
the Infinite Mercy of God to his poor 
ſinful Creatures, in opening to Us a 
Way to Everlaſting Life through the 
Death and Reſurtection of Chriſt our 
Saviour; We ſhould go to the Sacra- 
ment wich Delight and Satisfaction, and 
rejoice in every Opportunity of Pub- 
liſhing to all the World our Connection 
with Him, as Members of his King- 
dom]; of avowing our Obligations to his 
Good- 
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Goodneſs; and renewing our Engage- 
ments to ſerve him with Fidelity and 
Perſeverance in this World, in an hum- 
ble Hope of being made Partakers of 
his Happineſs and Glory Hereafter, 


God grant it to Us All! 


D 15S- 
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ECCLESIASTES Xii. 1. 


Remember now thy Creator in the Days of 
thy Youth. 


UCH is the Advice of Solo- 
mon, the wiſe King of Iſrael; 
the Eccleſiaſtes, or Preacher, who 
compoſed the Book, from whence theſe 
Words are taken: An Advice worthy 
of his Wiſdom, 

In order to illuſtrate and inforce this 
Doctrine, it will be proper to conſider 
the four following Points. 


F irſt, Who, and What is our Creator. 


Secondly, What it is to remember 
Him. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, What Obligations and In- 
ducements We have, all of Us in 
general, to do fo. 


Fourthly, Why. more particularly -in 
the Days of our Youth. 


And, Firſt: As to the great and 
important Enquiry, Who is our Cre- 
ator. : 

Though We cannot ſurely be Any 
of Us at a loſs to give a proper An- 
ſwer to that Queſtion, ſince We have 
been taught it from our Cradles; have 

a read it in the Holy Scriptures; and 
have heard it ſo often from the Pulpit: 
it is however a Point, upon which our 
Memories cannot be too often re- 
freſhed. There is certainly no Know- 
ledge ſo worthy of the Rational Crea- 
tures of God, as that He is their Cre- 

0 ator: 
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ator: nor any Subject, on which our 
Thoughts can be ſo well employed, as 
in the Contemplation of that Infinite, 
Eternal Being, that All-wiſe, All-know- 
ing, All-Preſent, and Almighty Lord, 
who created Heaven, and the Angels 
of Heaven; who has filled the im- 
menſe Space around us with almoſt in- 
numerable Worlds, with Suns to en- 
lighten them, and. Creatures, no doubt, 
to inhabit them; who ſupports this 
vaſt Creation, and every Member of it, 
whether Animate or Inanimate, by the 
ſame Word of his Power, by which He 
made them; who gave to Us Men this 
rich and beautiful Heritage, one of 
the Manfions in his Honſe, to poſſeſs and 
dwell in; put the prodigious Variety of 
Animals, which repleniſh it, under our 
Command ; and endowed us with Skill 

_ 
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and Strength, ſufficient to govern and 
apply them to our various Uſes. 


It is He, the ſame gracious God, 
who conferred on us the Gift of Rea- 
ſon, his own Image, to be the Light of 
our Lives; and Conſcience, to be the 
Guide. | 

It is He, to whom We are indebted 
for the ineſtimable Treaſure of the 
Goſpel: who redeemed us by his Son, 
and ſanctifies us by his Spirit: our 
Preſerver, Lawgiver, and Governor 
here; our Rewarder, or Puniſher, here- 
after. n 

2dly, When we are therefore ex- 
horted to remember our Creator, it 
cannot be meant that we ſhould barely 


recolle& that there is ſuch a Power 


above us; or that we ſhould have a 


mere ſpeculative, and barren Knowledge 


of his Exiſtence, as a Queſtion of Cu- 
rioſity 
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rivſity and Learning: but that we ' 
ſhould acknowledge him in all the Re- 
lations, which He bears to Us, who 
are the Sheep of his Paſture, and the 
Workmanſhip of his hands: that we 
ſhould keep him conſtantly in our 
Thoughts, with all that we have to 
apprehend from his Juſtice, or hope 
from his Mercy; making it the prin- 
cipal Care and Concern of our Lives, 
to recommend ourſelves to his Favour 
and Protection, by a ſtrict Conformity 
to his Will. In a word, that we ſhould 
reverence Him as our Father, obey 
Him as our King, love Him as our 
Benefactor, fear Him as our Judge, 51 
worſhip Him as our God. 

2dly, If this great Univerſal Lond 
of Heayen and Earth has in truth 
formed us from the Duſt, has breathed 


into us a Living Soul, and made us 
T capable 


ä 
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capable of Everlaſting Happineſs in re- 
turn for our imperfect Obedience to his 
Laws; we cannot but own that we are 
obliged by every Tye of Duty and Gra- 
titude to remember Him. 

But if the Conſideration of his infi- 
nite Goodneſs in granting us the in- 
numerable Bleſſings of our preſent State 
of Exiſtence,, and, above all, that Capi- 
tal Mercy, Repentance unto Life, be not 
ſufficient to fill our Hearts with a thank- 
ful Remembrance of his Benefits, and 
to raiſe them to a generous Ambition 
of pleaſing Him; we have another, 
and, one would think, an irreſiſtible 
Inducement to bear Him always in 
our Minds, and to meaſure all our 
Thovghts, and Words, and Actions, by 
the Standard of his Commandments; I 
mean the Dread of his Reſentment. 
For who knows, (as the pious Pſalmiſt 
a ſays) 
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ſays) the Power of his Anger? Who 


can ſay what Degree, and Length of 
Puniſhment is due, or rather what is 
not due, to Thoſe, who forget the Lord 
their God; and who dare to rebel a- 
gainſt their moſt gracious, and boun- 
tiful, Creator ? 

4thly, The fourth Point to be con- 
ſidered was, Why we are adviſed to 
remember God more particularly in 
the Days of our Youth. 

Let Thoſe, who have been Young, 
and now are Old; Thoſe, who did com- 
ply with this Advice, and Thoſe who 
did not, anſwer that Queſtion, 

The Former will tell you, what in- 
finite Conſolation They now feel in their 
Hearts from having applied themſelves 
_ early to the Study and Practice of their 

Duty: what Eaſe and Delight in the 
Service of God from a long Habit of 
21 ſerving 
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ſerving Him: what Refreſhment in 
the Decays of Nature, and what an 
Antidote againſt the Fear of Death, 
from the Conlciouſneſs of having, de- 
dicated their Youth to their Maker. 

On the contrary, when that firſt 
Seaſon of Life has been ſpent in Diſ- 
obedience, and Ingratitude to Him, 
who gave it; how melancholy are the 
Thoughts, which accompany the laſt 
Stage; looking Backward with Shame, 
and Forward with Fear? When the 
Labour and Sorrow of a doubtful. 
Repentance are added to the Infirmi- 
ties of Age; and that Recollection of 
palt Days, which ſhould be the Cor- 
dial of Grey Hairs, becomes their 
Poiſon. 

If you would therefore avoid ſuch a. 

lad Conclufion of your Journey through 

Lite, You, who are juſt entering upon 
it, 


DISCOURSE XIV. 293 


it, or have made hitherto no very great 
Progreſs in it, employ. your Minds 
betimes in making the neceſſary Pro- 
viſions for Futurity, 
God Almighty has appointed us a 
moſt important Commiſſion” to execute 
Here; is a conſtant Obſerver of the At- 
tention we give to it; and will be a ſtrict 
Exactor of the Performance. That Com- 
miſſion includes all that is called Religion, 
and Morality, viz. The Gratitude, and 
Love; The Adoration, and Praiſe; 
The Obedience, and Reſignation, which 
We owe to God: The Numberlels 
Duties of Juſtice and Charity to our 
Neighbour, meaning to all Mankind; 
and every inſtance of Abſtinence and 
Self-Denial, which may enable us to 
govern our Paſſions, and ſubject them 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt. In theſe three 
Points conſiſt what is termed in Scrip- 
T 3 ture 
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ture, Living Godlyly, Righteonfly, and Sa- 
berly in this preſent World: the Firſt 
reſpecting our Maker. the Second 
our Fellow Creatures. and the Third 
Ourſelves. This is the Work that is 
given Us to do. 

Now if God hath withholden from 
us the Abilities neceſſary for our doing 
it; or if He had laid us under Injunc- 
tions inconſiſtent with our Preſent and 
Future Happineſs, or entirely uncon- 
nected with it; we might then have 
had Reaſon to complain of the Uneaſi- 
neſs of his Yoke, and Weight of his 
Burthen, 

But this is far from being our Caſe. 
For to ſay that God requires more of 
his Creatures than they can perform, 
is little leſs than Blaſphemy : and what 
he does require of them is ſo ordered 
by his Fatherly Goodneſs, as to be cer- 

| tainly 
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tainly productive of Good, both Here 
and Hereafter, to thoſe who obey his 
Commandments. 

Neither are his Laws, in truth, hard 
and grievous; unleſs where Men ren- 
der them ſo to Themſelves, by ſti- 
fling the Seeds of Virtue in their 
own Minds, rejecting the Admonitions 
of uncorrupted Reaſon, and preferring 
a wretched Slavery to vitious Appetites 
before that Liberty, wherewith Ori 
would make Them free. 

Indeed, when this unhappy Choice 
is made in our Youthful days; when 


the firſt Fruits of our Underſtanding, 


with the Vigour and Activity of Early 
Age, are dedicated to the Service of 
Sin and Satan; the Returning after- 
wards, upon maturer Thoughts, to 
the Paths of Virtue will be found dif- 


ficult and | Jaborious. But Thither we 
T 4 muſt 
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muſt return, though through all the 
Bitterneſs of Self Reproach, and the 
redoubled Anguiſh of a late Repen- 
tance; if we hope for any Bleſſing 
from Almighty God, either in this 
World, or in the next. | 

Yet this Future Torment of a 
wounded Conſcience is what we fee 
a Multitude of Young People vo- 
luntarily expoſe Thehiſelves to. They 
feel themſelves healthy and ftrong: 
they lee Many about them, that have 
lived to a good Old Age; and give no 
Attention to the much greater Numbers 
that fall in the Beginning, or in the Mid- 
dle of their Courſe. They will enjoy 
their irregular Pleaſures now, and re- 
pent of them hereafter: they will 
forget their Creator in their Youth, 
and remgpber Him in their Age, But 


u let 
1 


— IG roo. - 
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let them conſider the Uncertainty of 
their ever reaching that Period, or 
even outliving that very Day, in which 
they take ſuch a dangerous Reſolu- 
tion: Beſides the evident Fooliſhneſs 
and abſurdity of Doing with a Deſign 
to Undo; and the Improbability of 
their being better diſpoſed to work, 
when the Taſk is harder, and the 
Strength leſs. Let them hear too 
the words of Solomon to ſuch early 
Sinners: Rejoice, O young Man, in thy 
Youth, and let - thy heart cheer Thee in 
"the Days of thy Youth : And Walk in 
the Ways of thy Heart, and in the Sight 
of thine Eyes. But Know Thou, that for 
all theſe things God will bring Thee int 

Judgment. | 
Let them reflect, likewiſe, upon what 
the Apoſtle ſays, that God is nt mocked. 
He will certainly not be over-reached 
by 
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by the Cunning of finful Men, nor 
agree with them to take ſuch a Share 
of their Time, as they would allot 
to his Service; and leave the Re- 
mainder to be ſpent in Oppoſition to 
his Will, and Defiance of his Venge- 
ance. 
Heye then may be, for what They 
know, a grievous Addition to the Ca- 
talogue of their other Youthful Tranſ- 
grefſions; even an Attempt to im- 
poſe upon unerring Wiſdom, and bar- 
gain with the Juſtice © of God: in 
which caſe their very Reſolutions of 
future Repentance may want to be 
repented of, as an Aggravation of 
their preſent Sin. And Can they be 
ſure, though they ſhould eſcape Dearh 
for very many Years, and ſhould be 
at laſt really and fincerely inclined to 
bewail their paſt Follies, and to for- 
ſake 
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fake their Wicked Ways, that their 
Repentance, fo artfully, and impiouſly 
poſtponed, will then be accepted? Can 
they have a ſufficient Security that 
the Pardon of God will be granted 
to ſuch a deliberate Plan of Diſobedi- 
ence to his holy Will, and a 
tion upon his Mercy. 

But ſome there are, who plead the 
extraordinary Violence of Paſſion at 
that Time of Life; and would repre- 
ſent the Enemy, to whom they too 
- willingly yield themſelves Captives, as 
irreſiſtible. But This is a Pretence, 
which, as I before obſerved, throws 
an injurious Reflection upon the Juſtice 
of God, who cannot require of Man 
more than he has given him Strength 
to perform, Neither do young Men 
allege the ſame kind of Excuſe in 
other Caſes, As They have, at that 


Age, 
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Age, a double Portion of Spirit and 
Vigour, a keener Appetite. for Praiſe, 
and a warmer Ambition to. excel; ſo 
their Senſe of Diſgrace is then gene- 
rally more quick, and their Reſolu- 
tion increaſed by Difficulties. Let 
them therefore apply to the Service 
of God thoſe ſuperior Qualifications, 
which are too often laviſhed upon baſe 
and unworthy Pariuits: then they 
may be aſſured of that Aſſiſtance, 
which he has ' promiſed. Then that 
Strength of Temptation, of which 
They now complain, will inhance the 
Merit of Reſiſtance; and the Reward 
of Conqueſt be eee to the 
Danger of Defeat. 

The Sum of the whole Matter is 
This. — God is our Creator. To re- 
member Him, is to love, honour, fear, 
and obey Him. The Obligation to 
theſe 
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theſe Duties lies equally upon every 

Age; but they are more particu- 
larly to be preſſed upon Youth, as the 
beſt Preparation for the Happineſs of 
their future Life; as the Way to avoid 
the Stings of Conſcience, and the Anxie- 
ties of a late, and perhaps fruitleſs, Re- 
pentance; and Jaſtly, as the worthieſt 
Objects, in which the Activity of thoſe 
livelier Days can be employed, and ſuch 
an Exertion of youthful Strength, as will 
doubly recommend them to the Fa- 
vour of that juſt and generous Being, 
in whoſe Service no Labour is ever 


loſt, 
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